9971932488

H YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

PATRIOTIC LAS

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
THE HINDU NEWSPAPER
28 FEBRUARY 2026

YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

| PCS Special: | 28 February |

Pagel

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in P




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Defaced defiance

Slogan in stone: A grall iti reading ‘Never again is now’
is pictured on a statue of Britain’s former Prime Minister
Winston Churchill in

Parliament Square, London on Friday. The words
“freePalestine” and “stop the genocide” were also
sprayed on it. The Dutch group called

“Free the Fulton 24,” a reference to Palestine Action
activists, claimed responsibility for the act.
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Kerala’s paradox can spark its global vision

ong before “globalization” became the

lingua franca of Davos economists,

Kerala, sandwiched between the

verdant Western Ghats and the cerulean
Arabian Sea, was practising it with cosmopolitan
flair. History whispers to us from the excavations
of Muziris, where the clinking of Roman sesterces
once drowned out local Malayalam dialects. The
Chinese, Arabs, Jews and Europeans all arrived in
pursuit of our spices and textiles, creating a
syncretic civilisation where church bells, the
muezzin’s call, and temple chants harmonised
into a symphony of coexistence.

Switch from remittance to innovation

This indomitable spirit has metamorphosed into
the “Global Malayalee”. From the oil rigs of the
Middle East to the boardrooms of Silicon Valley,
the Keralite is omnipresent, constructing a
“Remittance Economy” worth an estimated ¥1.3
lakh crore annually. We are the super-expats of
the 2ist century. But the challenge for Kerala is to
transform this “Remittance Economy” into an
“Innovation Economy”. For too long, Kerala’s
economic discourse has been entrapped in a
futile exercise of self-flagellation, comparing
ourselves to our neighbours, wondering why we
cannot replicate the automobile factories of Tamil
Nadu or the industrial belts of Maharashtra. But
this ignores the crucial truth: Kerala is an
anomaly. We are a State boasting first-world social
indicators amidst third-world infrastructure
pressures, possessing the population density of
the Netherlands (901 per square kilometre), the
literacy of Singapore (96.2%), and the ecological
fragility of Costa Rica. To try to force-fit the heavy
industrial models of continental India onto the
delicate geography of Kerala is an error of
imagination. Our future does not lie in competing
with Chennai or Mumbai for smokestacks; it lies
in looking outward, across the seas, to the small
States that have turned their constraints into
competitive advantages.

Kerala is already the nursing capital of the
world; we must now aspire to be its healing
garden. Our demographic reality — we are the
fastest aging society in India — presents us with a
unique paradox that is also an opportunity.
Leveraging our unique genetic admixture —a
blend of Dravidian, Aryan, Arab, and European
markers — we must move beyond general health
care to precision medicine. Like Iceland, which
utilised its population data to drive biotech, we
can establish a “Gene Valley”, mapping disease
risks and drug responses specific to diverse
populations, transforming our diverse heritage
into a scientific asset.

Why should we import 80% of our medical
devices when we possess the engineering talent
to create them? We must look to Costa Rica, a
small nation that became a med-tech
powerhouse. By leveraging institutions such as
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the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute, we can
manufacture high-value components — stents,
heart valves, and surgical robots — for the world.
We already are a leading State in blood-bags.

Furthermore, we must cease viewing our aging
population as a liability and recognise it as an
economic engine. By emulating the Japanese
model and developing “retirement villages” in
our climate-friendly highlands, we can offer
world-class assisted living not just for locals, but
for the “grey nomads” of the West. Additionally,
we must elevate Ayurveda from “wellness” to
“cure”, much like China successfully globalised
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) through
scientific validation. By combining our 1,200
species of medicinal plants with modern
diagnostics, we can position Kerala as the
“Sanatorium of the East”.

One of Kerala’s greatest, yet most neglected,
assets is its biological gene pool; as one of the
world’s eight “hottest hotspots” of biodiversity,
we house approximately 5,679 species of
flowering plants (2022-23 data). With no land to
spare for low-yield crops, we must adopt the
Dutch model of glasshouse farming. The
Netherlands is the world’s second largest
agri-food exporter despite its diminutive size
because it prioritises technology over territory.
By focusing on climate-resilient local varieties,
such as the saline-tolerant Pokkali rice, and
vertically extracting high-value spice oleoresins,
we maximise revenue per inch.

Possibilities by the ocean side

We must stop being hunter-gatherers of the sea
and become farmers. Like Norway, we should
lead in sustainable salmon and shrimp farming
and extracting pharmaceuticals from marine
algae, while investing in deep-sea fishing fleets
and cold storage managed with scientific rigour.
The Vizhinjam International Seaport is our
gateway, but a port without value addition is
merely a parking lot. We must look to Singapore
and construct a logistics city that refines,
assembles, and repackages goods, transforming
Vizhinjam from a transit point into a global
economic anchor. We can also be the gas station
of the Indian Ocean; like Chile, we can use our
solar and wind potential to produce green
ammonia for the ships docking at our ports,
fuelling the maritime fleets of the future.

Since heavy industry is ecologically unviable,
our path to prosperity lies in the “weightless
economy” — sectors requiring high intellect but
low physical footprint. We are the Toulouse of
India; with the legacy of VSSC, LPSC, and IIST —
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, Liquid Propulsion
Systems Centre and Indian Institute of Space
Science and Technology — Thiruvananthapuram
is already a space citadel. We must encourage
private startups, creating a commercial “space
coast” for nano-satellite launches and propulsion
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systems. Similarly, the presence of Brahmos
should be leveraged to set up auxiliary defence
production. We must emulate Manchester
(“Graphene City™) by turning our rare earth
minerals (ilmenite, monazite) into the microchips
and superconductors of tomorrow. The India
Innovation Centre for Graphene in Kochi is
merely the seed; we must grow the forest.

Given our financial literacy and an economy
fuelled by global remittances, we need a
regulatory “sandbox” in a Global FinTech Centre,
similar to the Dubai International Financial
Centre (DIFC), to attract the world’s crypto and
fintech pioneers. Furthermore, like The Hague or
Singapore, Kerala can become a venue for
international commercial arbitration, leveraging
our legal expertise and the serene “peace
dividend” of locations such as Kumarakom to
settle global corporate disputes at a fraction of
London’s cost.

The change begins here

“God’s Own Country” is a brilliant slogan, but
scenic beauty is no longer enough; the modern
traveller craves immersion and activity. We can
be the Montreal of Asia, utilising our vibrant
cinema culture and artistic youth to become the
post-production back-office for Hollywood and
Bollywood, offering tax credits to attract global
gaming studios and VFX houses/visual effects
studios. We must pivot from selling handicrafts to
selling “heritage luxury”. Consider the Aranmula
Kannadi or the exquisite Balaramapuram
handloom; currently, these are marketed merely
as curiosities for tourists. We must look to Italy’s
Tuscany or France’s Lyon — why must a Kasavu
saree be mere attire when it can be couture? We
need to establish a “Kerala Design Institute”
partnering with Milan or Paris to elevate our
master craftsmen into designers, exporting not
just the cloth, but the brand. Imagine a global
luxury brand based on Kerala’s eco-friendly
hand-woven textiles, utilising the narrative of
“sustainable luxury”.

Finally, we must turn our climate vulnerability
into expertise. Like the Dutch, who sell their
water management engineering to the world,
Kerala can become a “living lab” for
disaster-resilient infrastructure, exporting
low-cost, flood-resistant housing and soil
stabilisation technologies to the tropical world.

The path forward requires a psychological
shift. We must cease asking, “How do we catch up
with Bangalore?” and start inquiring, “How do we
collaborate with Amsterdam? How do we
compete with Colombo? How do we learn from
Kyoto?” Kerala has historically served as a bridge
between the east and the west. It is time we
ceased being merely a bridge — and started being
the destination. A destination where the best of
the world is adapted, improved, and offered back
to humanity with a distinctly Malayali touch.

The Chinese, Arabs, Jews and Europeans all arrived in pursuit of our spices and textiles,

creating a syncretic civilisation where church bells, the muezzin’s call, and temple chants
harmonised into a symphony of coexistence.

I, 3R, Tgl 3R R G AR FTe! SR Il i @iel § 311, s U gef-ad aat
11 o151 I &1 Hfedr, G Bt ST SR HieRl & 7 Wgsifia @1 Ueh 99y @i & fira

|

We are a State boasting first-world social indicators amidst third-world infrastructure

pressures, possessing the population density of the Netherlands (901 per square kilometre),
the literacy of Singapore (96.2%), and the ecological fragility of Costa Rica.

B U U109 § forias Ut 9yd fay & ATl Yadidh &, siaie gaid 9% & gFard! gid &
2qmd 7, et SeRe g9@ Hievas (901 ufa aif fraiier) & T ©, Trerar RimgR
(96.2%) & TJHA &, 3R RIS ATgere pieT et Sft 21

garden.

Kerala is already the nursing capital of the world; we must now aspire to be its healing
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Leveraging our unigue genetic admixture — a blend of Dravidian, Aryan, Arab, and European
markers — we must move beyond general health care to precision medicine.

AR ARy SrgdfRe firsor — =fas, smd, sRe iR Wit Tdraem! & Lo — BT IR B
BU, B U AR YT H 3 dgx Icid fdbed & 3R ST 1fgu |

Why should we import 80% of our medical devices when we possess the engineering talent to
create them?

STd BHR U S S 1 Sull-aT &l 5 o g1 310 80% fafesear Sumwur i smard a3
MgT?
We must look to Costa Rica, a small nation that became a med-tech powerhouse.

B DIReT YT B 3R SE1 AT, Sl Th BIeT Y FlobR Hi He-Coh Yfekd &1

By leveraging institutions such as the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute, we can manufacture high-
value components — stents, heart valves, and surgical robots — for the world.

ot T FerseiTer TRUTT O TSIl b ST e, B9 3T-Jed Uedh — X, §ad dled 3R
fierd et — fay & foe Mtfa #= 9ad B

We already are a leading State in blood-bags.

Eﬂ%ﬁ@rﬁmén%gaﬁw&mﬁw%

Furthermore, we must cease viewing our aging population as a liability and recognise it as an
economic engine.

3G 3Tl B4 3T g Bl e} Y sigt & T | @1 g PR 3 T 31eb Soi & =Y
o UggHT 15T

By emulating the Japanese model and developing “retirement villages” in our climate-friendly
highlands, we can offer world-class assisted living not just for locals, but for the “grey
nomads” of the West.

ST AT HT 3TER0 Hd U 3R 30 JAarg-3Ied UgTet &= # “Reravde fader
fafa &, Bﬂ?%ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%%@%ﬁ@ﬂ% ﬁﬁﬁsﬂ" & fore oft fay-wii
TR AT Y o W |

Additionally, we must elevate Ayurveda from “wellness” to “cure”, much like China
successfully globalised Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) through scientific validation.

9% SfARad, 8 3gdg &I a9 § ‘TR TP 39 HRAI MY, 31 Iy ol o I A
AP AT & H1eAH J Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) T J%d d5ieuT faar|
By combining our 1,200 species of medicinal plants with modern diagnostics, we can
position Kerala as the “Sanatorium of the East”.

3ot 1,200 Sftwshra el Ft yemfed &) 1y FeM el & Ty TSR, §H Hd Bl
gd 1 dfeiRaT & Fu H RAfid &= I6d 5|

One of Kerala’s greatest, yet most neglected, assets is its biological gene pool; as one of the
world’s eight “hottest hotspots” of biodiversity, we house approximately 5,679 species of
flowering plants (2022-23 data).

Waﬁﬂa@faﬁ ﬁgﬁmwﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmﬁﬂ?%% S fafaedr & fay & oo
qﬁ\_ﬁﬁ TP B & A1d, &1 AT 5,679 Yofta dielf &Y ueirfadr (2022-23 3e)

With no Iand to spare for low-yield crops, we must adopt the Dutch model of glasshouse
farming.

S IUS dTeht BHal & [l Y Bt HH & HRUI, §H ST AlISA I IAHGI3Y Jall ST
BNy

The Netherlands is the world’s second largest agri-food exporter despite its diminutive size
because it prioritises technology over territory.

B ATHR & Sag 9% HT IR T 1 Hiv-WTe Fafas g Fife a8 &awd
Y 31 debiiep B UTUfehdT el 21

By focusing on climate-resilient local varieties, such as the saline-tolerant Pokkali rice, and
vertically extracting high-value spice oleoresins, we maximise revenue per inch.

TaTg- i) R fwl S THeE-few] Uiabel arae IR & digd o R IE-Hqd
T AR &1 Seafer Fepyur w1, g9 ufd §3 Ioka ifiedH #d g
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We must stop being hunter-gatherers of the sea and become farmers.
B 9% & RIGRI-GUgHdl giH Y 3 gdHR (b a1 g1 |
Like Norway, we should lead in sustainable salmon and shrimp farming and extracting
pharmaceuticals from marine algae, while investing in deep-sea fishing fleets and cold
storage managed with scientific rigour.
A7 Pt aRE, H feh1a, Yo 3R ST e quT T Rarat ¥ snwehy yerif & e &
3O ST TR, Y B IS HARAT T Ueifd TTeR W B ASell UhgA arelt Aibraf 3R
Dics Wel H A% HA1 913Ul
The Vizhinjam International Seaport is our gateway, but a port without value addition is
merely a parking lot.

s SRigta SR TR Uaw §R 7, A e ae & o1 dexig Hadt U urfds
BN
We must look to Singapore and construct a logistics city that refines, assembles, and
repackages goods, transforming Vizhinjam from a transit point into a global economic anchor.
gH B 3R T TR 3R Teb Aoy Rt s =iy ot aegail ! e,
T SR g:Uare e, fore) fafiom uss cifvre foig § afys &m%&n%rr\fﬁtrﬁaﬁaﬁﬂaﬂ
We can also be the gas station of the Indian Ocean; like Chile, we can use our solar and wind

potential to produce green ammonia for the ships docking at our ports, fuelling the maritime
fleets of the future.

g1 fie AR & 19 %3 f 879 9 §; fRIeft &1 e, 89 3o IR 3R UaH &a1 HT SUINT
R GG IR A a1 STeTon o fore Hi Sfar &1 Idre &R Jad &, ot HiasT & agst
SSI B St |

Since heavy industry is ecologically unviable, our path to prosperity lies in the “weightless
economy” — sectors requiring high intellect but low physical footprint.

i YR I RIS FU § Sfaegr §, UK I &1 AN “dea shAmr 8 — T
81 O I ST Qb B A I Y SMTaReh el T

We are the Toulouse of India; with the legacy of VSSC, LPSC, and IIST — Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre, Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre and Indian Institute of
Space Science and Technology — Thiruvananthapuram is already a space citadel.

WWW$ - VSSC, LPSC 3R 1IST — faspd IR1HTE W AR, feifes niuer=
RS WReTg Siafke g Td Miifes GRiM — RvaHdqRd vea 3 & T
& I

We must encourage private startups, creating a commercial “space coast” for nano-satellite
launches and propulsion systems.

&Y ol wTd 3 &l Uicifed &1 a1, H1-3UE Hamun SR MuerH Riew & fore e
FIICTD T PIRe” BT FHI FHAT 1T

Similarly, the presence of Brahmos should be leveraged to set up auxiliary defence
production.

U UBR, FEE &1 SURKT BT STIRT YeTID I&T MG R I o ford fopar s anfg
We must emulate Manchester (“Graphene City”) by turning our rare earth minerals
(ilmenite, monazite) into the microchips and superconductors of tomorrow.

B AR (“IBI RIdt) B SIavl Fxd U S0 ga Gl Il (geaHTge, HFTge)
&I yfdw & msﬁf%n:a 3R gR&Saey & ggaH Amfgu|

The India Innovation Centre for Graphene in Kochi is merely the seed; we must grow the
forest.

S § £Ear T Ao BR AP Sad 99 € 88 R 97 1 [ b1 8|

Given our financial literacy and an economy fuelled by global remittances, we need a
regulatory “sandbox” in a Global FinTech Centre, similar to the Dubai International
Financial Centre (DIFC), to attract the world’s crypto and fintech pioneers.

U faciig arerar 3R Ay dwor ¥ Tenfera srforawy &) 3wd gU, g9 Ay & fbp) ol
1o Srgal B! B d FA & fod Tetaa fFTe® Wex o Ua e “AsalRy ot
SMARIH T &, Ol g% SEARM BISARIA TeR (DIFC) & THH &l
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Furthermore, like The Hague or Singapore, Kerala can become a venue for international
commercial arbitration, leveraging our legal expertise and the serene “peace dividend” of
locations such as Kumarakom to settle global corporate disputes at a fraction of London’s
cost.

TP AT, § 971 A1 RFMYR BT TG, PR SARTPI Mo HERIT BT b 9 Tl @,
3O BT ARSI 3R HHRSH S R & Wid U f3a8e” &1 Iuaht e afyye ke
faaret @ de & ANTd & U 3% IR Yo Il g |

The change beglns here

TRadT agi A = erar e

“God’s Own Country” is a brilliant slogan, but scenic beauty is no longer enough; the
modern traveller craves immersion and activity.

TG 3 Bl Th IHT AR 8, Afdh1 had UIpiadh Jedl 31d Uad g1 o; MY It
e 3FHa SR TR e B

We can be the Montreal of Asia, utilising our vibrant cinema culture and artistic youth to
become the post-production back-office for Hollywood and Bollywood, offering tax credits to
attract global gaming studios and VFX houses/visual effects studios.

T TR BT Aifredd o5 dbd 5, 3T Siidd RFHT TP R HATHS Galsl BT STIRT HR
sﬁﬂgs 3R TGS & oL TRe-MsaRM S&-3H1Tthy 5 ¥ehd €, aﬁ?a%ﬁﬁﬂg%u‘ra%n
VFX TS BT T Td B & o FHR e ¢ 9ahd & |
We must pivot from selling handicrafts to selling “heritage luxury”.

B TR 99 I T FgdhR “giResT TRl g &1 3R &1 d1feT|

Consider the Aranmula Kannadi or the exquisite Balaramapuram handloom; currently,
these are marketed merely as curiosities for tourists.

SRAYAT FAG! I ISP T TERTHYRA FSGH W IR $Y; ad0H H 5% Phad Wed! & g
forman aegasft & =u H fauur fasan s 2|

We must look to Italy’s Tuscany or France’s Lyon — why must a Kasavu saree be mere
attire when it can be couture?

T gedlt & Twpil U1 Wi & w0l BT 3R TG AR — 519 HaTg A1t Feak a7 gabeht g A
dg ad URYH i 752

We need to establish a “Kerala Design Institute” partnering with Milan or Paris to elevate our
master craftsmen into designers, exporting not just the cloth, but the brand.
@th%wuﬂ@aﬁﬁw‘wmm R HRAT A1, ATl FAR
RITIHR fEARTR 977 9, 3R Had HUST &1 Tg! dfewd sire i Fafd = I |

Imagine a global luxury brand based on Kerala’s eco-friendly hand-woven textiles, utilising the
narrative of “sustainable luxury”.

I B TRUI-SIHA XI-HRd] a¥d] TR MYUIRT Th YD AR 1S BT Hed1 B, Sl
“TEATH AR DI STYRN BT ST B |

F|nally, we must turn our climate vulnerability into expertise.

3icct:, §H 3O STefarg HdeRITedl &1 faRusidl § Sea angu|

Like the Dutch, who sell their water management engineering to the world, Kerala can
become a “living lab” for disaster-resilient infrastructure, exporting low-cost, flood-resistant
housing and soil stabilisation technologies to the tropical world.

T P TG, O SO T Tee SOl a3y &1 sad §, HRa SMual-ufRieh SfaeRa & forg
FafdT A9 59 Tpar B, 3R HH AT ardt a1l Sary quT Fer RUSwu deiie! bt
Sursfesi fay 7 fafa o Twar g

The path forward requires a psychological shift.

31 T AW U AHRI® 9Gad ! AT Bl 5|

We must cease asking, “How do we catch up with Bangalore?” and start inquiring, “How do
we collaborate with Amsterdam? How do we compete with Colombo? How do we learn from
Kyoto?”

g I8 U1 §¢ BT AT, “BH AR B sRIaE Y $¥2” 3R I8 UB1 IR& BT a1, “gH
TRTSH & T HY GgdIT H<? T Braal 4 Hd Tfaeqyf $? g0 el 9 w1 dRd?”
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e Kerala has historically served as a bridge between the east and the west.

I WfeiRies =0 § gd $iR ufyd & st U I @1 R
e |tistime we ceased being merely a bridge — and started being the destination.
3 T B b &1 Pad Ag EFT ©1s & — 3R WY Tideg s+

e A destination where the best of the world is adapted, improved, and offered back to humanity
with a distinctly Malayali touch.

T U i o181 [y 1 AWATST B SIU-T STy, JURT 9, 3R faRkry Taare w=f &
THAd $1 YH: U¥gd a1 S|

Flights by non-scheduled operators

need better enforcement
‘ series of flight incidents within a month —

two crashes involving small aircraft, at Ba-

ramati (Maharashtra) in January, and near
Simaria (Jharkhand), and a helicopter crashland-
ing in the Andamans — is a reminder that charter
aviation in India cannot be treated as a lightly reg-
ulated adjunct to commercial flying. The troubled
charter aviation sector is expanding and the need
for oversight has become critical. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) website lists 133
non-scheduled operators, or NSOs (updated fill
September 30, 2025), using a mix of fixed-wing
and rotary-wing aircraft. The meeting on Febru-
ary 24 that the DGCA held with all NSO permit
holders was thus long overdue. The proposal to
rank charter operators based on safety perfor-
mance and the requirement for NSOs to disclose
critical safety information on their websites,
which covers aircraft age, maintenance history,
and pilot experience, could be the first steps to-
wards basic transparency. Equally significant is
the DGCA’s line that commercial considerations
must not be allowed to affect safety, a pointer to
pressures to prioritise VIP schedules and even bu-
siness commitments. The regulator’s focus on
maintenance standards, particularly among oper-
ators with in-house maintenance, repair, and op-
eration facilities, is another critical, but late, in-
tervention. Cockpit voice recorder audits, fuel
records and ADS-B data scrutiny as well as enfor-
cement of flight duty time limitations are pivotal,
though belated, steps. Most importantly, holding
senior management accountable for systemic fai-
lures is another corrective measure.

Adverse weather has been a contributory fac-
tor in several charter and non-scheduled flight ac-
cidents, which includes the Bell 430 helicopter
crash in Andhra Pradesh in 2009 and the Beech-
craft C-90 King Air accident in 2001 that claimed
the lives of prominent political leaders. The
DGCA has specified that recurrent training of pi-
lots must focus on ‘weather awareness strategies
and decision-making in uncontrolled environ-
ments’. The rollout of safety audits, with a physi-
cal workshop on safety, may help align all opera-
tors with the safety mandate. However, the fact is
that there are some operators with poor safety re-
cords. There are also gaps in pilot training and ex-
perience on type, scant simulator training
centres in India, a dearth of quality instructors
and weak audits. It is acknowledged that the reg-
ulator itself is short-staffed in certain safety criti-
cal departments. Earlier this month, the Civil
Aviation Minister spoke of conducting a “very
thorough study™” of flight operations by non-sche-
duled operators and to uncontrolled airfields. But
for such a safety drive to lock into place there has
to be consistent enforcement and committed
transparency.

28F. Up in thq air
3reqy rRyfar 4

e Flights by non-scheduled operators need better
enforcement

R-SgfId SATTRER) gRT JIerd ISH! & T dgar waed Bt
AR &

A series of flight incidents within a month

TP oI+ & War IS veArs &t U g@an

e A series of flight incidents within a month — two crashes
involving small aircraft, at Baramati (Maharashtra) in January,
and near Simaria (Jharkhand), and a helicopter crash-landing in
the Andamans — is a reminder that charter aviation in India
cannot be treated as a lightly regulated adjunct to commercial
flying.

& AgH & HIdR IS ge1sll &1 TP 4T — S-as) & IRl
@ERTY) R Rmfar @REs) & U™ B¢ faum! &1 4 gde,
T SSHM H THBILR BT H-AfST — T8 T18 e § fob wRa o
R [ o1 afvifus IsHl & geor Al Jeras & wu #
T a1 ff HehdlT|

e The troubled charter aviation sector is expanding and the
need for oversight has become critical.

FHRIRRG ATCR (G0 &7 fIR R 3818 SR MR &1
HaRIH T 3d Hgayuf g1 7T 3

o The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
website lists 133 non-scheduled operators, or NSOs (updated
till September 30, 2025), using a mix of fixed-wing and rotary-
wing aircratft.
AR IZTT HETISRITET (DGCA) $I JsHIEe TR 133 AX-
ST ITa¥eR (NSOs) (30 RydeR 2025 T eI e ¢,
SN s -faT ok Me-fa faumt &1 fArsior SuahT Hvd § 1

e The meeting on February 24 that the DGCA held with all
NSO permit holders was thus long overdue.
24 BRad & Tt NSO WRIFE YRST & A DGCA Bt 96 Tdl
9 ¥ Sfuférd off|

e The proposal to rank charter operators based on safety
performance and the requirement for NSOs to disclose critical
safety information on their websites, which covers aircraft age,
maintenance history, and pilot experience, could be the first steps
towards basic transparency.

IRET TS P SMYR TR AT ORI B 3T BT YT 3R NSOs
GRT 30T deTEel R fauH @ oy, Y@RTa Sfagi SR urgde
3HT S Heaqul YR&MT STHBR! e B Bt HTTHT,

g RefRfar @t o § ugen Bed 8 Ihdr |
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Equally significant is the DGCA’s line that commercial considerations must not be allowed to
affect safety, a pointer to pressures to prioritise VIP schedules and even business
commitments.

I & Hgaqul DGCA &1 I8 B § [ It faR! &) Jren &1 yuifad &= &t srgafa
e & S 1R, S VIP HTRIHH! SR TGRS Ufaagarsi ! Mfidmdl A & &ad &f 3R
Hhd PRAT G|

The regulator’s focus on maintenance standards, particularly among operators with in-house
maintenance, repair, and operation facilities, is another critical, but late, intervention.

T 1 WRETG AD] IR &M, faReHR I SHTuReR] & it ST U 37-8139 38R,
TR 3R e gRum §, T 3R Agayuf dAfee feifad ssau 81

Cockpit voice recorder audits, fuel records and ADS-B data scrutiny as well as enforcement
of flight duty time limitations are pivotal, though belated, steps.

Popite araa RepTeR oifee, S SfiaE 3R ADS-B el F1 v quT IS STt T i
&1 Jdd- Hgayul, Tt fadfad, sea gl

Most importantly, holding senior management accountable for systemic failures is another
corrective measure.

T Ayl I8 g & yumehra fawadrstt & g aks veed &) Jaeg 383 T 3R
JURTHS U g |

Adverse weather has been a contributory factor in several charter and non-scheduled flight
accidents, which includes the Bell 430 helicopter crash in Andhra Pradesh in 2009 and the
Beechcraft C-90 King Air accident in 2001 that claimed the lives of prominent political
leaders.

gfdpe T Ps d1e 3R R-3Yfd ISH gHeAsl # Werd HR® 87 7, orad 2000 #
3Ty U= H 99 430 FEABIPR gHe 3R 2001 H drershiore ¢-90 fH7T TR gefer A €,
fored U I Al &t 4o g8 il

The DGCA has specified that recurrent training of pilots must focus on ‘weather awareness
strategies and decision-making in uncontrolled environments’.

DGCA A [fEy faman g o uraaiet & siaddf ufreror & g SiRedhdr XTIl SR Sififd
araraRur # Fofg-FRufRor w e1m Sfed g anfgul

The rollout of safety audits, with a physical workshop on safety, may help align all operators
with the safety mandate.

RET TR N BRI & T JRE ATST BT 3R Tt 3TIReRN DY JRET MY F SET
M B TS 8 ghel 2|

However, the fact is that there are some operators with poor safety records.

ST, A2 U8 & 5 0 SHToReR) T GRem RepTe Wi 2|

There are also gaps in pilot training and experience on type, scant simulator training centres
in India, a dearth of quality instructors and weak audits.

YTIde SRS AR YPR TR SHd F o} SfeRTd 2, HRel & i Rgdies uikierr g ¥, Toraer
aTdl ufieh! ot i § SIR ofifse FHeR 5

It is acknowledged that the regulator itself is short-staffed in certain safety critical
departments.

g@mﬂmﬁmm%%mﬁﬁn@@m&mmﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ@cﬁw
I

Earlier this month, the Civil Aviation Minister spoke of conducting a “very thorough study” of
flight operations by non-scheduled operators and to uncontrolled airfields.

Y TEH B LI A AR ST WA 7 R-Srgfard SHTReR) 3iR Siffad gars asf o
IS I &1 “Jgd T8 AT HRA DI §1d gl |

But for such a safety drive to lock into place there has to be consistent enforcement and
committed transparency.

Afp Tt JR& Uee ) W s & AT Tad TadH iR Ufdes TR RfT siawas g1
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Deadlines, disputes,
doubts dog UMEED
for waqfproperties

Telangana’s wagf institutions are caught in a high-pressure race to digitise decades and centuries-old records on

the UME

D portal. launched by the Centre to bring transparency and efficiency to waqf management. But what

began as a reform e;
legal uncertainty, institutional disputes and distrust over intent. The controvers)

reise has unfolded into a complex. anxiety-ridden process marked by technical glitches,

been sharpened by

disagreements between the T

elangana State Waqgf Board and Depariment of Herit

as well as political and

legal challenges to the amended law, writes Syed Mohammed

they miss the deadline, thousands of pro-
perties, some of them centuries old, may
into a digital void.

itially discouraged uploading documents to the
portal, citing apprehensions that the Union go-
vernment could interpret it as acceptance of the

That fear hangs heavy outside a central The Waqgf Wagf (Amendment) Act, the position later shifted
in Hyderabad, where small groups of men | poard had amid fears of irreversible loss.

wait in silence, files pressed close to their chests. entered The AIMPLB is of the opinion that the legisla-
Some hold rolled gazette notifications and title A tion is discriminatory and contradicts Articles I4
deeds while others carry electricity bills, tax re- | Cerain (equality before law and equal protection of the
ceipts or fragile photocopies salvaged from age- | Medieval laws), 25 (freedom of conscience and free profes-
ing registers. Every scrap of paper matters. A few | MONUMeNts | sion, practice and propagation of religion) and
hundred metres from the masjid, across a busy | into UMEED 26 (freedom to manage religious affairs) of the
road, another queue mirrors the first. Onadesig- | portal. The Constitution. y
nated floar inside a government office, Young | (epartment Explaining the dilemma, AIMPLB spokesper-
men with sunken eyes and parched lips - evident | 1 (C0 o son and member S.Q.R. llyas told The Hindu says,

effects of fasting — type relentlessly into laptops.
Every document that can establish a property as
wagf must be uploaded to the UMEED Wagqf por-
tal before time runs out.

The urgency is unmistakable, the anxiety visi-

worship from

“We had hoped for a halt on uploading till the is-
sue was fully dealt with. But in order not to lose
out, the Board then said people can go ahead
with uploading. The case has to go to a larger
bench of the Supreme Court, and the Board will

ble. The first deadline has already slippedby. The | the portal, fight it out, including on aspects of law of limit
next one, March 12, is barely a fortnight away, | jnvoking tion.” The scale of what is at stake is staggering.
and the scale of the task is overwhelming. Section 3D of According to Telangana State Wagf Board CEO
Launched amid promises of reform, the ‘“. F - Mohammed Asadullah, the State has 33,929 ga-
UMEED (Unified Waqf Management, Empower- aq zette-notified wagf properties while another
ment, Efficiency and Development) portal was | (Amendment) | 13 400 were identified during the second waqf
pitched last June by Union Minister for Minority | Act, 2025 survey. This is in addition to about 2,800 wagfin-
Affairs Kiren Rijiju as a system that would “not | sgjunrao stitutions listed in the K.ltdh u]Awqauf the regns
only bring transparency but also help the com- | KUTHADI, ter of end
mon Muslims, particularly women and chil- | Director, . that existed before 1954.
dren”. Conceived as a centralised digital plat- m:"r'#.;‘,m Spread across cities, towns and remote villag-

form, it seeks reak-time uploading, verification
and monitoring of wagf properties, offering geo-
tagged inventories, GIS integration, transparent
leasing records, an online grievance
system and public access to verified data.

In Telangana, however, the ground reality be-

es, these assets form the backbone of religious,
charitable and community life. And even these
numbers, officials admit, may not capture the
full extent of wagfby-user properties that exist
without formal records.

The problems were not merely legal or pro-

gan unravelling within days of the exercise.
Thousands of wagf properties had to be ide
fied, their paperwork traced, collated and digi
tised, often from fragmented, incomplete or dis-
puted records, within a rigid timeframe. Distrust
over intent, unfamiliarity with digital proce-
dures, confusion over technical questions and le-
gal uncertainty combined to slow the process,
even as the clock kept ticking.

Matters were further complicated when the
All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLE)
approached the Supreme Court of India. With
the outcome described within the community as
disappointing, hesitation set in among mutawal-
lis (manager, caretaker or superintendent of a
wagf, an Islamic charitable endowment) and ma-
naging committees.

Besides, there was dissatisfaction over the ap-
proach of the AIMPLB. While the Board had in-

cedural; they were also technical. “After we

, located at Haj

Telangana State Waqf

maoved the Wagf Tribunal, there continued to be
some technical difficulties. The bulk approval se-
lection was disabled. So we had to select each
and every entry to either approve or reject. This
proved time consuming. The number of enclo-
sures or list of documents increased too,” says
Asadullah, outlining the challenges the Telanga-
na Waqf Board has been grappling with.

On February 23, Syed Bandagi Badeshah Qua-
dri, a member of the Telangana Waqf Board from
the mutawalli community, flagged anather con-
cern, which he says had been conveyed to chair-
man Syed Azmatullah Huseni. “Applications of-
ten show the status as ‘submitted’ but applicants
are not informed if they are later rejected or re-
quire corrections,” he says.

Fault lines on the portal

Many, he points out, assume their applications
are under process when they may not be. Since
registration ultimately depends on approval on
the portal, such gaps could leave properties un-
registered. “There is an urgent need to alert ap-
plicants through SMS, email or portal notifica-
tions and ask them to recheck their application
status,” he suggests.

Even as these technical issues and procedural
ambiguities persist, the number of wagf-by-user
applications has increased. This, in turn, ex-
posed another fault line — more than one person
or committee has, in several cases, staked claim
toa single institution. “In this case, we decided to
go according to what the records state. If the re-
cords state that a person is a mutawalli, we are
not entertaining applications in which another
person claims to be the mutawalli of the same
wagf institution.” Asadullah explains.

When concerns around registering on the por-
tal were at their peak last year, the human cost of
the exercise played out late one night at the Shahi
Masjid complex in Public Gardens. There, a room
had been converted into a centre for uploading

wagf property de-
tails onto UMEED

e =
A man stepped

out quietly. The
Applications often show  collar of his shirt
thestatus as 'submitted”  was  frayed, his
but applicants are not trousers  hung
informed if they are later loose and wom

. h rubber  slippers
rejected or require slapped  against
corrections cracked ankles as
SYEDBANDAGI BADESHAH
QUAD!

mm: State Wagf Board

with fatigue. He
approached thase assisting applicants through
the night. Asked if his work was complete, he
nodded. He had travelled from a place near Na-
rayanpet, about 170 km from Hyderabad, to regis-
ter a small mosque he established years ago.

“Earlier, there was no masjid for 7-8 kilo-
metres. At our masjid, around 25 people come to
pray. We need an imam (one who leads daily con-
gregational prayers). There is a room for him to
stay,” he had said.

Moments later, he climbed into a waiting au-
torickshaw, started the engine and drove away.
was another institution logged into a vast,
stillunfinished digital exercise. Volunteers say
there were many such instances: people from
maodest backgrounds, travelling long distances,
determined to ensure that the wagf institutions
they represent exist on record.

While anxiety runs high among many stake-
holders, some others, particularly those associat-
ed with smaller and relatively newer wagf pro-
perties, say they have chosen not to upload
documents. “It is not clear how the information
will be used or whether the Central government
will interfere. This is why we did not go ahead

with uploading documents,” says a person, asso-
ciated with a small masjid in Banjara Hills, con-
structed nearly five years ago, requesting
anonymity.

Official data obtained on February 24 shows
both, progress and backlog. As many as 17,289
properties submitted by makers were pending
with checkers, while 6,638 submissions cleared
by checkers awaited approval. Another 23,945
properties had already been approved. In all, re-
cords show that 62,837 wagf property registra-
tions had either been initiated or completed. Offi-
cials, however, point out that these figures mask
the scale of pending work, with verification stag-

es, documentation corrections and approval bot- _

tlenecks continuing to slow the process.

Even as the Wagf Board grapples with num-
bers and technical hurdles, a new complication
emerged last week, adding yet another layer to
an already demanding exercise.

A new complication

The Department of Heritage Telangana (DHT}
has claimed that the Wagf Board had entered cer-
tain medieval monuments — Muslim in nature —
into UMEED portal.

DHT direcior Arjun Rao Kuthadi told The Hin-
du that the department has sought the removal of
these places of worship from the portal, invoking
Section 3D of the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025.

The section renders void any declar: ofa
protected monument as wagf. Accordingly, any
notification identifying a property as wagf would
not be valid if the site is protected under the An-
cient Monuments Preservation Act of 1904 or the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites
and Remains Act of 1958.

The Waqf Board, however, has pushed back
strongly against the claims. Senior officials say
while a formal response is being prepared and re-
levant documentation sought from the depart-
ment, the issue cannot be reduced to a narrow le-
gal reading. Questions around continuation of
rituals, customs and acts of worship at such sites,
they argue, must be examined and addressed.

Officials maintain that the interpretation of
Section 3D itself warrants careful scrutiny.
Whether the provision applies to the structure
alone or to the land on which it stands, and to
what extent, are matters that need deliberation,
they say. A blanket transfer of institutions, along
with associated land parcels, cannot be underta-
ken without detailed deliberation. While DHT of-
ficials have indicated that legal remedies may be
explored, if required, the Wagf Board continues
to assert that these are active religious places of
worship and that it remains a stakeholder.

The controversy has also drawn in political
voices. Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owaisi, who is
also president of All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen, had raised serious concerns during the
introduction and passage of the amendment over
how Section 3D could be implemented. He had
warned that worship at such sites could, in cer-
tain contexts, be restricted orstoplped altogether.

‘Owaisi had said the provision was not part
of the original Bill but was introduced “surrepti-
tiously” on the day of drhare The Section, he
said, would “snatch m: imam baras and dar-
gahs from the Wagf Board”, leading Muslims to
lose their places of worship. He also cited the re-
commendations of the Sachar Committee, which
had suggested that Muslim places of worshi
Delhi under the custody of Archaealogical Survey
of India be handed over to Delhi Waqf Board.

Now, as legal interpretations are contested and
institutional positions harden, the clock conti-
nues to tick. With the March 12 deadline for
uploading documents to UMEED portal looming,
Wagf Board officials say they remain hopeful of
completing the process, even as the digital exer-
cise unfolds amid unresalved disputes and rising
uncertainty.

28F. Deadlines, disputes, doubts dog UMEED for waqf properties

THg-JHTY, ﬁawaﬁvamwmﬁu’r%ﬁrq UMEED Y U= &R gt 8

e Telangana’s waqf institutions are caught in a high-pressure race to digitise decades and
centuries-old records on the UMEED portal, launched by the Centre to bring transparency

and efﬁcjency to wagf management.
b ey o

3R g&rdl A & o g gRT YR fbU T UMEED Tidd TR g1 3R

il A RepTe o1 fSeres w3 3 3= Ga1a arell GIs # delTHT &1 9o TR Bl g5 3 |

e Butwhat began as a reform exercise has unfolded into a complex, anxiety-ridden process
marked by technical glitches, legal uncertainty, institutional disputes and distrust over intent.

Qo1 o1t Ufehar gUR & =4 J = gs o,

I8 debrileh! @],

3R HIM Bl AB AIY T W T wifed 3R e ufshar 99 718 2|

e The controversy has been sharpened by disagreements between the Telangana State Waqf
Board and Department of Heritage as well as political and legal challenges to the amended

law, writes Syed Mohammed.

wﬁamﬁﬂwwmw@éﬁwﬁvmﬁm%aﬁamﬁaamm

, TRITTTd faaral

Eal

AP TSI SR B TN T 3R e &1 e 2, o) © dag Mewrel

o |f they miss the deadline, thousands of properties, some of them centuries old, may slip into a

digital void.

gfe ¥ Trg-fer g U, @) goIRT GuRnl, RE @ o afedl w7, fefied 3o & 9 gt

gl
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That fear hangs heavy outside a central masjid in Hyderabad, where small groups of men
wait in silence, files pressed close to their chests. ]

IE Y FERTETG B TP Do ARG & a6 TeXM™T g3 5, 951 ool & Ble-8ic J1g Jud™
TS §, BIEd UH ¥ T g

Some hold rolled gazette notifications and title deeds while others carry electricity bills, tax
receipts or fragile photocoples salvaged from ageing registers.

$3 & gl § TTole ¥ 3R TTecd S5y fauel g3 §, Safeh o fawrel fad, &R ¥iie
R IR Y FepTedt 71 T Bicip I g gU el

Every scrap of paper matters.

IS BT GR CH ST A XA 5 |

A few hundred metres from the masjid, across a busy road, another queue mirrors the first.

AR O Q HeX R, U I I & 39 UR, GO HdR Ugel i &) ake fowrs it 21

On a designated floor inside a government office, young men with sunken eyes and parched
lips — evident effects of fasting — type relentlessly into laptops.

T R HRifed ot Fufid dford 1R, et sifE 3R g gia! arel gaT — Iuad & W THIG
— TAR A9 IR T8U FR I 8

Every document that can establish a property as waqf must be uploaded to the UMEED Waqf
portal before time runs out.

St +ft TATaS fpelt Tuf &1 99 g R Tl 8, S 99 YA §H ¥ Ugdl UMEED T@h
UIEd W A ST AR g

The urgency is unmistakable, the anxiety visible.

qPTEd T 37K i 9 s et g

The first deadline has already slipped by.

Ugal IHg-HH U 8 e d gt g

The next one, March 12, is barely a fortnight away, and the scale of the task is overwhelming.
SATClt THG-HT, 12 AT, TEw &) IwE gR & 3R B &1 U 4Rt B

Launched amid promises of reform, the UMEED (Unified Waqf Management,
Empowerment, Efficiency and Development) portal was pitched last June by Union
Minister for Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju as a system that would “not only bring transparency
but also help the common Muslims, particularly women and children”.

JUR & d1el & o9 T {631 T UMEED (@fT%15S 99 A-wie, Trravde, ThRied
TS Iqaudc) UIdd [Ued 57 § $eig SieusiRegs Aal & H3t fapeor RSy grT v Uit
TR & =0 H TR foha 71T 4T STt 1 et URGHRIAT AT Sfee 3T THTHH, faiwes?
Aigemsit iR 5=t Bt Agg Wt By

Conceived as a centralised digital platform, it seeks real-time uploading, verification and
monitoring of waqf properties, offering geotagged inventories, GIS integration, transparent
leasing records, an online grievance redressal system and public access to verified data.

Wéﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ@ﬂﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁéﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂamm&m

TG R AR &7 780 Wl § 71 Forl1-¢78 34, GIS Tdh oI, UReRI aiet Raple,

S aTe Rieraa Faro T oiR T Se1 de Adee Ugd U SRdl gl

In TeIangana however, the ground reality began unravelling within days of the exercise.
ﬁwawﬁwm%wﬁﬁﬁaﬁeﬁwwmwm

Thousands of waqgf properties had to be identified, their paperwork traced, collated and
digitised, often from fragmented, incomplete or disputed records, within a rigid timeframe.

BORI % YU B UgaH B! Ual, 3790 BRI gadhy, Thd IR 3R [SRieRy & us,
ST SRR foRaR gu, oqul 1 faarfed Ravrs 2, a8 f U HoR qua-ai & fidR |

Distrust over intent, unfamiliarity with digital procedures, confusion over technical questions
and legal uncertainty combined to slow the process, even as the clock kept ticking.

HR B AR Ay, fSforea uftranstt I srafem, dad-ita! Udl TR Y8 3R B SHAfEaar 3
iR ufchan o1 dtar o fear, Sefd Iug AR diddr 3@l

Matters were further complicated when the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
approached the Supreme Court of India.

o Sifer $F&ar gfeaw wiFe af 918 (AIMPLB) 7 YRd & Hate <ImaTerd &1 34 a1, @
A 3R Sifed gl 7|
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e With the outcome described within the community as disappointing, hesitation set in among
mutawallis and managing committees.

e & HieR TRumy & RIS Sd1¢ S & §1e gaaferal sik yee afifaal &
feaicreee Uar 81 TS |
e Besides, there was dissatisfaction over the approach of the AIMPLB.

Y& AT AIMPLB & YD BT dh HY SEary T

¢ While the Board had initially discouraged uploading documents to the portal, citing
apprehensions that the Union government could interpret it as acceptance of the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, the position later shifted amid fears of irreversible loss.

smfﬁsaﬁ"s‘ﬁ%ﬁagwwm@wlqw TS B I galieanied fobar of fb o
WHR 3T ap (IFeF) AR o Wipld 7 Iobd! €, Al a1g H 3R I T & <
q IS 9 95d T[T

e The AIMPLB is of the opinion that the legislation is discriminatory and contradicts Articles 14,
25 and 26 of the Constitution.
AIMPLB &1 9d g f I8 ST Yeuaqul § SR \iae & 3rfedq 14, 25 3R 26 FI Iawe
IRATG

e Explaining the dilemma, AIMPLB spokesperson and member S.Q.R. IIyas told The Hindu,
“We had hoped for a halt on uploading till the issue was fully dealt with.”
a4 FHETd §U AIMPLB & TaadT 3R 68 .9, 3. 3o A < fig § o1, 58 sufle
4t fob oTe e AHel PRI ORE 7 Gergl S, SUeiiiST UR b Tl |”

e The scale of what is at stake is staggering.
S &l IR 1 &, IHPHT UHHT i ara gl

e According to Telangana State Wagf Board CEO Mohammed Asadullah, the State has
33,929 gazette-notified waqgf properties.
mwwaé%@éﬁﬁm&mmﬁ% TR, 9 H 33,929 Tere-Af Ry
I HuRrl |

e Now, as legal interpretations are contested and institutional positions harden, the clock
continues to tick.

3fd 5§ R faaTied & SfR TRINTA $W HSR B o Xg 8, a9 THa &1 g5 Sl
el S &

o With the March 12 deadline for uploading documents to the UMEED portal looming, Waqf
Board officials say they remain hopeful of completing the process, even as the digital exercise
unfolds amid unresolved disputes and rising uncertainty.

UMEED TIEd TR GXTa9l UTIS H3- &1 12 HIE & THI-HIH] Aelgid 3 & I, a6 aie
¥ B B & b 3 ufshar T 8 Y Ao 3 ot 3menfyd B, vl € Te fefdrea snama
3gag faaret ok sedt sifAfyaar & f om 9 @18
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28F | How Pakistan and Afghan Taliban, former allies, drifted into an ‘open war’
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‘Open war”: Afghan Taliban
seeks ‘dialogue’ as Pakistan
bombs Kabul, other cities
S—

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan bombed major ci-
ties in Afghanistan includ-
ing the capital Kabul on
Friday, with Islamabad’s
Defence Minister declaring
the neighbours at “open
war” following months of
tit-for-tat clashes.

The overnight operation
was Pakistan’s most wides-
pread bombardment of the
Afghan capital and its first
air strikes on the southern
power base of the Taliban
authorities since they re-
turned to power in 2021.

“Children, women, and
old people were running,”
Gander Khan, a 65-year-
old man, told AFP in front
of rows of tents at the Oma-
ri camp.

Pakistan’s latest opera-
tion came after Afghan
forces attacked Pakistani
border troops on Thursday
night in retaliation for ear-
lier air strikes by
Islamabad.

Taliban  government
spokesman Zabihullah Mu-
jahid said Afghan forces
killed 55 Pakistani soldiers
and captured several oth-
ers, while putting the
death toll among Afghan
troops at 13.

The head of the Pakis-
tan military’s publicity
wing, Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry,
told reporters “274 Taliban
regime members and ter-
rorists” had been killed,
for the loss of 12 Pakistani
troops.

The sharp surge in hos-
tilities drew international
concern, with China, Bri-
tain and the International
Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) calling for im-
mediate de-escalation and
return to dialogue.

Relations between the
neighbours have plunged
in recent months, with

Taliban fighters sit beside an antwaalrcraft gun while keeping watch
for Pakistan's fighter jets in Khost province, Afghanistan. REUTERS

land border crossings lar-
gely shut since deadly
fighting in October that
killed more than 70 people
on both sides.

TTP factor

Islamabad accuses Afghan-
istan of failing to act
against militant groups
that carry out attacks in Pa-
kistan, which the Taliban
government denies.

Most of the attacks have
been claimed by the Teh-
reek-eTaliban  Pakistan
(TTP), a militant group that
has stepped up assaults in
Pakistan since the Afghan
Taliban returned to power.

Pakistan’s Defence Mi-
nister Khawaja Asif de-
clared an “all-out confron-
tation” with the Taliban
government, posting on X:
“Now it is open war bet-
ween us and you.”

Taliban  government
spokesman Mujahid said
Afghanistan wanted “dia-
logue” to resolve the
conflict.

“We have repeatedly
emphasised a peaceful so-
lution, and still want the
problem to be resolved
through dialogue,” Mr. Mu-
jahid told a news confe-
rence, adding: “Right now,
Pakistani planes, recon-
naissance aircraft, are fly-
ing over Afghanistan’s
airspace.”

The overnight strikes

mark a “significant and
dangerous escalation from
earlier clashes”, South Asia
expert Michael Kugelman
said on X.

“Pakistan appears to
have expanded its target-
ing beyond TTP to the Tali-
ban regime itself,” he said.

Several rounds of nego-
tiations between Islama-
bad and Kabul followed an
initial ceasefire brokered
by Qatar and Turkey, but
the efforts have failed to
produce a lasting agree-
ment.

After repeated breaches
of the initial truce, Saudi
Arabia intervened this
month, mediating the re-
lease of three Pakistani sol-
diers captured by Afghan-
istan in October.

Iran, which shares bor-
der with Afghanistan and
Pakistan, offered on Friday
to help “facilitate dia-
logue”, while the Saudi Fo-
reign Minister spoke with
his Pakistani counterpart
and China said it was
“working with” both coun-
tries while calling for calm.

ICRC President Mirjana
Spoljaric said the organisa-
tion was preparing to res-
pond with humanitarian
assistance but stressed that
“no humanitarian res-
ponse can compensate for
political will to respect the
rules of war and prioritise
de-escalation”.

28F. ‘Open war’: Afghan Taliban
seeks ‘dialogue’ as Pakistan
bombs Kabul, other cities
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e Pakistan bombed major cities in
Afghanistan including the capital Kabul on
Friday, with Islamabad’s Defence Minister
declaring the neighbours at “open war”
following months of tit-for-tat clashes.

UTfoha - YHAR DI B o Tgd
e, o ot erge o Tt 8, W
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IS Y T X8 wiaTe TUS & G gl
TSI =M & S Gt G~ B A0 1|
e The overnight operation was

Pakistan’s most widespread bombardment
of the Afghan capital and its first air strikes
on the southern power base of the Taliban

authorities since they returned to power in
2021.
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e “Children, women, and old people
were running,” Gander Khan, a 65-year-old
man, told AFP in front of rows of tents at the

Omari camp.
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e Pakistan’s latest operation came
after Afghan forces attacked Pakistani
border troops on Thursday night in
retaliation for earlier air strikes by

Islamabad.
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e Taliban government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said Afghan forces killed 55 Pakistani
soldiers and captured several others, while putting the death toll among Afghan troops at 13.
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e The head of the Pakistan military’s publicity wing, Lieutenant General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry, told reporters “274 Taliban regime members and terrorists” had been killed, for
the loss of 12 Pakistani troops.
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I

o The sharp surge in hostilities drew international concern, with China, Britain and the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) calling for immediate de-escalation and
return to dialogue.
q1a H 317S 39 e SGIeRt 1 SfavTgig fem U1 1, wiel 9, fes SiRk sfawrghy Ys B
IFATT (ICRC) A ThTd T BH B 31R HATE W dled H1 Ui i

e Relations between the neighbours have plunged in recent months, with land border crossings
largely shut since deadly fighting in October that killed more than 70 people on both sides.
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TTP factor
ft oR®

e Islamabad accuses Afghanistan of failing to act against militant groups that carry out attacks
in Pakistan, which the Taliban government denies.
SXATHIEIG SR WR Ul H gHA B aTd SUdIe! THg! & RAds HRaTs = B &l
3RIY T &, Ford fera WRBR THR & |

e Most of the attacks have been claimed by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a militant
group that has stepped up assaults in Pakistan since the Afghan Taliban returned to power.
' EZAR dedie-u-arfea wifewar @t A f 8, Sram srem arfeee
& Tl 8 dieA & d1g U™ d g9 ol & U 8|
o Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif declared an “all-out confrontation” with the
Taliban government, posting on X: “Now it is open war between us and you.”
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e Taliban government spokesman Mujahid said Afghanistan wanted “dialogue” to resolve the
conflict.
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o “We have repeatedly emphasised a peaceful solution, and still want the problem to be
resolved through dialogue,” Mr. Mujahid told a news conference, adding: “Right now,
Pakistani planes, reconnaissance aircraft, are flying over Afghanistan’s airspace.”

‘B IR-gR rifaquf wETeTE W 9k fear 8 oiR 3 it 91ga § o g &1 gy Targ @
g1 St goTfes 3 T U i | 3T, IR SileT: 39 90y uTfdear- faur ok gl faume
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e The overnight strikes mark a “significant and dangerous escalation from earlier clashes”,
South Asia expert Michael Kugelman said on X.

G feror uRr o=y ATsed AR A TR IR $El i 3 AR 89 Ugd &1 reul 3
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o “Pakistan appears to have expanded its targeting beyond TTP to the Taliban regime itself,”
he said.
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"

e Several rounds of negotiations between Islamabad and Kabul followed an initial ceasefire

brokered by Qatar and Turkey, but the efforts have failed to produce a lasting agreement.
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e After repeated breaches of the initial truce, Saudi Arabia intervened this month, mediating
the release of three Pakistani soldiers captured by Afghanistan in October.
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e |ran, which shares a border with Afghanistan and Pakistan, offered on Friday to help
“facilitate dialogue”, while the Saudi Foreign Minister spoke with his Pakistani counterpart
and China said it was “working with” both countries while calling for calm.
3, forges) e e SR e it ¥ @ 8, 3 LehaR Bl TG B G
FA & Uee &1 UG BT, STaih el faeRT Bt 3 30 it e I a1d $f 3R
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e |CRC President Mirjana Spoljaric said the organisation was preparing to respond with
humanitarian assistance but stressed that “no humanitarian response can compensate for
political will to respect the rules of war and prioritise de-escalation.”
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Canadian PM Carney
lands in Mumbai for
four-day India visit

MUMEBAI

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney landed in In-
dia on Friday as he hopes
to reset ties and double
trade, offsetting the dam-
age from his country’s frac-
turing relations with the
United States.

Mr. Carney landed in
Mumbai, where he is ex-
pected to address business
leaders. The Canadian
Prime Minister will be tra-
velling to New Delhi and
will meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Mon-
day. Mr. Carney will also

nister S. Jaishankar, and
there will be an exchange
of MoUs. He will also ad-
dress the India-Canada
CEO Forum.

Mr. Carney is expected
to focus on India-Canada
trade negotiations for a
comprehensive economic
partnership agreement, in-
vestment opportunities,
cooperation in fossil fuel
and nuclear energy, as well
as critical minerals tech-
nology. After his India visit,
Mr. Carney will fly to Aus-
tralia to discuss coopera-
tion on defence and mari-
time security.

28F. Canadian PM Carney lands in
Mumbai for four-day India visit

HATST & UUTTHA BT IR feadiiy
YRd 91 IR a5 Ugd

e Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
landed in India on Friday as he hopes to reset
ties and double trade, offsetting the damage
from his country’s fracturing relations with the
United States.
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e Mr. Carney landed in Mumbai, where
he is expected to address business leaders.
it S Gag Ugd, el 3% ATUTIRSD arsil HI
YT HA BT IHE B

e The Canadian Prime Minister will be
travelling to New Delhi and will meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Monday.

FHATST b TUFH 7 feen S 3R JHaR &1
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e Mr. Carney will also meet External

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, and there will be an exchange of MoUs.
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e He will also address the India-Canada CEO Forum.
d YRA-HATST A5 BRA DI 1} FaIerd H|

e Mr. Carney is expected to focus on India-Canada trade negotiations for a comprehensive
economic partnership agreement, investment opportunities, cooperation in fossil fuel
and nuclear energy, as well as critical minerals technology.

St B T HRA-HATST ATIR T W A Bigd I B SHIG &, DT AT s
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wenfre 2t g
e After his India visit, Mr. Carney will fly to Australia to discuss cooperation on defence and
maritime security.
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" International law is not dead, its rules stay resilient

ising tensions between the United States
Rand Iran, with threats of the use of force,

have once again triggered a debate on the
utility of international law. International relations
scholars are writing obituaries of international
law, arguing that one should brace for a
norm-free world. This precarious argument
started with the Russian invasion of Ukraine
(2022), followed by Israel’s military actions in
Gaza and West Asia. Donald Trump’s presidency,
the recent illegal American actions in Venezuela,
the U.Ss withdrawal from numerous
international organisations, and Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s astute observation of
‘rupture’ in the global order have given this
thought a fillip. While it is true that international
law is undergoing one of its darkest phases,
pronouncing its death is not just merely
intellectually lazy but also misleading.

Use of force

Let us take one of the most fundamental
international norms — the prohibition on the
threat or use of force in international relations,
enshrined in Article 2(4) of the United Nations
Charter — as an example to understand this. It is
true that this norm has been breached many
times in recent years, but it has not been
unprecedented. In 1970, international lawyer
Thomas Franck argued that Article 2(4) had died
because of wars around the world, owing to the
Cold War rivalry between the U.S. and the then
Soviet Union. In the past four decades, the U.S.
and other powers have been involved in several
wars, including the Soviet-Afghan war (1979-89),
the Falklands war (1982), the Gulf war (1990-91),
and conflicts in Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan
(2001), Iraq (2003), Syria, and Libya in the 2010s.
All these wars, like the wars and military attacks
in the last few years, battered Article 2(4); they
could not kill it. The law continues to exist and
remains the only normative framework for
holding the powerful accountable.

Prabhash Ranjan

is Professor and

Vice Dean (Research),
Jindal Global

Law School

Proclaiming the
death of
international
law aids

world tyrants

As Columbia professor Menica Hakimi argues,
when international relations are legalised, those
wielding public power are compelled to explain
their conduct using the framework of
international law. The claims that they make
about authority will resonate with people only
when their actions are grounded in domestic and
international rules. Related to this is the point
that international law is the only framework that
gives the powerless a semblance of agency to ask
questions to those wielding public power. A
world without such a normative framework
would be far more dangerous.

Still, today’s breach of Article 2(4) differs
qualitatively from the past. In the past, powerful
states justified their use of force by employing the
analytical framework of international law,
demonstrating that even hegemons needed this
normative framework. This left open a prospect
of dialogue and deliberation. So, in the 1990s and
2000s, the U.S. legally expanded the
interpretation of self-defence — an exception to
the use of force — to justify its military actions.
Whether the American legal interpretations were
correct or merely a tool to mask its imperial
designs is debatable.

In today’s populist-authoritarian world, there
is brazenness. A scarce attempt is made to justify
behaviour as per international law, and the
imperial designs stare in one’s face. The U.S.'s
repeated insistence on Venezuelan oil drives
home the point. It is this rising
populist-authoritarianism that poses the greatest
threat to international law, not the act of a
military strike or invasion itself.

Looking beyond the use of force
Concurrently, it would be a mistake to reduce the
entire body of international law to the UN
Charter. While the UN Charter is undoubtedly a
critical pillar, it does not by itself define the
legalisation of international relations that has
occurred over the last eight decades. Today,

international law is widespread and diverse,
governing international trade, foreign
investment, civil aviation, maritime resources,
outer space, human rights, climate change,
chemical and biological weapons, and many
other areas. This, as Yale professor Oona A.
Hathaway argues, means that international law is
flourishing as a social phenomenon.

International law works silently
International law-making continues unabated, as
evidenced by the conclusion of free trade
agreement negotiations between India and the
European Union. In recent years, key treaties
such as the High Seas Treaty (aimed at the
sustainability of marine biological diversity), and
a Pandemic Agreement (to strengthen pandemic
prevention), have been signed. Over the years,
hundreds of international courts, at global (such
as the International Criminal Court) and regional
levels (such as the African Court on Human and
Peoples’ Rights), have been created,
demonstrating the judicialisation of international
relations. These courts, away from the limelight,
continue to resolve complex international law
disputes peacefully.

In sum, as international lawyer Philippe Sands
reminds us, much of international law operates
silently and seamlessly behind the scenes, despite
the media-grabbing headlines about breaches of
the UN Charter. This silent international law
enables goods and people to cross borders, and
communication networks to transcend national
geographies, positively impacting the lives of
ordinary people. Just as one does not abandon a
liberal constitutional order due to an
authoritarian regime running amok, one should
fight to preserve the existing liberal international
law order against the global bullies. Pontificating
on the death of international law only plays into
the hands of the global bullies.

The views expressed are personal

28F. International law is not dead, its rules stay resilient
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e Let us take one of the most fundamental international norms — the prohibition on the threat or

use of force in international relations, enshrined in Article 2(4) of the United Nations
Charter — as an example to understand this.
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e |n 1970, international lawyer Thomas Franck argued that Article 2(4) had died because of
wars around the world, owing to the Cold War rivalry between the U.S. and the then Soviet
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e In the past four decades, the U.S. and other powers have been involved in several wars,

including the Soviet-Afghan war (1979-89), the Falklands war (1982), the Gulf war (1990-
91), and conflicts in Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan (2001), Iraq (2003), Syria, and Libya in
the 2010s.
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While the UN Charter is undoubtedly a critical pillar, it does not by itself define the
legalisation of international relations that has occurred over the last eight decades.
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e Today, international law is widespread and diverse, governing international trade, foreign
investment, civil aviation, maritime resources, outer space, human rights, climate change,
chemical and biological weapons, and many other areas.
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e Inrecent years, key treaties such as the High Seas Treaty (aimed at the sustainability of
marine biological diversity), and a Pandemic Agreement (to strengthen pandemic
prevention), have been signed.
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Greens win UK. bypoll, in blow to Starmer

Green Party’s Hannah Spencer won the Gorton and Denton seat with 40.7% votes; Reform UK came in second with 28.7%, while Labour finished

third with 254%; Prime Minister Starmer called the result ‘very disappointing, but said he would fight against extremes both on the right and left

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

t was a bad night for
l UK. Prime Minister

Keir Starmer and his
Labour Party after the
Green Party won the Grea-
ter Manchester parliamen-
tary seat of Gorton and
Denton from Labour. The
nativist far-right party Re-
form UK came in second
and Labour in third place
in an election that could
further erode Mr. Starm-
er’s ability to stay in posi-
tion until the next general
election.

“This byelection has
shown that there is no lon-
ger any such thing as a safe
seat and there is no part of
the country where the
Green Party cannot win,”
said 36-year-old plumber
Hannah Spencer, who won

the election with around
40.7% of the vote. “I think
this election will transform
the face of British politics,”
said Greens chief Zack Po-
lanski, during a joint press
conference with Ms. Spen-
cer in Manchester.

“We have torn the roof
of British politics, and
that’s because people now
recognise there is an alter-
native,” Mr. Polanski said,
adding Labour’s “strangle-
hold” was over as people
realised there was an alter-
native. Labour won 25.4%
of the vote, behind Reform
UK’s 28.7%. The Conserva-
tives got a mere 1.9% of the
vote and the Liberal Demo-
crats 1.8%.

The results meant that
Labour’s vote share had
halved relative to its 2024
general election perfor-
mance in the constituency.

K Pariamentary By-Election 2026
Lorton #% “anto

titusncy

Green Party’s candidate Hannah Spencer being congratulated after
her victory in the byelection, in Manchester on Friday. REUTERS

There were divisions
within Labour on the
choice for the byelection
with a faction preferring
the charismatic Mayor of
Greater Manchester, Andy
Burnham, over councillor
Angeliki Stogia, who was
chosen. Earlier this month,
Mr. Starmer and Labour’s

governing body found
themselves at the centre of
criticism for denying Mr.
Burnham permission to
run, with some speculating
that Mr. Starmer was block-
ing a path to Westminster
for Mr. Burnham in order
to fend off a potential lea-
dership challenge in the fu-

28F. Greens win U.K. bypoll, in blow to Starmer
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ture. In addition to bread-
and-butter issues facing
Britons featuring the cam-
paign, there were accusa-
tions of sectarianism in the
campaign.

The Greens were criti-
cised for distributing mate-
rial trying to appeal to Mus-
lim voters, including a
video showing Mr. Starmer
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and U.K. Deputy
PM David Lammy with Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min  Netanyahu, and
another clip depicting Re-
form leader Nigel Farage
and U.S. President Donald
Trump. One particular im-
age with Mr. Modi and Mr.
Netanyahu said in Bengali:
“But political leaders are
not working for us,” and
said bills and rents were
going up.

Some campaign leaflets

were in Urdu asking voters
to “punish” Labour for its
position on Gaza. Muslims
have traditionally aligned
with the Labour Party.

“I think people are al-
lowed to communicate
with different communi-
ties... about those things
those communities care
about,” Mr. Polanski said
on Friday in an interview
with the BBC. Mr. Polanski,
who is Jewish, said it was
wrong to assume that only
Muslims cared about the
genocide in Gaza.

Mr. Starmer called the
result “very disappoint-
ing”. While he acknow-
ledged voters’ frustration,
he said incumbent govern-
ments face such results
during their term. He said
he would fight against ex-
tremes in politics both on
the right and left.

e Green Party’s Hannah Spencer won the Gorton and Denton seat with 40.7%
votes; Reform UK came in second with 28.7%, while Labour finished third with
25.4%; Prime Minister Starmer called the result ‘very disappointing’, but said he
would fight against extremes both on the right and left.
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It was a bad night for U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer and his Labour Party after
the Green Party won the Greater Manchester parliamentary seat of Gorton and
Denton from Labour.

Y&, & YU PR TR R 70! AR Uil & o 98 1 WRe Id ff, Sa =
UTEf A Yex AT WU Hie e 3R e daR I Sird o |

The nativist far-right party Reform UK came in second and Labour in third place in
an election that could further erode Mr. Starmer’s ability to stay in position until the
next general election.
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“This byelection has shown that there is no longer any such thing as a safe seat and
there is no part of the country where the Green Party cannot win,” said 36-year-old

pIumber Hannah Spencer, who won the election with around 40.7% of the vote.

SUETE g o & b o 1 ot e T¥ite Te1 36T SR 3= b1 b1 ot
%wﬁwqﬁ%wsﬁquﬁaﬁﬁqw"% W g1 TR 7 FgT, e
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“I think this election will transform the face of British politics,” said Greens chief
Zack Polanski, during a joint press conference with Ms. Spencer in Manchester.
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“We have torn the roof of British politics, and that’s because people now recognise

there is an alternative,” Mr. Polanski said, adding Labour’s “stranglehold” was over
as people realised there was an alternative.
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Labour won 25.4% of the vote, behind Reform UK’s 28.7%.
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The Conservatives got a mere 1.9% of the vote and the Liberal Democrats 1.8%.
1 I 1.9% dic fire iR forarer SHhea &1 1.8%|

The results meant that Labour’s vote share had halved relative to its 2024 general

election performance in the constituency.
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There were divisions within Labour on the choice for the byelection with a faction

preferring the charismatic Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham, over

councillor Angeliki Stogia, who was chosen.
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Earlier this month, Mr. Starmer and Labour’s governing body found themselves at the
centre of criticism for denying Mr. Burnham permission to run, with some
speculating that Mr. Starmer was blocking a path to Westminster for Mr. Burnham in
order to fend off a potential leadership challenge in the future.

SH TG D! T3 H, WRAR 3R AR $1 AR G a1 & Hg & LY,
\Tq's%ﬁa#%naﬁ TS DT STAN 8T &, IR TS AN A STHH T o
W@Wﬁﬂlﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁ?ﬂ@fﬁﬁ%%@ﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%%l

In addition to bread-and-butter issues facing Britons featuring the campaign, there
were accusations of sectarianism in the campaign.
feTaRel ¥ SS AoTHRl & gl & Sfaral, A & |iveiaddr & R off & |
The Greens were criticised for distributing material trying to appeal to Muslim
voters, including a video showing Mr. Starmer with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and U.K. Deputy PM David Lammy with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, and another clip depicting Reform leader Nigel Farage and U.S.
President Donald Trump.

W= &1 gRay gagrarsii &1 31HNd B arat Ireh gice & oy s gs, ford
TYTTHAT RS AT & 1Y WRER 3R SORISA YUIHHA So1fiA Aa=arg & 9y
g&. & U gUEA Sfas At &1 S, aur i Aar Argea B 3R srafvat
RMpufa SiTes U &1 U 3 ey 2fver o
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e One particular image with Mr. Modi and Mr. Netanyahu said in Bengali: “But political
leaders are not working for us,” and said bills and rents were going up.

Ml SR AdaTg

ITeH U ARy dqRaR H STedt H foram uT: “wifds IS Adl gHR
T s I TR W B, 3R PeT 1 U1 P 9 iR fvmu og @ B

e Some campaign leaflets were in Urdu asking voters to “punish” Labour for its
position on Gaza.

3o U g # 9, o Aaararsl 3 e R TR & 9 & o7 I |l A

8T T T

¢ Muslims have traditionally aligned with the Labour Party.
TTHH TRIRATT &0 I AR Ui & Y S B 2 |

e ‘| think people are allowed to communicate with different communities... about those
things those communities care about,” Mr. Polanski said on Friday in an interview
with the BBC.

T T § {3 Il Y SIaT-31eT

! 38 WG 8, UIaRaD! 3 YHAR ! aral & 3T AemhR & Fall

e Mr. Polanski, who is Jewish, said it was wrong to assume that only Muslims cared
about the genocide in Gaza.

agdl

e Mr. Starmer called the result “very disappointing”.
TR A Adiol I “9gd
e While he acknowledged voters’ frustration, he said incumbent governments face
such results during their term.

ECRIRIN

THA! A 3 He | IR Halg A &1 3rAfd B,

.g%ﬁaiw?rw%u‘éww%%wﬁmﬁﬁmm
|

gl 3761+ AdardIsl &1 fARTRI &1 WieR a1, Afes w8 fos I § Hieg IWHRI

B 30 HIBTA § VY ol 1 G ST USaT 8|

e He said he would fight against extremes in politics both on the right and left.

5 o1 b a8 et H &TY SR aT¢ <1 3R o Sifararg & Raesd wrsi|

How Pakistan and Afghan Taliban, former allies, drifted into an ‘open war’

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

“Our patience has run
out”, Pakistan’s Defence
Minister ~Khawaja  Asif
wrote in a social media
post on Friday. “Now it is
open war between us and
you.” Mr. Asif’s remarks
came after Pakistan car-
ried out air strikes on Ka-
bul and Kandahar, Afghan-
istan’s two largest cities,
and Paktia, a border pro-
vince. The strikes were
launched hours after Af-
ghan troops attacked Pa-
kistani border posts. Those
attacks, in turn, followed
earlier Pakistani strikes
this week, which Islama-
bad claimed were carried
out in retaliation for recent
terror attacks inside its
territory.

These incidents, along
with the allegations and

unter-allegations, under-
score the increasingly com-
bustible nature of relations
between Islamabad and
Kabul. Until a few years
ago, Pakistan and the Af-
ghan Taliban were close al-
lies. The Taliban’s top lea-
dership was based in
Pakistan’s Quetta while it
fought U.S. troops and the
previous Afghan govern-
ment. But four years after
the Taliban captured Kabul
and established its Islamic
Emirate, the former allies
have become bitter adver-
saries. What went wrong
between the two?

When the Taliban were
an insurgent movement,
they relied on Pakistan’s
support to sustain their
fight against U.S. forces in
Afghanistan. Pakistan, wa-
ry of India’s growing in-
fluence in Afghanistan,
viewed the Taliban, a long-
time ally, as a vehicle for
extending its influence in

the neighbourhood. Pakis-
tan believed the Talibans
return to power would res-
tore its “strategic depth” in
South-Central Asia. But the
Taliban’s rise reshaped re-
gional dynamics, defying
Pakistan’s calculations. Is-
lamabad-Rawalpindi soon
found itself confronting
three distinct challenges.

Border clashes

The first is the Durand
Line, the 2,640-km border
established between Brit-
ish India and Afghanistan
in 1893 and inherited by
Pakistan.

No Afghan government
since the collapse of the
monarchy in 1973 has ac-
cepted the line, which cuts
through the tribal hear-
tland of the region. The Ta-
liban, too, have refused to
recognise the boundary
drawn by Mortimer Du-
rand, a British diplomat,
and Abdur Rahman Khan,

Vehicles at a crossing along the Pakistan-Afghanistan borderin
Balochistan, on Friday . REUTERS

the Emir of Afghanistan.
The border dispute was
not an issue between the
Taliban and Pakistan when
the former was an insur-
gency. But when the Tali-
ban became the state, the
long-standing  inter-state
dispute between Afghanis-
tan and Pakistan moved to
the centre of bilateral rela-
tions. If Pakistan expected
the Taliban to behave as a

client partner, it miscalcu-
lated. The Taliban sought
to assert their autonomy,
leading to growing ten-
sions.

The other Taliban

The second is the Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
also known as the Pakista-
ni Taliban. The TTP and
the Afghan Taliban are or-
ganisationally different but

ideologically aligned. The
Afghan Taliban wanted to
expel U.S. troops from Af-
ghanistan, defeat the Is-
lamic Republic’s security
forces, and turn the coun-
try into an Islamic Emirate.
They achieved their objec-
tives in August 2021. The
TTP, for its part, aims to re-
plicate the Afghan Tali-
ban’s success, at least in
Pakistan’s tribal regions.
‘While the Pakistani mili-
tary supported the Afghan
Taliban, it has long viewed
the TTP as a serious secur-
ity threat. The Afghan Tali-
ban’s return to power in
2021 inevitably streng-
thened the TTP. Initially,
the Afghan Taliban bro-
kered a truce between the
Pakistani military and the
TTP, but the ceasefire col-
lapsed in 2022 and hostili-
ties resumed. In the years
since, the security situa-
tion in Pakistan’s border
regions has deteriorated

sharply, with attacks oc-
curring almost daily.

According to the Pak In-
stitute for Peace Studies, at
least 400 people, most of
them security personnel,
were killed in TTP attacks
across Pakistan last year.
Pakistan accuses the Af-
ghan Taliban of harbour-
ing the TTP. Islamabad
says it will carry out strikes
inside Afghanistan target-
ing TTP camps. But Kabul
says such attacks violate Af-
ghanistan’s  sovereignty
and has warned of retalia-
tion, perpetuating a cycle
of violence.

The India factor

The third challenge Pakis-
tan faces is the Taliban’s
warming ties with India.
New Delhi had highly
strained ties with the Tali-
ban when the group was in
power in the late 1990s.
But the Taliban 2.0 have
shown greater flexibility in

improving ties with India
and New Delhi has recipro-
cated.

Last year, India hosted
the Taliban Foreign Minis-
ter, Amir Khan Muttagi.
Last month, the Taliban
appointed an envoy to lead
their diplomatic mission in
Delhi. Though India has
not formally recognised
the Taliban, it is clear that
engagement between Del-
hi and Kabul is deepening.

This, too, has complicat-
ed Pakistan’s strategic cal-
culations. On Friday, Mr.
Asif, Pakistan’s Defence Mi-
nister, said the Taliban had
become a “proxy for
India”.

Pakistan supported the
Taliban in the hope of se-
curing strategic depth. In-
stead, it now finds itself
dealing with a Taliban
which it thinks poses se-
curity, cross-border and
geopolitical challenges to
Islamabad.

28F. How Pakistan and Afghan Taliban, former allies, drifted into an ‘open war’

i SR B arferar, S wt geantt &, 1 go g B 3R T8

e “Our patience has run out”, Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif wrote in a social
media post on Friday.
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o “Now it is open war between us and you.”

“3(q AR 3R TP S GAT JG 81"

e Mr. Asif’s remarks came after Pakistan carried out air strikes on Kabul and Kandahar,
Afghanistan’s two largest cities, and Paktia, a border province.

TR BT T fFewoft uTfeream™ gRT SRR & &) T 98 WER) PIgd 3R HUR, T
Heradt uid ufemar o garg g9 fHT 9H & 916 oS |
e The strikes were launched hours after Afghan troops attacked Pakistani border posts.

Y THA MBI D! GRT UIfbwar W1 Dfddl R g0 & $6 del a1g fHy M|

e Those attacks, in turn, followed earlier Pakistani strikes this week, which Islamabad claimed
were carried out in retaliation for recent terror attacks inside its territory.

Y g 39 TWE UG fabd T Urfdsear g9l & a1g gU, foridr IR & gxamdTaTg A gt fasan fs
d 3o & H gIferdn 3Mda! gHell o wfa=ny o fbu U A

e These incidents, along with the allegations and counter-allegations, underscore the
increasingly combustible nature of relations between Islamabad and Kabul.

Y e, 3R 3R TAR & 1Y, STATHTEIG 3R P & o1 J&ei &1 TR faples
Upfa &l Y@ifhd Hdl g

e Until a few years ago, Pakistan and the Afghan Taliban were close allies.
FO I9 Ugd ab, UIHdH 3R B dlica °f-g dgantt 3|

e The Taliban’s top leadership was based in Pakistan’s Quetta while it fought U.S. troops and
the previous Afghan government.
e &1 2N Age Uiferd™ & et § FRUT o1, 5id 98 sl AT 3R gd S WeR
SESSEERN

e But four years after the Taliban captured Kabul and established its Islamic Emirate, the
former allies have become bitter adversaries.

AfH AT GRT BT TR Hoatl R FEATHP RTT RIS 37 F IR 19 91, gd
Tgarh wgx faRidft s U gl

e What went wrong between the two?
GH & STa T TTeTd gofT?

e When the Taliban were an insurgent movement, they relied on Pakistan’s support to sustain
their fight against U.S. forces in Afghanistan.
9 arfee U fagig) siigia U, 99 I rpfaaq H Mt el & fyars dss ™t
TG & T U1 ™ o qHYH TR WRINT T

e Pakistan, wary of India’s growing influence in Afghanistan, viewed the Taliban, a longtime
ally, as a vehicle for extending its influence in the neighbourhood.
T, BT H HIRd & J¢d UHTT ¥ e 38 gU, AleTa™ &I 30 JHTd & R
T HIH HIAT 4TI

o Pakistan believed the Taliban’s return to power would restore its “strategic depth”in South-
Central Asia.
Gifh e &1 HIT AT b diferar &t e & ool gfaror-aen TR & S9e! urifie mevrs”
DI I BT

e But the Taliban’s rise reshaped regional dynamics, defying Pakistan’s calculations.
difch A & I QAT Tl Bl Saa far SR Ufchar 1 TUHTSH 1 g |

¢ [slamabad-Rawalpindi soon found itself confronting three distinct challenges.

STAMTEIG-IAf S STeg g1 die SIET-SeT gfad &1 Qa1 6 |

Border clashes
g e

e Thefirstis the Durand Line, the 2,640-km border established between British India and
Afghanistan in 1893 and inherited by Pakistan.

Ugel g §YS ¥ &, o 1893 A ffesr YR SR e & st - 2,640
foraies wdt i 8, SR wiewar = formaa & |
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No Afghan government since the collapse of the monarchy in 1973 has accepted the line,
which cuts through the tribal heartland of the region.

1973 H ORI & Ua- & a1 ¥ ford! Ut SAI WRBR - 39 341 DI WIHR el [adT, S &
& SIS % I Gl ToRat g

The Taliban, too, have refused to recognise the boundary drawn by Mortimer Durand, a
British diplomat, and Abdur Rahman Khan, the Emir of Afghanistan.

aﬂ%amﬁlﬁﬁqﬁmum%mhmﬁ;%%mﬁw@mﬂmm
i 718 39 Y1 1 I 9 3R fhar g

The border dispute was not an issue between the Taliban and Pakistan when the former was
an insurgency.

SIS ATfea fagigt Wi o, a9 W faare drfear SR Uifeea™ & o9 Sis e el |

But when the Taliban became the state, the long-standing inter-state dispute between
Afghanistan and Pakistan moved to the centre of bilateral relations.

Qfes STa a1 § S, a1 SBIHRA SR T & st QR SiaR-Irsd 1 faare
fguafta wdet & &g § o T

If Pakistan expected the Taliban to behave as a client partner, it miscalculated.

e Urfpea™ ! Iufte 2t fos afera™ U fdd ATSeR &1 ke TAER B, dl 39 Tad
3Tl o

The Taliban sought to assert their autonomy, leading to growing tensions.

AIfIE A 31O ST AU HRA P IR B, o™ a1a dgal T

The other Taliban

GO arferaT

The second is the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), also known as the Pakistani Taliban.
TR A dgi-u-arfera i (T7P) 7, o uifewarit arferary off w1 oman 31
The TTP and the Afghan Taliban are organisationally different but ideologically aligned.

A 3R SHIH IR HGATHD 0 ¥ 3T 8, A AdTNe =0 & JHH ¢ |

The Afghan Taliban wanted to expel U.S. troops from Afghanistan, defeat the Islamic
Republic’s security forces, and turn the country into an Islamic Emirate.

memmﬁﬁwﬁw AT TURTST Pt & Il
DI GIAT 3R S &) FTATIHS SFRT ST T
They achieved their objectives in August 2021.

IBi U T SRR 2021 H BRI &% form|

The TTP, for its part, aims to replicate the Afghan Taliban’s success, at least in Pakistan’s
tribal regions.

AT &1 e HH F HH UMb & ST &AT H SHWIH Alra bt JHadl Bl algHl
gl

While the Pakistani military supported the Afghan Taliban, it has long viewed the TTP as a
serious security threat.

SR UTfbEaT1 TT A B d1fera T T b, a8t ag ST &l e 99 ¥ U TR
FR&T WY & =0 F S e
The Afghan Taliban’s return to power in 2021 inevitably strengthened the TTP.

2021 H I AIfera™ &1 Tl 8 arg™i = $ard w0 ¥ Eetdt St aergd |

Initially, the Afghan Taliban brokered a truce between the Pakistani military and the TTP, but
the ceasefire collapsed in 2022 and hostilities resumed.

Y[BIHT H, AW aTfera 3 rfaseart 7 3R AT & ofa Terdfarma s, afd 2022 #
YGIART g AT 3R Tl R & &1 7R

In the years since, the security situation in Pakistan’s border regions has deteriorated sharply,
with attacks occurring almost daily.

a9, yfeEa & Faradt &t & grem fRufy It @ frreh B, Sef v Aw sra 1 R &

According to the Pak Institute for Peace Studies, at least 400 people, most of them
security personnel, were killed in TTP attacks across Pakistan last year.

1% Scleye WiX U eI & 4R, U I1d urfared= & Sl gael § &H J & 400
T, o SiferenT=T Rem w4t &, g Tu|
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e Pakistan accuses the Afghan Taliban of harbouring the TTP.
TIHRA S dIfera™ TR S St u=Tg S &7 SIRY T ¢ |
e |slamabad says it will carry out strikes inside Afghanistan targeting TTP camps.

THIATATEIE BT Hel ¢ [ a8 g & iR S IR &) R sH16 gaa s 3|

e But Kabul says such attacks violate Afghanistan’s sovereignty and has warned of
retaliation, perpetuating a cycle of violence.

Al BTl BT DB © b TY THA BT B HUYT BT Jewie & 3R I ufariy i
et & &, o g &1 o okl AT B |

The India factor
HRJ PRD

¢ The third challenge Pakistan faces is the Taliban’s warming ties with India.
T A AT & YR & 1Y T WaY ¢ |
o New Delhi had highly strained ties with the Taliban when the group was in power in the late
1990s.
1990 & GRIP & 3id & 9Iq AlfcIa Tl & T, T9 75 facel! & I°b I &Y 953 a=rayquf 3|
e Butthe Taliban 2.0 have shown greater flexibility in improving ties with India and New Delhi
has reciprocated.
aIferaTE 2.0 3 URA & WY ey JURA H 346 Afiare fG@mn g 3R 73 foet 7 ot
39T UGeR T 8|
e Last year, India hosted the Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi.
fOgd o, yRd 3 aifera™ & fae=r Wl enfiR o= gt &1 Aefar &1
e Last month, the Taliban appointed an envoy to lead their diplomatic mission in Delhi.

R 7EH, dierr 3 et 7 3rua IoRies IR 1 Aged B3 & o8 e ga g fban|

e Though India has not formally recognised the Taliban, it is clear that engagement between
Delhi and Kabul is deepening.

gl YRA A ARG TU I qIfCra & 7Ll Tl §f ©, A feeat! 3R HIgd & o WU
TERTAT ST QT &
e This, too, has complicated Pakistan’s strategic calculations.

o ff Urfoea 1 YurRfaes ot Bl Sifed s fear B

e On Friday, Mr. Asif, Pakistan’s Defence Minister, said the Taliban had become a “proxy for
India”.
YHAR P, TIHA & & Wi SRy 3 el i arferam “uRa &1 ufaffer s9mar gl

e Pakistan supported the Taliban in the hope of securing strategic depth.
T = YU TeRTE B1Re - ot I | arfara &1 gud= fosar |

e Instead, it now finds itself dealing with a Taliban which it thinks poses security, cross-border
and geopolitical challenges to Islamabad.
difchT 3l a8 T T ¥ S 67 8, S I8P SIHR FTAHIEIG ob [eTY Y&, THI-UR 3R
YT geforar der HRar 3
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Exiled Opposition leader fears Belarus
turning into Putin’s ‘consolation prize’

+ R —

STRASBOURG

Exiled Belarus Opposition
leader Svetlana Tikhanov-
skaya told AFP in an inter-
view that her country must
not become a “consolation
prize” for Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin amid
intense efforts to end the
Ukraine war.

Ms. Tikhanovskaya said
it was crucial for Ukraine
to win its battle but that Be-
larus, a close ally of Mos-
cow under current leader
President Alexander Lu-
kashenko, should not be
sacrificed.

“It is important for us
that Europe represents the
Belarusian voice during
these negotiations as well,
that we do not separate the
Ukrainian and Belarusian
case, that Belarus is not gi-
ven as a consolation prize
to Mr. Putin,” she said on

Person of interest: Svetlana Tikhanovskaya says it is crucial for
Kyiv to win the war, but Belarus should not be sacrificed. AFp

the sidelines of a visit to
the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg.

Ukrainian and U.S. ne-
gotiators held fresh talks in
Geneva on Thursday on ef-
forts to end Russia’s inva-
sion, now into a fifth year.

Russia is demanding Uk-
raine pull its troops out of
territory Kyiv’'s Army still
controls — a proposal Mr.

Zelenskyy has rejected —
and said there is no dea-
dline for ending the
conflict.

Future launchpad

Ms. Tikhanovskaya said
that if Russia succeeded
with its conditions, “it will
keep the status quo in Bela-
rus for decades, and Bela-
rus can be used as a

launching pad, as a place
for escalating deployment
of different types of wea-
pons, threatening, black-
mailing (its) neighbours for
years and years ahead”.

Russia used Belarusian
territory to launch its inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022,
and Mr. Lukashenko, who
has ruled Belarus since
1994, announced in De-
cember that Russian ballis-
tic missiles capable of car-
rying nuclear weapons had
been stationed in his
country.

Ms. Tikhanovskaya,
now 43, stood against Mr.
Lukashenko in a 2020 Pre-
sidential election that the
Opposition say she won.

Official results however
awarded the victory to Mr.
Lukashenko,  triggering
major demonstrations and
a brutal crackdown, forc-
ing Ms. Tikhanovskaya into
exile.

28F. Exiled Opposition leader fears Belarus turning into Putin’s ‘consolation

prize’

fraffia faueht =ar &t 53, Ja= gfa &1 Hia eR’ 99 JHdl 3

Exiled Belarus Opposition leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya told AFP in an interview that her
country must not become a “consolation prize” for Russian President Vladimir Putin amid
intense efforts to end the Ukraine war.

F1aiR sSarew @1 faueft a1 Qe faaiiemTr 7 AFP &I i3T U e R § &gl &
IHT GV GebT Go& THI R b foT =7l X3 ol TR o offel =it ryufcl sefe ik gferd &
o i@ QREBR” 51 a1 A1

Ms. Tikhanovskaya said it was crucial for Ukraine to win its battle but that Belarus, a close
ally of Moscow under current leader President Alexander Lukashenko, should not be
sacrificed.

gt foamIotTan A g1 fob gepT & g 3ol TISTS ST eyl @, ifd Hiv(al T IIgufd
AAFAS FHIRDBI b Igd HIKDI BT DS AN dATRSH dicl BT DR o1 ST ST
BNy

“It is important for us that Europe represents the Belarusian voice during these negotiations
as well, that we do not separate the Ukrainian and Belarusian case, that Belarus is not given
as a consolation prize to Mr. Putin,” she said on the sidelines of a visit to the Council of
Europe in Strasbourg.

IGH WA J TSR 3T gAY Pt U6 & R Pel, T8 AR oy Agaqul ¢ o 3
Frataf & SR gRIT 1 SeRe AT &1 Ui &Y, for b1t iR Jarewt Amal &t
3T A fpan ST, 3R Sy 1 47t g ! Wi REPR & =0 § 7 far sy

Ukrainian and U.S. negotiators held fresh talks in Geneva on Thursday on efforts to end
Russia’s invasion, now into a fifth year.
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gep1l 3R AN AAlPRI | TR I a1 H T4 & SHHHU Bl FHI D b TIRI IR
TR S &1, Sl 39 Ulad a9 § Fas R gH1 5|

Russia is demanding Ukraine pull its troops out of territory Kyiv’s Army still controls — a
proposal Mr. Zelenskyy has rejected — and said there is no deadline for ending the conflict.

= AT HR 8T | fob gt I & § o0t T1 ger o fo R ot oft e &t 9 1 gz @
—%m@gwﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁamﬁm%—ﬁvw%%ﬁﬁwmﬁﬁﬁ
- |

Future launchpad

i &1 yauur g

Ms. Tikhanovskaya said that if Russia succeeded with its conditions, “it will keep the status
qguo in Belarus for decades, and Belarus can be used as a launching pad, as a place for
escalating deployment of different types of weapons, threatening, blackmailing (its)
neighbours for years and years ahead”.

It faamIc T A w1 fos afe &9 30 =rdf & 9% d gidl 5, 1 U8 aR1%! dd saed 8§
YR T T, 3R SR ! Y&l g & €U 8, [IfF THR & AR & a-rat
oM, USIRA Y YHBHM 3R sAHHA B b R & &U H I8 db SEIATA fhdT I bl g 17
Russia used Belarusian territory to launch its invasion of Ukraine in 2022, and Mr.
Lukashenko, who has ruled Belarus since 1994, announced in December that Russian
ballistic missiles capable of carrying nuclear weapons had been stationed in his country.
TG ¥ 2022 T ghT TR 3MTHAU] Y& B & (T8 JeRH & BT SUANT {3 T, 3R 1994
SAREY TR XM R Y6 A JhRich! A fG8aR H 9iyon ot fob tATY] gRAR o o o e =9
Jfafes firargd 9% <x o 91d &t 18

Ms. Tikhanovskaya, now 43, stood against Mr. Lukashenko in a 2020 Presidential election
that the Opposition say she won.

319 43 TY BT Gt @ owprar 4 2020 & IFUFA GG & o JHRIP! b RIAH gA1d T,
ford fques o1 w1 @ fs I8 Sitam M|

Official results however awarded the victory to Mr. Lukashenko, triggering major
demonstrations and a brutal crackdown, forcing Ms. Tikhanovskaya into exile.

BTl SMTYHING Toitell # oid ot GHRIBI B & T8, o 98 We=H 3R T g g gE
gafT, 3R oft frariotsTan &1 fAafea & SR & foe HefeR 811 Ul

GS Paper 111: Economy,

TOPICS COVERED 28 February 2026

28F

New GDP series upgrades FY26 growth to 7.6%

RERUISIL])

el A FY 26 Pt i G DI 7.6% TP TR

28F

Frozen wages, soaring prices
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New GDP series upgrades FY26 growth to 7.6%
GS li: Economy 4

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’s economic growth is
expected to touch 7.6% in
the current financial year
2025-26, showed the se-
cond advance estimates of
gross domestic product
(GDP) based on the new
and updated series re-
leased by the government
on Friday. This is faster
than the 7.4% predicted in
the first advance estimates
for 2025-26 released in Ja-
nuary, which was based on
the older series.

The new series of data,
released by Statistics Se-
cretary Saurabh Garg and
Chief Economic Advisor V.
Anantha Nageswaran, has
incorporated several im-
provements, including an
updated base year of 2022-
23 from the earlier 2011-12.

The new series has re-
vised downward the
growth for 2023-24 to 7.2%
from the 9.2% estimated in
the old series and has re-
vised the growth for 2024-
25 to 7.1% from the earlier

estimate of 6.5%. Accord-
ing to the data, India’s no-
minal GDP has been re-
vised downward for the
three years spanning 2023-
26, which will have a nega-
tive impact on several fis-
cal ratios pegged to these
numbers, such as the fiscal
deficit-to-GDP ratio and
the debt-to-GDP ratio.

The government also re-
leased the GDP growth da-
ta for the third quarter of
2025-26 based on the new
series, which stood at 7.8%
as compared to 8.4% in the
second quarter and 6.7% in
the first quarter.

Growth in current year

According to the second
advance estimates for
2025-26, the secondary
sector is expected to grow
at 9.5%, up from 7.3% in
2024-25. This growth is to
largely be driven by the
manufacturing sector,
which is estimated to grow
12.5% in 2025-26 as com-
pared to 8.3% in the pre-
vious year. The construc-
tion sector is set to grow at

Stronger outlook

The second advance estimates peg India's economic growth at
7.6% in FY26, higher than the first estimates made in January
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6.9%, down from 7.1% over
the same period.

Notably, the primary
sector is expected to see a
significant slowdown, with
growth expected to be
2.8% in 202526 as com-
pared to 5% in the previous
year. This is due to growth
in the agriculture sector ex-
pected to slow to 2.5% in
2025-26 from 4.3% in 2024-
25, and in the mining and
quarrying sector to 5%
from 11.2% over the same
period.

The tertiary sector,
comprising the services

sectors, is expected to see
growth to quicken to 8.9%
in FY26, up from 8.3% in
the previous year. This is a
result of double-digit
growth in the trade, hotels,
transport and communica-
tion grouping (10.3%), and
the financial, real estate,
IT, and professional servic-
es grouping (10%).

The data in the new se-
ries shows that the size of
the economy is expected
to be ¥345.47 lakh crore in
2025-26, which is about
3.3% smaller than what
was predicted in the first

advance estimates based
on the old series.

Further, the size of the
economy in both 2023-24
and 2024-25 has been re-
vised downward by 3.8%
each. According to econo-
mists, this would not only
revise upwards the govern-
ment’s fiscal deficit ratios
over the past few years but
would also make its
planned debt reduction
path a significantly steeper
one.

“On a current-price ba-
sis, nominal magnitudes
for 2023-24 to 2025-26 are
lower than those under the
old series,” D.K. Srivastava,
chief policy advisor at EY
India, said. “This also
means the overall size of
the economy now appears
smaller”

According to  Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at
ICRA, the new data implies
that the fiscal deficit-to-
GDP ratio would be around
15-20 bps higher on an av-
erage during the previous
year as compared to the
earlier estimates.

28F. New GDP series upgrades FY26 growth to 7.6%
% SIS e A Fy26 @1 gfS e Bl 7.6% dF T™T

¢ India’s economic growth is expected to touch 7.6% in the current financial year 2025-26,
showed the second advance estimates of gross domestic product (GDP) based on the new
and updated series released by the government on Friday.

WBR GRT YHAR Bl AR 775 AR SHTAT YA TR AR THd U ITG (GDP) & Gaw
aﬁn%anﬁﬁeﬂﬂﬁ T1q] foxita 9y 2025-26 T YRA Bt 3M1f® gfG 7.6% qH g Bt
Iuie gl

e This is faster than the 7.4% predicted in the first advance estimates for 2025-26 released in
January, which was based on the older series.
g SHRT § IR 2025-26 & Tgd S A H A 7.4% I 31 §, S GRIT et
TR SRS AT

e The new series of data, released by Statistics Secretary Saurabh Garg and Chief

Economic Advisor V. Anantha Nageswaran, has incorporated several improvements,
including an updated base year of 2022-23 from the earlier 2011-12.

Hifere afud TRY W 3R g e wargsR Y. Fd AFIRA gRT 9K 75 e Jad
%ﬁﬁguﬁmﬁﬁmw% o SmemR T 1 2011-12 | UST B 2022-23 HAT A
|

e The new series has revised downward the growth for 2023-24 to 7.2% from the 9.2%
estimated in the old series and has revised the growth for 2024-25 to 7.1% from the earlier

estimate of 6.5%.
TS ST H 2023-24 B GG DI G Y0 T AT 9.2% U HETHR 7.2% Ha1 T g 3R
2024-25 B GG B UEA & 6.5% & STHAM Y TG 7.1% o mar g

e According to the data, India’s nominal GDP has been revised downward for the three years
spanning 2023-26, which will have a negative impact on several fiscal ratios pegged to these
numbers, such as the fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio and the debt-to-GDP ratio.
3PSl & TR, 2023-26 P! A & [T YRA & ATHHTT SHISTY BI =i DT 3R TR fban
1 ], O 39 Sfihsl ¥ T Fs ISThINY SUTdl IR AHRIAS UHTT TS, S TTH g

HTeT-9-SNSHT 3uTd 3R HUI-J-SHS it sl
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The government also released the GDP growth data for the third quarter of 2025-26 based
on the new series, which stood at 7.8% as compared to 8.4% in the second quarter and 6.7%
in the first quarter.

WBR A 75 T & YR TR 2025-26 BT dia™ fawmgt & sheidt 3ig sidws ft SRY fbg, S
gm"rﬁnﬁﬁﬁam 3R ugel fauTel & 6.7% @) ga1 H 7.8% R |

Growth in current year

arq ey # gfs

According to the second advance estimates for 2025-26, the secondary sector is expected
to grow at 9.5%, up from 7.3% in 2024-25.

2025-26 & AR A AT & IO, fedra® &7 &t 3f& 9.5% 67 &t Iufie ], S 2024-
257 7.3% |

This growth is to largely be driven by the manufacturing sector, which is estimated to grow
12.5% in 2025-26 as compared to 8.3% in the previous year.

T8 gfs T = u ¥ fafmior & gr Sarfera grm, forae! gf 2025-26 H 12.5% Xg- &1
UM g, Jafd Usd ay I8 8.3% A

The construction sector is set to grow at 6.9%, down from 7.1% over the same period.
forafor &1 3t 3fS 6.9% Y& Bt GuTaT ], S 33 srafd o 7.19 ot

Notably, the primary sector is expected to see a significant slowdown, with growth expected
to be 2.8% in 2025-26 as compared to 5% in the previous year.

faRy U 3, yrufire &7 & Icara-ig Hdl o ot IufiE §, ST 2025-26 T 3 2.8% I8 B
A 2, Tt frwet oy Tg 50 |

This is due to growth in the agriculture sector expected to slow to 2.5% in 2025-26 from
4.3% in 2024-25, and in the mining and quarrying sector to 5% from 11.2% over the same
period.

T BV &89 &1 IS F 2024-25 F 4.3% Y TTHR 2025-26 T 2.5% BH 3R WA T Ie@- 4
&7 1 9fS P 11.2% J TTHR 5% B P BRU B

The tertiary sector, comprising the services sectors, is expected to see growth to quicken
to 8.9% in FY26, up from 8.3% in the previous year.

Jrae &=, foras a1 &= M §, 31 3G Fy26 H O 81 8.9% BH & IHiiE 7, o fUsa
&RV 8.3% At

This is a result of double-digit growth in the trade, hotels, transport and communication
grouping (10.3%), and the financial, real estate, IT, and professional services grouping
(10%).

I AU, gled, URag 3N YR TE (10.3%) JuT faxiy, fraa gwee, smddt oik IR
Jarait & THE (10%) T &1 3} Bt gfex &1 uRkoma g1

The data in the new series shows that the size of the economy is expected to be ¥345.47
lakh crore in 2025-26, which is about 3.3% smaller than what was predicted in the first
advance estimates based on the old series.

T2 G & Hihs WA 8 [ 2025-26 T ST FT SATHR £345.47 ARG HRIS I8 DI
TG 8, S QR SR IR SR Ugd S SgHM! & T 3.3% $H G

Further, the size of the economy in both 2023-24 and 2024-25 has been revised downward by
3.8% each.

S fATG, 2023-24 AR 2024-25 GHI a8 & SRITIRIT & 3HR BT 3.8%-3.8% -1 BT 3R
=N fopar T B

According to economists, this would not only revise upwards the government’s fiscal deficit
ratios over the past few years but would also make its planned debt reduction path a
S|gn|f|cantly steeper one.

3INR, 3T 9 $ad U3 $© I § INHR & ISTHIYIY UTET SUTd HUW Bt
ahw&ﬁfﬁasﬁﬁ mmﬁﬁmmmaﬂmmwmwam|

“On a current-price basis, nominal magnitudes for 2023-24 to 2025-26 are lower than those
under the old series,” D.K. Srivastava, chief policy advisor at EY India, said.

3413 feuT & T Hifd A HR St.&. Fiared 2 Fel, “TdHH o MR W 2023-24 |
2025-26 % forT AT GRUTO QR $Raa &1 a1 H HH g 1"
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e “This also means the overall size of the economy now appears smaller.”

=qap! 3 78 Wt § [ 3@ srfoqawsr &1 $a PR el feuE aarg 1

e According to Aditi Nayar, chief economist at ICRA, the new data implies that the fiscal
deficit-to-GDP ratio would be around 15-20 bps higher on an average during the previous

, 7T 3l ¥ Tabd e & i fosa o
sﬁﬂﬁ?mﬁumﬁ-ﬁﬂ@ﬁd’rmuﬁaa SFETET ) e H T 15-20 YT 3

year as compared to the earlier estimates.

RT S GBI SRR Sfefer AR & R
3T I

Frozen wages,
SOAring prices

‘The compounded inflation rate in Karnataka between 2012 and 2024 has been calculated o be at 208.3%. With
minumum wage revision hanging fire, workers have a tough time coping with the rising cost of living, reports

Sharath S. Srivatsa
N S 11 Economy ]

ahadevappa A., a casual worker ata
factory in Jigani, was elated when in
+ April 2025, he was informed of an
impending hike in his salary after
the government notified increase in minimum

industry bodies took exception to what they
termed as “steep hike”, and petitioned the go-
vernment against i plementation. The draft
mum received more than 150 objections/ suggestions
from the industries/ industry bodies.

wageis
Wages across sectors of employment, va With the Karnataka State Minimum Wages Ad-
Nearly a year later, his mood, and that of thou- subsistence visory Board, a tripartite body with members
sands of workers like him, is no longer upbeat. ~ from industries, unions and government, delv-
The notification proposing the hike has remained ~ W4#¢-The ing 5 the issue, also unable to come to any con-
a draft, with the government dithering on finalis-  UNKeriNgof  cusion after two meetings, the decision is now

ing the wage hike. the with the government. As deliberations at the go-

In his late 30s and a native of T. Narasipura in  Consumer vernment level are still under way, four cases
Mysuru district, Mahadevappa has been working — price Index, landed up in Karnataka High Court against the
as a casual worker for nearly two decades now.  paced on propoased revision.

His current gross is about 215,300 per i

month, and he had his hopes pinned on the hike Will hurt MSMEs

to cope with escalating cost of living. “The rentis ~ Minimum “The proposed hike is too steep and will affect
high and add to it the high school fee. Cost of ey-  Wagesarc the viability of the MSME sector where 93% of
ery food item has gone up too. How do you ex-  arrived at, the workforce in Karnataka is employed,” said

pect a family to lead a decent life with what we  cau B.C. Prabhakar, president of Karnataka Em-

earn?” he asked. He and many of his colleagues  further ployees” Association (KEA), which was a petition-
have been taking up overtime jobs to earn addi- injustice (o er in one of the cases before the Karnataka High
tional income, but at the cost of social life. His the workers Court. He argued that a hike at this scale is disad-

There is a general difference of about ¥4,000 to

spouse also takes up odd jobs to augment the fa-
‘mily income.

Over 1.77 crore workers
For more than three years now, over 1.77 crore
workers like Mahade-
vappa, covered by the
Minimum Wages Act,
1948, are desperately
waiting for a revision.
Though the Act man-
dates revision of wag-
es at least once in five
years, this cytle of re-
\nsmn - due in 2022-
~ has not been
cnmpleted yet. It has

vantageous to the MSMEs in Karnataka when
compared to MSMEs in neighbouring States
where minimum wages are lower.

Uma Reddy, president of Federation of Karna-
taka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(FKCCI), concurred and said, “Minimum wages
should be comparable with other States and
neither too low nor too high. With high wages, it
will be difficult for the sector to grow.” She said
the government should either incentivise the en-
terprises to pay higher wages or exclude the mi-
cro and small enterprises from the policy frame-
work. “Micro and small enterprises cannot be in
the same bracket with large industries.”

On the other hand, the unions, which have
welcomed the draft notification and seek its im-
plementation, point to critical flaws in the meth-

75,000 in manthly minimum wage between
‘garment workers and workers in ther
employments. MA SAIRAM

been nine years since
the last wage revision
process was complet-

od of calculation adopted that they claim have
depressed the proposed minimum wages by at
least 20%. Along with the cost of food, clothing

ed in 2016-17.

Bringing hopes in desperate times, the State
government on April 11, 2025 proposed fresh mi-
nimum wages ranging from 25,714 per month
for unskilled worker to 34,225 per month in
Zone 1, which includes Bengalury; to £19,319 per
month for unskilled worker to ¥28,285 per
‘month for highly skilled worker in Zone 3. The
draft, for the first time, fixed minimum wages for

and shelter, the wage calculation should also

consider new age requirements such as mobile

phone and data bills, the unions have said and al-

s0 pointed out that rate of Variable Dearness Al-

lo- wance (VDA) increase has not kept pace with
inflation.

Erosion of wages
The compounded inflation rate in

18 scheduled employments apart from revising Karnﬂlakﬂ between 2012
minimum wages in the rest. Minimum wages
have been notified in a total of 81 scheduled

employment.

How it was calculated
For the first time in Karnataka, guidelines laid
down by Supreme Court in the landmark Rapta-
kos Brett case in 1992 was followed to arrive at
the wages. In a departure from the past mini-
mum wage revision, Kamataka considered non-
vegetarian diet to calculate the cost of food
(2,700 calories per consumption unit) to form
the minimum wage matrix. The inclusion of non-
ian diet has been a k ding demand
of the labour unions, which have argued that
about than 80% of the State’s population con-
sumes meat.
Immediately after the draft was published, the

ed to be at 208.3%. The

scheduled

28F. Frozen wages, soarlng prices

¥ §T aaH,

ments is calculated in terms of VDA, statutorily
announced once a year by the State government.
Considering the VDAs announced in the corres-
ponding period, the quantum of wage increase is
25,814 per month. If one were to get a monthly
salary of 210,000 in 2012, the salary would have
increased to 5,814, which is roughly 58% in-
crease, showing that the annual wage increase
through VDA does not catch up with inflationary
trends.

General secretary of Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) Meenakshi Sundaram feels that it
is critical to guard against the erosion of real wag-
es of the workers. “Not only should the purchas-
ing power be protected, but also pnmde for
them to participate in the economy. M um
wage is already a subsistence wage. The tinkering
of the Consumer Price Index, based on which the
minimum wages are arrived at, causes further in-
Jjustice to the workers.”

Even as the hiring of casual labour increases in
government and in large industries against the
permanent work force since labour cost is cheap,
the lower minimum wage is leading to exploita-
tion, warned the All India Trade Union Congress
general secretary D.A. Vijaybhaskar. “In order to
reduce the exploitative gap between the perma-
nent and contract workers, it is essential to in-
crease the minimum wage based on real needs.”

The genesis of the minimum wage imbroglio
goes back to 202223 when the current cycle of
revision commenced during the BJP government
with notification of revised minimum wages for
36 employments with a hike ranging from 5% to
10%. The AITUC, which termed the hike as unilat-
eral and flagged that the guidelines of Reptacos
Brett had not been rollewed approached the
High Court of Karnataka, which

¥349.44 per day in 2019 afier a tripartite commit-
tee decision in which government and industry
representatives voted together against the gar-
ment workers' demand. In 2023, basic wage was
increased to $401.07 per day for unskilled and
434.48 for highly skilled workers per day.

Currently, an unskilled worker is paid 12,818
per month and semi-skilled worker is paid
213,085 a month, while a highly skilled worker
gets paid 2 13,686 per month.

“The government has revised the basic wage
without considering ground realities both in 2018
and 2023. What was fixed in 2023 is far less than
what was initially proposed in 2018 when wage
revision was common for all 81 scheduled em-
ployment,” R. Prathiba, president of Garments
and Textiles Workers' Union (GATWU) said. By
deliberately keeping the garment sector away
from the minimum wage revision, the govern-
ment is causing injustice to the workers, who are
mostly women, she added.

‘The wage has been an issue in the garment in- ~

dustry as the Indian garment industry competes
in a highly price sensitive international market
with other countries. There is a general diffe-
rence of about 4,000 to 35,000 in monthly mini-
mum wage between garment workers and work-
ers in other employments.

For instance, the prevailing minimum wage
for highly skilled jobs in the garment industry
fetches 13,686 per month against £19,468 for a
highly skilled job in the automobile sector in
Zone 1. In the past, unions have tried bring pres-
sure on wage hike implementation through inter-
national campaigns. “The historical injustice to
garment workers has continued with the govern-
ment decldmg to initiate wage hike through a
re has been no fixed time frame

the draft. After the Congress government :ame to
power, a fresh wage revision was announced
based on Apex Court laid down guidelines in
April 2025,

Garment sector issues

t00,” said GATWU joint secretary K.R. Jayaram.

Shadow of Labour Codes

Meanwhile, as the State government dithered ov-
er finalising the wage revision, the notification of
four Labour Codes by the BJP-led Union Govern-

Evenas th
81

took up wage revision in

ment on 21, 2025, seems to have com-

pl 19 in-
cluding garment work, have been excluded. Un-
ions in the garment industry that employs about
four lakh women have been fighting for fair wag-
es for over a decade now. Over the last four de-
cades, attempts to increase minimum wages in
2009, 2010 and 2018 have resulted in court cases,
inordinately delaying the revision.

king though unions have
repeatedly pointed out that the Codes do not
come in the way of revising minimum wages. The
new Industrial Codes have subsumed The Pay-
ment of Wages Act, 1936, Minimum Wages Act,
1948, the Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 and Equal
Remuneration Act, 1976 - all related wages to
workers — even as the concept of scheduled em-

“Instead of a hike wage, we get an
increased VDA hike. There is a huge gap between
u»z VDA and gener.nl price nse Unions are m:l

has been done away with.
Both labour unions and the management re-
presemauves Imve been differing in their point of

I'mra their voice, "sandawnrkcralagarmcnl
factory in Bommasandra. “After 19 years of work,
my take home salary does not exceed ¥15,000.
House rents have gone up in Bommasandra after
the metro connectivity. Legislators’ salaries get
increased every now and then, but every effort to
raise minimum wages is stonewalled,” said the
worker, who wished to remain anonymous.
‘Wages have also been fixed arbitrarily, and ab-
sence  of factory-level workers' unions
have compounded  the pro-
blems. % In 2018, basic wage was in-
itially increased to ¥459.81
per day for unskilled work-
ers in Zone 1, which was with-
drawn later and  downward-
ly revised to

view over ion of minimum wages af-
ter the four new Codes came into force. “Legally,
there is no scheduled employment now and the
Minimum Wages Act has been repealed with the
notification of Code on Wages, 2019 The power
to fix minimum wages under old Acts has been
taken away by the new Code. The State govern-
ment can fix new minimum wages only after the
Centre fixes the floor wage,” Mr. Prabhakar
argued.

The Joint Committee of Trade Unions (JCTU),
an umbrella platform bringing together nine
trade unions in Karnataka, however, has pointed
out provisions in the Codes that do not bar imple-
mentation of the minimum wages. The JCTU, in
its memorandum in December, 2025, urging the
government to implement minimum wages im-
mediately, has said that the provisions in the
Code on Wages provide ample opportunities to
the government to ensure that the process/ ac-
tion of revision of minimum wages, under way
and nearing completion, can be continued under
the new Labour Code as well.

The Labour Department, meanwhile, is learnt
to have sought opinion from the Law Department
over implementation of the minimum wages in
the light of Codes coming into effect.

The Department sources say that the decision
on the minimum wages will only be made in con-
sultation with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, even
as the AITUC plans a State-wide protest against
the delay in implementation of minimum wages
on March 5.

e The compounded inflation rate in Karnataka between 2012 and 2024 has been calculated to

be at 208.3%.

2012 ¥ 2024 & §19 PAleP H Tgad TR &R 208.3% 3! TS B

¢ With minimum wage revision hanging fire, workers have a tough time coping with the rising

cost of living, reports Sharath S. Srivatsa.
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AT AT WY Ao X6 & BRI, YTHD! DI FGdl SiaH-
I AT ¥ g & Hi3E 81 %8 7, Ko wrRa v ftaw
Mahadevappa A., a casual worker at a factory in Jigani, was
elated when in April 2025, he was informed of an impending hike
in his salary after the government notified an increase in minimum
wages across sectors of employment. ——
ot 1 U o) o ST i WETeawT T, 3lid 2025 H 79 956 G §U 916 S5
WHR gRT A AR &1 B FAqH 39 9g1 31 SR & 918 39 gig 31 THeRY freft|
Nearly a year later, his mood, and that of thousands of workers like him, is no longer upbeat.
T T T 916, ST 3R 37 oI §oIR| HTHD! BT I8 3 a1 <67l

The notification proposing the hike has remained a draft, with the government dithering on
finalising the wage hike.

dd gfs BT TRATd T aTelt SRS AT 61 &1 8% & IR PR o4 A Fu A &
fEafarar 3§ B

In his late 30s and a native of T. Narasipura in Mysuru district, Mahadevappa has been
working as a casual worker for nearly two decades now.

N & <=1 & IR A 3R A o & &, TRAQRT & Fardt Agreawt @y o gt I
B HH 4d & FUH HH IR 6

His current gross salary is about 15,300 per month, and he had his hopes pinned on the
hike to cope with the escalating cost of living.

BT ITHH b dd THTHT €15,300 U ATE € 3R Sl Siia--a19+ arTd ¥ e & forg
3% 30 ofg @ Iwde &

“The rent is high and adds to it the high school fee. The cost of every food item has gone up
too. How do you expect a family to lead a decent life with what we earn?” he asked.

IR e, THRrT ST § SR 99 R @d & B W 8 @y uerl 31 $id 9¢ 1 81 gAY
B T GRAR I FHFSHD Silad BI IHIG B B o Jobelt 8727

He and many of his colleagues have been taking up overtime jobs to earn additional income,
but at the cost of social life.

q8 3R 37 s YghH! AR 311 & AU siareTsh H1H I I8 §, Al sT@! HIud
TR e ¥ gl Us 6! 7l
His spouse also takes up odd jobs to augment the family income.

390! Uet H uRaR &Y 3 9 & faw Be-Ae &1 Bt g

Over 1.77 crore workers

1.77 BRIS T 3 yfie

For more than three years now, over 1.77 crore workers, covered by the Minimum Wages
Act, 1948, are desperately waiting for a revision.

forea 9 aul 9 o Try § <gaw da- fIFR[H, 1948 & d8d M ald 1.77 HRIS A
TP YFP T=Me BT I F TR PR B 6

Though the Act mandates revision of wages at least once in five years, this cycle of revision
— due in 2022-23 — has not been completed yet.

BTl AT & IR &R Ufa a8 & da- I=Ne e §, At 2022-23 § ¢4 U8 9% 3
% QT 51 g & |

It has been nine years since the last wage revision process was completed in 2016-17.

2016-17 H 3ifaH I S R e F A AN AV g g ¢ |

Bringing hopes in desperate times, the State government on April 11, 2025 proposed fresh
minimum wages ranging from ¥25,714 per month for unskilled worker to ¥34,225 per month
in Zone 1, which includes Bengaluru; to 19,319 per month for unskilled worker to ¥28,285
per month for highly skilled worker in Zone 3.

fRT=ITSM® THg # Iufie ST gU, 59 WRBR A 11 30 2025 HI 74 1 (Prad S1ge niia
?) T HTa 4fid & g 225,714 Ufe U418 F AR 234,225 Ul W18 3R A 3 H 3G
4% & Tl 219,319 Ufd ATE T 7o 3iAfties HRIa Yife o forw £28,285 Ufer 418 &1 Ud@
|

Pagez 7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

The draft, for the first time, fixed minimum wages for 18 scheduled employments apart from
revising minimum wages in the rest.

g HOIe B Ugel aR Y ASHIRY b SATdT 18 STIFRA AISTIRY & T rAaH I g fear
T

Minimum wages have been notified in a total of 81 scheduled employment.

Fd 81 IR ASHRY § AT aa- SHfIgfra foar mar g

How it was calculated

g A TUET B TS

For the first time in Karnataka, guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court in the landmark
Raptakos Brett case (1992) were followed to arrive at the wages.

Hicd B Ugall IR Ia- 9 B & g e #1d & TfaeiRie YeTei 3¢ $9 (1992) A
fruffa fexnfg=i &1 arem fasar |

In a departure from the past minimum wage revision, Karnataka considered a non-vegetarian
diet to calculate the cost of food (2,700 calories per consumption unit) to form the
minimum wage matrix.

fISd =LaH a7 I ¥ gear, Bl - WIE AT Bt 0T & foTT AIATERT 38R (2,700
FAR! Ut STURT 3H1E) S M fobar|

The inclusion of a non-vegetarian diet has been a long-standing demand of the labour unions.
TATERT 3MER & WM HAT i WS ! dd THT F AR 7 |

Immediately after the draft was published, the industry bodies took exception to what they
termed as a “steep hike”, and petitioned the government against its implementation.

AT SR B Bt SUNT A1 - 3 ot gig” T gY ST STTs 3R 39 foharaed &
AT PR U /R TR

The draft received more than 150 objections/suggestions from the industries/industry
bodies.

TS BT IS TSI F 150 | Y Srufraigzma ure gul

With the Karnataka State Minimum Wages Advisory Board, a tripartite body, also unable
to come to any conclusion after two meetings, the decision is now with the government.
FAfe® T 399 HAEPR A, 5 T Fuely o 3, 2 o & a1g ot s W
el ugT T, 3R 3« FAvfy bR & T B

As deliberations at the government level are still under way, four cases landed up in
Karnataka High Court against the proposed revision.

WHRT TR R foaR-faA=l 9kt 787 & HRU ydIfad Iy & R s-ice S Araray #
IR HHA GRR U

Will hurt MSMEs

D THA

“The proposed hike is too steep and will affect the viability of the MSME sector where 93% of
the workforce in Karnataka is employed,” said B.C. Prabhakar.

. JUTHR  FET, TR IS g S ¥ SR 3T THTHTHS & P agRiar T
BIT, W8T Priicdh BT 93% HRIT HRRA 71

(3T FCRN & STIR ATt § HIg dgarg =g a1 T 8, UAS aled & d1g 39T fadl
3rare fear mar B, Tide 7 Aewayul 2eg Aiftd Tu A dies fru U T, SR B W A
feigar TeeT 1t et T B ‘

le ST9 318, f H AT IR A Y 18 Hf 53 foep et 90 URey # SR R Gl 5 |
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PM to launch nationwide drive on HPV vaccination

TUTTHEAT Tadidt Serevor iR Iyt st IR B3

28F

Need to strike a balance, says SC on SHANTI Act petition

SHANT! STy g1fereT WR Aqa a9 &t axgsdr: guid dic

28F | A leap from blaze to biogas
3T § qH B FAT
PM to launch 28F. PM to launch nationwide drive on HPV vaccination
o UTTHA Tadidt ST o uR APerdt AT R B
nationwide
drive on HPV .” Prime Mi(nister) Narendra Modi will launch a natignwifde Human
. . Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination campaign on Satur ay rom Ajmer.
vaccination qeTTHA TG WS IR & SRR A %m‘lsqm
: @adidt) HeraHvr S o1 Foaid
W e The campaign aims to protect 14-year-old girls across the country

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch a nation-
wide Human Papillomavi-
rus (HPV) vaccination cam-
paign on Saturday from
Ajmer. The campaign aims
to protect 14-year-old girls
across the country from
cervical cancer, a disease
that remains a significant
health concern in India.

All States and Union Ter-
ritories will virtually join
the programme that will
start at 11.30 a.m., the Mi-
nistry of Health and Family
Welfare said.

India will use Gardasil, a
quadrivalent HPV vaccine,
for protection from HPV
types 16 and 18, which
cause cervical cancer, as
well as types 6 and 11.

A Health Ministry offi-
cial said that the vaccina-
tion will be voluntary and
free of cost. The one-time
vaccine will be adminis-
tered at designated govern-
ment health facilities.

from cervical cancer, a disease that remains a significant health concern
in India.
3 YA T I SR o1 14 98fg dsfPpal o) Yalgra $IR J T9T
8, O YRA & 3« ot T iR Tarem R g2 31

e All States and Union Territories will virtually join the programme
that will start at 11.30 a.m., the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
said.
WA 3R UaR Hearor HaTerd - S8l [ Srdehd 8wt Iey ok o
TR U= Il JHd g 3R 98 g 11.30 9t & g

e India will use Gardasil, a quadrivalent HPV vaccine, for
protection from HPV types 16 and 18, which cause cervical cancer, as well

as types 6 and 11.

URd , T& PIigdde Tautdl IRA=, BT ITAN ST, S Tadiat &
Wlﬁaﬁ?m@fgv&nétﬁ% S afgehel HER BT HRU & &, Y &
TR 6 3 11 F o JRem ueH et g

¢ A Health Ministry official said that the vaccination will be
voluntary and free of cost.
TS WA HATAT & ATUBRY A Fg1 [ Siprapror wfedssd gim ok
fRr-gresp ua fobar s

e The one-time vaccine will be administered at designated
government health facilities.

I8 U IR fear iR aran A1 Ruitd Iver) g $g) o am
el
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Need to strike a balance, says

SC on SHANTI Act petition

Kns&a& Ra]agop!

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant on Friday said a
balance has to be struck
between “actual, visible,
tangible national interest”
and “unfortunate, hypoth-
etical loss” while hearing a
petition highlighting that
India’s new law on nuclear
accidents has placed
“abysmally low” liability
on private operators and
even exempted any ac-
countability on the part of
the suppliers.

Chief Justice Kant said
that bringing nuclear pow-
er to India was a necessity
to meet the nation’s energy
requirements.

“Today, if we do not
bring nuclear power, you
will not be able to meet
your requirements. You do
not want to allow the coal
industry, you cannot com-
promise on forestry, you
do not have gas... So,

where are we going?” the
Chief Justice asked the peti-
tioner counsel, advocates
Prashant Bhushan and Ne-
ha Rathi.

The petition filed by
former IAS officer E.A.S.
Sarma has challenged the
Sustainable = Harnessing
and Advancement of Nu-
clear Energy for Trans-
forming India (SHANTI)
Act of 2025, primarily on
the ground that it allowed
private sector and foreign
companies to operate nu-
clear power plants in India
and has further capped the
liability of these operators
at an “absurdly low level
and exempted the supplier
from any liability”.

Mr. Bhushan pointed
out that the SHANTI Act
capped the government’s
residual liability at “300
million Special Drawing
Rights — a figure that is
abysmally low and effec-
tively ensures that victims
of death, injury, or proper-

ty damage cannot recover
even a small fraction of
their actual losses”.

“SHANTTI Act, 2025 caps
the liability of the largest
plant operator in India at a
mere 33,000 crore (i.e., ap-
proximately $331 million
amounting to less than
0.1% of the cost of damage
caused by the accidents at
Chernobyl or Fukushima).
The exemption of sup-
pliers from any liability in
the SHANTI Act is bound to
encourage manufacturers
and suppliers to cut cor-
ners in safety so as to maxi-
mise their profits,” Mr.
Bhushan submitted.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi
on the Bench said the 2025
Act would have to be exa-
mined by the court.

“We have to examine
whether the provisions of
the new Act suffer from the
vice of unconstitutionali-
ty... Whether it is manifest-
ly unjust or arbitrary,” Jus-
tice Bagchi observed orally.

28F. Need to strike a balance, says SC on SHANTI Act petition
SHANT! Sifefraw gTfaeT W Sgad 991 @t TaRaddr: G B

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant on Friday said a balance has to be struck between
“actual, visible, tangible national interest” and “unfortunate, hypothetical loss” while
hearing a petition highlighting that India’s new law on nuclear accidents has placed
“abysmally low” liability on private operators and even exempted any accountability on the

part of the suppliers.

YR & J&A AT (CI1) G Pid - YhaR & bel (& qrafds, e, 349 gy fga

3R “guirayul, Hreafe JHam
3 foreH gg wifard fobam T o1 b URA & TRATY

& g AT S GRT, OId a8 39 JMedhT Bt JAaTs DR 6
el IR U ST A ol Tarad! )

A5G FH' mw%ﬁ&mﬁﬁwmmﬁﬁwﬁ%

Chief Justice Kant said that bringing nuclear power to India was a necessity to meet the

nation’s energy requirements.
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T T Hid A Fel fs URA & URHATY] Sott AT o i SHoll STaLIDaraii i IR I
& foTg mava® g

“Today, if we do not bring nuclear power, you will not be able to meet your requirements. You
do not want to allow the coal industry, you cannot compromise on forestry, you do not have
gas... So, where are we going?” the Chief Justice asked the petitioner counsel, advocates
Prashant Bhushan and Neha Rathi.

“3TS1, Il GH URHATY 3ol Tg] A, I SATT ST SHTTIH TS Pl QT g1 B T | MY DIger
SURT Bl &rj"qﬁmeﬁm%na?f mﬂm&mwm:@mm 3{TI% U A T 3.
o fOhR &1 Fgl o X8 872 ww@%uﬁﬁ%aﬁa‘rmmﬁﬁaﬂ%q&
The petition filed by former IAS officer E.A.S. Sarma has challenged the Sustainable
Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India (SHANTI) Act
of 2025, primarily on the ground that it allowed private sector and foreign companies to
operate nuclear power plants in India and has further capped the liability of these operators at
an absurdly low level and exempted the supplier from any liability”.

&Méqw TRHAT GRT GRR T 3 YRRAT IR TS USaignc 3T
ﬁw TIABITHT 3fEar (SHANTI) SrfRIfSa™, 2025 ® 78I U F 29 YR IR
%ﬁssﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%szﬁmﬁﬁrﬁwﬁ Soll g3 TIferd B Bt
Wﬁﬁ@?@ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁ@ﬁmwﬁmw R Hiftrg &= fear
AT MTgfeiaral o1 fopelt t TR & gad & faam

Mr. Bhushan pointed out that the SHANTI Act capped the government’s residual liability at
“300 million Special Drawing Rights — a figure that is abysmally low and effectively
ensures that victims of death, injury, or property damage cannot recover even a small fraction
of their actual losses”.

gt YW1 = T fr SHANTI UFUfH = IRPHR DT YW SHaR! BT “300 FAferas wra sign
AT’ qH WA I 301 § — S T 958 HY Hihal § R Ul FU 9§ 98 YA i g
fob gog, @ic a1 duft aifd & difed 3o aRafde JHaH o1 sict a1 fgwn 1t U =181 & b |
“SHANTI Act, 2025 caps the liability of the largest plant operator in India at a mere ¥3,000
crore (i.e., approximately $331 million amounting to less than 0.1% of the cost of damage
caused by the accidents at Chernobyl or Fukushima).

“SHANTI ISR, 2025 URA & Ta¥ 9 T TS BI GIaR! B T 23,000 FRIS
(374Td AT $331 iR, Gﬁaﬁﬁamw&mgﬁm@%ﬁmﬁwwo 106 9 +f
HH 8) I JIfd Har gl
The exemption of suppliers from any liability in the SHANTI Act is bound to encourage

manufacturers and suppliers to cut corners in safety so as to maximise their profits,” Mr.
Bhushan submitted.

SHANT! Siftfea & sgfdaatart @ fasat ot e & gaa foran s Fafarsi sik
3gfdiarataft & gRem H Hekdl a1 & U Nfed BT difds § 30 GATh B SfIHaH IR
o, ot YT = U foba
Justice Joymalya Bagchi on the Bench said the 2025 Act would have to be examined by the
court.
éﬁ%ﬁmwmw?rm% 2025 & SfUFAH ®1 31ed GRT S d &I T

I
“We have to examine whether the provisions of the new Act suffer from the vice of
unconstitutionality... Whether it is manifestly unjust or arbitrary,” Justice Bagchi observed
orally.

g U8 a1 g1 o6 AU S & urae™ SRTdeTfIddT & G 9 IRd § 1 Y., T WE
U ¥ gyl a1 7HM 8 I SrTel 3 Mifee 9 9 fewth @t
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A leap from
blaze to biogas

nitrogen and phosphorus, which in turn benefits
crop yield. That is why petroleum companies
have begun producing FOM products, and fertil-
izer companies are supporting them,” says Jee-
tendra Kumar, General Manager (Marketing),

Raw biogas generated by the digesters is
stored in the ground-mounted balloon before be-
ing channelled to the purification unit. In its raw
form, the gas contains 45-50% methane, 35-45%
carbon dioxide (CO2), and 0.1-0.4% hydrogen sul-
phide (H:S). A water-scrubbing system is em-
ployed to purify the biogas, removing CO: and
H:S by feeding pressurised gas into a packed co-

withdrew, citing feasibility concerns. It was at

this juncture that the BPCL entered into discus-

sions with the State government, and Ministers

M.B. Rajesh and P. Rajeeve broached the possibil-

ity of a CBG plant,” recalls former Mayor M.
Anilkumar.

Subsequently, Prime Mlmsler Narendra Modi
the ground-b for

the proposed plant online in Oclober 2023. The
State Cabinet approved the CBG project the fol-
lowing month, and the Corporation handed over
the land in December. CEID Consultants and En-
gineering was awarded the contract to set up the
facility, while the FACT Engineering & Design Or-

The State’s first Comy s plant, which converts bi dable waste into bi lumn while water is sprayed from above. This | ganisation (FEDO) was appointed as the project
T " e 3 process enhances methane purity to 97%. The re- | management consultant.
operational at the garbage treatment yard of the Kochi Corporation. | g0z then compressed to a higher pressure

M.P. Praveen meets the engineers and mana lant set up by the BPCL Kochi Refinery at the plant | and to the refinery at Ambalamedu, | Prime reasons for delay
i = fcility B =T I - oo | Where it is converted into green hydrogen, ex- | The original deadline of March 2025 for the pro-
site to learn about the facility. which is expected to solve the city’s waste management issues plains the engineer. Ject's coenpletion could not be rmet. The trial run

n the evening of March 2, 2023, an in-
ferno erupted in the mountains of
plastic waste piled high at the Kochi

cubic metres. Before the waste reaches the diges-
ters — the heart of the gas generation segment —
it undergoes an elaborate cycle of pre-treatment

When operating at full capacity, the plant will
reduce carbon emissions by 85,000 tonnes a
year, which is equivalent to planting 3.5 million
trees and nurturing them for a decade, a BPCL of-
ficial says.

of the plant, beginning with dung and later ex-
tended to actual municipal solid waste, com-
menced in December 2025. The delay was prima-
rily due to the soil structure and the prolonged
monsoon. “We received the land in March 2024

Corporation’s waste treatment yard at | In other and feed preparation. and began filling two months later. However, the
Brahmapuram, located on the outskirts of the | districts, the Biodegradable waste collected from 177 | In Thir am, C| y extended rains triggered a soil collapse, forcing
city. governmeny | centres across the city is first transported to the | Similar biogas plants are in the pipeline across | us to resort to piling for all structures except two.

For nearly a fortnight, flames devoured the will hand plam where it is weighed on a 60-tonne elec- | several districts in Kerala. Projects being deve- | To ensure stability, we waited through two mon-
sprawling dump, which mostly consisted of § tronic weighing machine. From there, the waste | loped under the public-private partnership (PPP) | soon cycles before proceeding. Hence, the soil
tonnes of plastic and non-biodegradable waste | V' the is tipped into a bunker in the pre-treatment area | model are nearing completion in Palakkad and had time to settle,” explains R. Ugesh Raja, Pro-
accumulated over a decade, along the banks of land.and and carried forward on conveyors, passing | Thrissur. “In other districts, the government will | ject Manager at CEID, which has been entrusted
Kadamprayar, a critical freshwater source, send- | the BPCL through vibrators that separate non-biodegrada- | hand over the land, and the BPCL will establish with the operation and maintenance of the plant
ing plumes of smoke across Kochi's skyline. The | will establish | ble rejects. the plant. A Memorandum of Understanding has | for the next decade.
fire that released huge quantities of noxious gas- | he plant. An The segtega(ed malenal xs then channelled in- | already been signed for Kollam, and the founda- Meanwhile, FEDO is preparing to conclude its
es and soot lasted for almost a fortnight lowered | vjo() has toa and ‘whi tion stone is set to be laid in Kozhikode, while si- | association with the project, its first in Kerala.
the air quality of the city to alarming levels. Hun- | | O 500 | the waste into a fine slurry of 5 mm thickness. | milar facilities are under consideration in T‘Ium- “We are in the process of carrying out a Perfor-
dredssough it medical assistance following respi- i -muuuy and Cl We mance Guarantee Test Run, the completion of

for Kollam, where it is emptied into an unloading pi pursuing a mix of centralised and decemrahsed which will mark the culmination of our role in the

When the ﬁre was finally doused, a hrgtam and the mixed with an equal quantity of water. From waste treatment facilities. There will not be a | project,” says Sarath Santhosh, Senior Manager
of the 110-acre plot at the Vada- lhere, it passes through intermediate tanks for | complete shift to this model, but it will be ad- | (Projects and Constructions), FEDO.
vucode-Puthencruz panc} on lhe suburbs of | stoneis set rther segregation, with fibrous content careful- | vanced alongside the strengthening of decentral- In its 2026-27 Budget, the Kochi Corporation

tobe laid in ised systems,” remarks M.B. Rajesh, Minister for | has earmarked 215 crore for the operation of the

Kozhikode The slurry is then channelled into a hydmlys» Local Self-Governments. CBG plant. “It’s our responsibility to handle the

er tank, where the accelerated breakdown of or- ‘The Kochi plant, which entails an annual oper- | rejects from the waste during segregation. Since

seenedevenabkdeofmmaynevenalmm by pmcmmeruhsplme Finally, unsfedmmrwn ational expenditure of ¥7.5 crore, is equipped | the actual cost of handling this remains uncer-
again. Tank | with both in-built and external safety systems, in- | tain, we have set aside a token allocation. The

Less than three years after the blaze, a 10-acre | Minister cluding a dedicated fire-water network to tackle | company engaged in bio-mining of legacy waste

transformed

Reacmt Mher,thedmsmeram

5.6 tonnes of biogas each day. potential outbreaks. Company officials claim that | at Brahmapuram has expressed interest in treat-

this feature is unmatched. ing the rejects, and we have asked them to submit
Manure marketed FACT The system, say the engineers, is supported by | a project proposal. While the CBG plant is un-
‘The digesters discharge of Liquid Fer- | a four-lakh-litre capacity tank, a bore well capa- ly a blessing for the city, we do not want

uMbrupanmofmh,lsommd

ble of supplying 5,000 litres an hour, and a con-
ventional well, with the Kadamprayar also serv-
ing as an additional water source. A flare
mechanism ensures that gas is burnt in a con-

beyond the

the treatment of rejects to become an additional
burden. We are also concerned about whether
the quality of waste supplied will affect the
gela;l 's operations in the long run, as we have

lloumlecyded the plant itself, while | trolled manner even if pressure rises ock must be ‘pure’, free

the remaining 100 tonnes, along with the 28 | prescribed he explains. of any acidic content,” says Kochi Mayor V.K.

muof?oupod:udrhﬂy.mmw However, Corporation had initially pro- | Minimol.

through Fertilisers and ‘Travancore | posed a windrow composting plant at an invest- From the ashes of Brahmapuram's inferno has

(FACT). ment of 2150 crore under BPCL's corporate social | risen a facility that not only addresses the city’s
“We hav of Un- (CSR) 5 proposal | mounting waste crisis but also feeds directly into

Mmmmm«n changed in the aftermath of the the country’s green energy ambitions. As Kochi

hlhznu'urk;‘l‘heq:ylmnnor manure

hmhﬂmmmrd&hﬂtﬂ.

28F. A leap from blaze to biogas

3T | I

aP Bt DA

could not establish a facility modelled on the

takes this pioneering step, the challenge ahead
lies in ensuring consistent waste quality, manag-

The State’s first Compressed Biogas plant, which converts biodegradable waste into
biogas, has become operational at the Brahmapuram garbage treatment yard of the Kochi
Corporation.

T F1 Ugdl HUTS IR T, ST AG-TTe1a FaR I SN J geadl 5, B TR
FATH & FTRIYRY FERT IUAR $ T 91 81 T 8

M.P. Praveen meets the engineers and managers of the plant set up by the BPCL Kochi
Refinery at the plant site to learn about the facility, which is expected to solve the city’s
waste management issues.

T 0. ydtor I wd W) Pl Nerea9) gR1 WItd 947 & SolifAaR) iR yeyw!
e ], a1fts 50 gfaen & o & o b, oI WeR &) Rt UeY= FARATS & GHiY o
I B

On the evening of March 2, 2023, an inferno erupted in the mountains of plastic waste piled
high at the Kochi Corporation’s waste treatment yard at Brahmapuram, located on the
outskirts of the city.
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2 AT, 2023 P XM B, TER b SeY 3aih H (YT STEYRA H Hifcd TR 7 & HRT ITIR
&g T TH WIReH HaX & UgTS! H WIWT 31T HSH 3ol

For nearly a fortnight, flames devoured the sprawling dump, which mostly consisted of
tonnes of plastic and non-biodegradable waste accumulated over a decade, along the banks
of Kadamprayar, a critical freshwater source, sending plumes of smoke across Kochi’s
skyline.

T U AT I 3T 3 Thal §U ST 1 Ut e § fora, foraw Tey ©U § U 3316 ¥
ST & HR W 3R TR-SI9-3THe-1 FHarT oY, S U AUl His Ut & Hid HEUaR &
forTR T T, SR Py & SMHRI A YU & [ER B Y|

The fire that released huge quantities of noxious gases and soot lasted for almost a fortnight
lowered the air quality of the city to alarming levels.

9 3T Y YR AE H fatelt A ik Prfera Aol 3R I8 @14 Ush Uadrs d dall, ol
36X 1 IR UIEIT FARATD TR ab (R TS|

Hundreds sought medical assistance following respiratory issues.

o Hadt TaRaTsi & a1 Sdhs! anll A Rifeasa Jgrrar o

When the fire was finally doused, a large area of the 110-acre plot at Brahmapuram in the
Vadavucode-Puthencruz panchayat on the suburbs of Kochi city resembled a wasteland

ravaged by war, leaving behind smouldering embers, acrid smoke and scorched earth so
lifeless that it seemed even a blade of grass may never take root again.

ST& ST Sfdd: AT T8, Al DI R & SUTRI B aSTgdIs-JA-Tgpol Uardd & STRYRH d
110 TS &3 &1 931 fex1 g 9 qaTe sor YA S fora= &, et aTd SR, diar yait 3R
STl g S I8 TS, AT oid fob I AT I8t fhr it a1 1 U fomiapt off =78t 37|

Less than three years after the blaze, a 10-acre plot at the yard’s epicentre stands
transformed beyond recognition, housing a Compressed Biogas plant, funded by BPCL-
Kochi Refinery.

ST T & <1F 1 § 1 HH I H, % fog IR YT 10 THs &1 &8F UgdH I W dad gl
2, oTet dififira s Reedt gr fGaifia $iks IRy Ta =i 21

It will be formally inaugurated by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on Friday.

DT ATARS IguTe YehaR &1 Gt RS fasras gry oo s

Rising from the once-charred wasteland are three green domes.

HHt TTeft g5 SR YA ¥ o 9 R ag W W B

Two of them are, in fact, double-layered balloons mounted atop digesters, each with the
capacity to treat 75 tonnes of municipal solid waste a day.

78 A <) aRdd § Sae-aUS TR €, Sl STgeied & IR A MU g, R @ ude ufafeq
75 T TR 319 AR &I SUIR IR Jhdl 5 |

The inner balloon inflates as raw biogas is generated, while the outer shell holds its form
against inclement weather, ensuring the anaerobic functioning of the digesters with the help
of a water column controlled by a blower.

Fal AN §99 R 3fee TsaRT Hadl 8, Safd STes! SMaR0] W1 AH & RIars o
THR §IE TG 7, AR AR gRT (AT aiex BIem &1 Hag I SEoRey &I TIRIaP
T gAfd HRar gl

The third structure is a ground-mounted balloon, which is a specialised, collapsible storage
membrane designed exclusively for biogas, with a capacity of 1,500 cubic metres.

T TR U ASS-ATGe S TART €, S ARy &0 § IR & fog fewme= &1 18, geq
iy 1ERY et &, ot &maT 1,500 99 HieX g

Before the waste reaches the digesters — the heart of the gas generation segment — it
undergoes an elaborate cycle of pre-treatment and feed preparation.

HERT STZOCY db UgT Y Tgd — off 7 ScTe TS P $g ¢ — Td-IU€R R Bl
IR & T fawqd I A oRdl ¢ |

Biodegradable waste collected from 177 centres across the city is first transported to the
plant, where it is weighed on a 60-tonne electronic weighing machine.

R WR P 177 B Y THHT N9-3HTHHT HTRT U I T 1T STl 8, gl 3 60 & B
gAaei=® ard AR W die S 8|

From there, the waste is tipped into a bunker in the pre-treatment area and carried forward
on conveyors, passing through vibrators that separate non-biodegradable rejects.
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The segregated material is then channelled into a shredder and a bio grinder, which
pulverises the waste into a fine slurry of 5 mm thickness.

3T Y TS IR Y bR FST 3R Y TGS H o7 971l &, ol Hek 1 5 Forft s ot
EH WRI # ged a1 ]

The slurry proceeds to the feed preparation stage where it is emptied into an unloading pit
and mixed with an equal quantity of water.

Ig WR! IS TR aRo1 & SI1ch 5, SI51 59 U SAaiteT fUe & JTell X Uil &1 GHH A7 &
T feman S g |

From there, it passes through intermediate tanks for further segregation, with fibrous
content carefully removed.

3P §IC TG 3N P JYTHUN & o Heaad] ¢ol I Tord! 8, ogT IRIGR It Bl
Frauyde g SiTdl g |

The slurry is then channelled into a hydrolyser tank, where the accelerated breakdown of
organic matter takes place.

TS TG W P! FTESIATSHR ¢ § Ul o1l 8, S5 Bra=1ep g &1 <iig 3fudeH gl gl
Finally, it is fed into two digesters operating on a Continuous Stirred Tank Reactor system.
3faa: 34 PGS RS ¢ Nuaex yomredt W T < Sgoied & STar ol 7
Together, the digesters generate 5.6 tonnes of biogas each day.

o) ¥ SReed Ufdfed 5.6 ¢ IRNY 30 Hd 8|

Manure marketed through FACT
FACT & HTeH & Mg &1 fagor=

The digesters discharge 290 tonnes of Liquid Fermented Organic Manure (LFOM) and 28
tonnes of Solid Fermented Organic Manure (FOM) each day, which are channeled to a
dedicated fertilizer shed for separation.

STRoRed Ufafe 290 e avd fbfvad ©ifa® @ig (LFoM) 3R 28 &1 31 ffvaa wifdw @re
(Fom) FeTad §, = guaer & forg ue guftfa SR 2s & IS ST §1

Of this, 190 tonnes of LFOM are recycled within the plant itself, while the remaining 100
tonnes, along with the 28 tonnes of FOM produced daily, are marketed through Fertilisers
and Chemicals Travancore (FACT).

70 ¥ 190 T LFOM I B €} griford farar ST ], Siafes 9w 100 &, iR ufafes Sanfed
28 @1 FOM, Bidagwid U8 S ATAUIHR (FACT) F AT J 59 Id B |

“We have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding to market FOM through our
distribution network...,” says Jeetendra Kumar, General Manager (Marketing), FACT.

“GH 3 fIRU1 Aegd & A1eaH I FOM & fauuH & o Ues qHgidar a4 fpar g, Sha=
PUR, HETUEYU® (WTHTEM), FACT Fed & |

Raw biogas generated by the digesters is stored in the ground-mounted balloon before
being channelled to the purification unit.

STEoReY gRT 30T Hl TN B! ATGS-ATes e H JUfed fwar Sl ], 59 918 39
QISP FHTS T VST o1l g |

In its raw form, the gas contains 45-50% methane, 35-45% carbon dioxide (CO2), and 0.1-
0.4% hydrogen sulphide (H2S).

U B Y H I H 45-50% HAA, 35-45% BTET STFIATRIES (CO2) 3R 0.1-0.4%

BT SIo AAPIS (H2S) BT 5

A water-scrubbing system is employed to purify the biogas... enhancing methane purity to
97%.

IR BT Y B & [T aTex-TpfaT Rew &1 Iudi far orar g, a8 19 &1 g
97% TP 8¢ oIl g

The refined gas is then compressed and transferred to the refinery at Ambalamedu, where it
is converted into green hydrogen.

YT T ) o Tfifsd oR enaamig fRud Rt & 997 ST 8, Sl 38 W4 grggo |
JEal STl |
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e When operating at full capacity, the plant will reduce carbon emissions by 85,000 tonnes a
year, equivalent to planting 3.5 million trees.
quf &FdT TR HATe e IR I8 93 Uiy 85,000 & HTa SaToi- & ST, 5l 35 ATE
¥g T & R 3|
e Similar biogas plants are in the pipeline across several districts in Kerala.
YA & D foral H T G & TN I UguarsA A 7
e Projects under the PPP model are nearing completion in Palakkad and Thrissur.
Frirft aisa & qed uRaeH TragsTs 3R PRR A ¢ 81 & #8095
o Inits 2026-27 Budget, the Kochi Corporation has earmarked %15 crore for the operation of
the CBG plant.
2026-27 % Fole B, HIfe] TR A9 3 CBG TuF & TaIeH & forg 215 #Rts Huffka fFu g
e From the ashes of Brahmapuram’s inferno has risen a facility that not only addresses the
city’s mounting waste crisis but also feeds directly into the country’s green energy

ambitions.

FEIYRH Pt ST B IRG F Th T AT IHR ¢, S 1 Had [ER & dgd BRI Udhe Bl
eI el B, afe 3 &) g it Hewardiana o) 1 N qref A 81

e As Kochi takes this pioneering step, the challenge ahead lies in ensuring consistent waste
guality, managing rejects, and sustaining operations through monsoon cycles and fiscal

realities.

T DI I S0 HeH ISIAT €, O ST B T BaR Pt IUIET D! §HIE 36, AT 6T
T&eH $HR 3R ATHYA Tp1 9 faiig arafdwarsi & & Y- & 918 38 &1 g
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President undertakes
sortie in Prachand

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Friday undertook a
sortie in the indigenously
developed light combat
helicopter, Prachand, at
the Air Force Station in Jai-
salmer, Rajasthan.

The mission was flown
as a two-aircraft LCH for-
mation. Ms. Murmu flew in
the lead aircraft with
Group Captain Nayan
Shantilal Bahua, while
Chief of the Air Staff Air

Chief Marshal A.P. Singh
flew as Number 2 in the se-
cond aircraft along with
Group Captain A. Mahen-
dra.

During the 25-minute
sortie, the formation flew
over Gadisar Lake and Jai-
salmer Fort before striking
a designated tank target,
showing the indigenous
combat helicopter’s opera-
tional capability. In a note
written in the visitors’
book, Ms. Murmu de-
scribed the experience as
enriching.

28F. President undertakes sortie in
Prachand

ayufa 9 yds # IS Wl

e President Droupadi Murmu on Friday
undertook a sortie in the indigenously developed light
combat helicopter, Prachand, at the Air Force
Station in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.
wgcri%fﬂqzﬁglﬁ AR B ISR & SR

g T R R Wl 9 3 fabRid arge
amé-c: g, yas & 35 w1

e The mission was flown as a two-aircraft LCH
formation.
gg e gt faurl 3t Terfieg @Rar & w0 d
REIRIRIEIN

e Ms. Murmu flew in the lead aircraft with
Group Captain Nayan Shantilal Bahua, while Chief
of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh flew as
Number 2 in the second aircraft along with Group
Captain A. Mahendra.
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g4t gy 7 ot famm & qu et a1 rifoara sgen & 9 IS U, SEfe 9y I U
TR 9 ARie Tt Rig 3 R faum # HeR 2 & U A YU P T UeE & 91U ISH 4|

e During the 25-minute sortie, the formation flew over Gadisar Lake and Jaisalmer Fort
before striking a designated tank target, showing the indigenous combat helicopter’s
operational capability.

25 e B ISM S SRM, 3T T 7 TR 39 3R ek fFrd & SR I IsH v
sﬁxﬁw@gwﬁufﬁa%a&uwmﬁm o W=l g SiTToR &1 HaTe &dn
PR

e |n anote written in the visitors’ book, Ms. Murmu described the experience as enriching.

Jfafy giaeT & ford T e o, Yot g8 71 39 3MYa & T HR- araT SarT|

Navy boosts anti-submarine
capability with INS Anjadip

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a move to sharpen its an-
ti-submarine warfare capa-
bilities, the Indian Navy on
Friday commissioned its
fourth indigenously de-
signed and built anti-sub-
marine warfare shallow
water craft INS Anjadip at
the Chennai Port.

It was commissioned by s : -
the Chief of the Naval Staff, /NS Anjadip being commissioned by Admiral Dlnesh K. Tripathi at
Admiral Dinesh K. Tri- theChennai Port on Friday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ
pathi. Senior naval officials

were present.

The vessel, which is 77
metres long, has been de-
signed to detect, track, and
neutralise enemy subma-
rines in coastal waters.

It has been named ‘Anja-
dip’ to carry forward the
valour of the historic island
off the coast of Karwar.

The ship is equipped
with indigenous anti-sub-
marine warfare weapons
and sensor package.

The INS Anjadip was

constructed at Kattupalli
by Garden Reach Shipbuil-
ders & Engineers, Kolkata,
and will mainly address
the challenges of the litto-
ral combat environment.
“Anjadip is equipped
with modern shallow-wa-
ter sonars, lightweight tor-
pedoes, anti-submarine
rockets, and combat man-
agement system. It is engi-
neered for agility, preci-
sion and combat
effectiveness,” Admiral Tri-

pathi said at the commis-
sioning ceremony. “The
ship and her systems dis-
tinctly reflect the growing
strength of India’s indige-
nous design and industrial
ecosystem. Aatmanirbhar-
ta, today, is moving
beyond Make in India to
Trust in India,” he added.

It is equipped to under-
take coastal surveillance,
low-intensity maritime op-
erations, and search and
rescue operations.

28F. Navy boosts anti-submarine capability with INS Anjadip

T A INS ST & A1 g sat-Aeh &Hdr &1 ggr

¢ In amove to sharpen its anti-submarine warfare capabilities, the Indian Navy on Friday
commissioned its fourth indigenously designed and built anti-submarine warfare shallow
water craft INS Anjadip at the Chennai Port.

TGO T &1 B! TSEd HRA & HeH & ded, UIRART 8T - YLHaR &) A5
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FETE TR W=l =0 9 feue ok fAffa st arft vageftR1eht Iua ora &t wid INs
SIoTETT Y AT H 2 b

It was commissioned by the Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi. Senior
naval officials were present.

U AT W, TshRe fomr &, Furdt 7 wviiee e afvg e st sufya 9

The vessel, which is 77 metres long, has been designed to detect, track, and neutralise
enemy submarines in coastal waters.

Ig U, St 77 HieX |41 3, adiy Saad ¥ gRAH UAgSal &1 udr @R, 3961 191 $3A
3R 3¢ fAfera e & fou feome foar mn g

It has been named ‘Anjadip’ to carry forward the valour of the historic island off the coast
of Karwar.

Y 3ferdiy A1 fear T § arfe dRaR de & Uy fya efaeife giu & < &1 o sgrn
STHSb |

The ship is equipped with indigenous anti-submarine warfare weapons and sensor
package.

Tg UId W Rl rigel- A fiaRY ok AR Idw § gufsa g1

The INS Anjadip was constructed at Kattupalli by Garden Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers, Kolkata, and will mainly address the challenges of the littoral combat
environment.

INS 3ieTa &1 i Siaerar fRua e+ S Rufyed ts seitfasd gr1 Fegui &
forar T § SR U8 g U I 9ty g ufikaw o1 gifaar | e

“Anjadip is equipped with modern shallow-water sonars, lightweight torpedoes, anti-
submarine rockets, and combat management system. It is engineered for agility,
precision and combat effectiveness,” Admiral Tripathi said at the commissioning
ceremony.

“3STGIY SMYFIH ST oId TR, T eRUtS!, Tgsal-AH Idve 3R Piae Audie
Ren A a9 ?1 39 Bl Idiwan 3R g wura=ftear & e gefifas frarman 3
weitRd RAurdt 7 w1 9uRIE § ool

“The ship and her systems distinctly reflect the growing strength of India’s indigenous
design and industrial ecosystem. Aatmanirbharta, today, is moving beyond Make in India
to Trust in India,” he added.

T8 Ui 3R STH! TONfera HRd & TaoRit fEwms= iR sienfie wifkfRufast d &t sgdt
dIhd B! WY FY J ST &1 31T TR+ ReT, I 571 3fear § o g a3 5 sfear ot
3R 9g G 8, IBIA A3l

It is equipped to undertake coastal surveillance, low-intensity maritime operations, and
search and rescue operations.

g% adt FARTi, &H Ftaar ara T st ok Wi vd ara S & sim 3 &
fere gufsra B
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