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Slogan in stone: A gra�iti reading „Never again is now‟ 
is pictured on a statue of Britain‟s former Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill in 
Parliament Square, London on Friday. The words 
“freePalestine” and “stop the genocide” were also 
sprayed on it. The Dutch group called 
“Free the Fulton 24,” a reference to Palestine Action 
activists, claimed responsibility for the act. 
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TOPICS COVERED   28 February 2026 

28F Kerala‘s paradox can spark its global vision 

                                                     

28F Up in the air 

            

28F Deadlines, disputes, doubts dog UMEED for waqf properties 

   य-      ,       औ                  य          UMEED                     
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28F. Kerala‘s paradox can spark its global vision 

                                                     

 The Chinese, Arabs, Jews and Europeans all arrived in pursuit of our spices and textiles, 
creating a syncretic civilisation where church bells, the muezzin‟s call, and temple chants 
harmonised into a symphony of coexistence. 

    , अरब, य    और य र   य  भ   म र  म      और             म  आए,       ए   म         

ब                   य  , म अ       अ    और म   र      म     अ       ए   मर      म   म  

गए। 

 We are a State boasting first-world social indicators amidst third-world infrastructure 
pressures, possessing the population density of the Netherlands (901 per square kilometre), 
the literacy of Singapore (96.2%), and the ecological fragility of Costa Rica. 

 म ए      र                  म          म               ,  ब       य        ब   य             

 ब     ,                          (901                 )     म     ,    र            

(96.2%)     म     , और    र                               । 

 Kerala is already the nursing capital of the world; we must now aspire to be its healing 
garden. 
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  र                 य         ग र         ; अब  म  इ    उ   र उ    ब       आ      र    

    ए। 

 Leveraging our unique genetic admixture — a blend of Dravidian, Aryan, Arab, and European 
markers — we must move beyond general health care to precision medicine. 

 म र        आ         म   —     , आय , अरब और य र   य              म   —    उ य ग  र   

 ए,  म    म               आग  ब  र                ओर          ए। 

 Why should we import 80% of our medical devices when we possess the engineering talent to 
create them? 

 ब  म र      उ   ब        इ     य र ग  म          म  अ    80%            ण     आय    र   

    ए? 

 We must look to Costa Rica, a small nation that became a med-tech powerhouse. 

 म               ओर           ए,    ए       र       र भ  म  -        ब  । 

 By leveraging institutions such as the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute, we can manufacture high-
value components — stents, heart valves, and surgical robots — for the world. 

                                    उ य ग  र,  म उ -म       —    ,   य     और 

       र ब   —          ए    म    र        । 

 We already are a leading State in blood-bags. 

 म            र  ब ग        म  ए  अ    र     । 

 Furthermore, we must cease viewing our aging population as a liability and recognise it as an 
economic engine. 

इ    अ    ,  म  अ             आब       ब         म        ब    र इ   ए  आ     इ          

म              ए। 

 By emulating the Japanese model and developing “retirement villages” in our climate-friendly 
highlands, we can offer world-class assisted living not just for locals, but for the “grey 
nomads” of the West. 

               अ   र   र    ए और अ        य -अ                  म  “    य          ” 

        र,  म            य   ग        ए ब      म    “          ”      ए भ     - र य 

   य              र        । 

 Additionally, we must elevate Ayurveda from “wellness” to “cure”, much like China 
successfully globalised Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) through scientific validation. 

इ    अ   र ,  म  आय        “      ”    “   ”    उ    र       ए,                         

        म        म  म    Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)     फ       र    य । 

 By combining our 1,200 species of medicinal plants with modern diagnostics, we can 

position Kerala as the “Sanatorium of the East”. 

अ    1,200 औ   य               य      आ                               र,  म   र     

“                य ”       म         र        । 

 One of Kerala‟s greatest, yet most neglected, assets is its biological gene pool; as one of the 
world‟s eight “hottest hotspots” of biodiversity, we house approximately 5,679 species of 
flowering plants (2022-23 data). 

  र      ब   ब  ,       उ           य   म     ए  इ                    ;                       आ  

“              ” म     ए              , य     गभग 5,679     य               य   (2022-23     ) 

  ई        । 

 With no land to spare for low-yield crops, we must adopt the Dutch model of glasshouse 
farming. 

 म उ        फ          ए भ  म     म       र ,  म                  उ       अ      

    ए। 

 The Netherlands is the world‟s second largest agri-food exporter despite its diminutive size 
because it prioritises technology over territory. 

        अ         आ  र    ब                र   ब   ब       -      य                    फ  

   अ                 म           । 

 By focusing on climate-resilient local varieties, such as the saline-tolerant Pokkali rice, and 
vertically extracting high-value spice oleoresins, we maximise revenue per inch. 

    य -          य             म -                  र            र और उ -म   य 

म     ओ  य र        ऊ    र         र,  म     इ   र    अ    म  र     । 
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Possibilities by the ocean side 

                      

 We must stop being hunter-gatherers of the sea and become farmers. 

 म   म          र -                 आग  ब  र       ब      ग । 

 Like Norway, we should lead in sustainable salmon and shrimp farming and extracting 

pharmaceuticals from marine algae, while investing in deep-sea fishing fleets and cold 
storage managed with scientific rigour. 

         र ,  म      ऊ      और    ग            म             औ   य                 म  

अ    ब        ए,                   र       ब     ग र   म      म                   ओ  और 

      र   म         र       ए। 

 The Vizhinjam International Seaport is our gateway, but a port without value addition is 

merely a parking lot. 

                 य          म र         र   ,       म              ब   ब  रग        ए       ग 

     । 

 We must look to Singapore and construct a logistics city that refines, assembles, and 

repackages goods, transforming Vizhinjam from a transit point into a global economic anchor. 

 म              ओर           ए और ए               ब         ए       ओ       र   , 

  य     और            र ,             म ए           ब             आ     आ  र म    र            । 

 We can also be the gas station of the Indian Ocean; like Chile, we can use our solar and wind 

potential to produce green ammonia for the ships docking at our ports, fuelling the maritime 
fleets of the future. 

 म      म    गर    ग        भ  ब         ;          र ,  म अ      र और      म      उ य ग 

 र ब  रग      र  ग                    ए     अम   य     उ      र        ,    भ        म    

ब        ऊ      ग । 

 Since heavy industry is ecologically unviable, our path to prosperity lies in the “weightless 
economy” — sectors requiring high intellect but low physical footprint. 

      भ र  उ  ग    र            अ    य    ,  म र   म       म ग  “              ” म     —     

       उ  ब   म          म भ            आ      र      । 

 We are the Toulouse of India; with the legacy of VSSC, LPSC, and IIST — Vikram 
Sarabhai Space Centre, Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre and Indian Institute of 
Space Science and Technology — Thiruvananthapuram is already a space citadel. 

 म                 ; VSSC, LPSC औ  IIST —                      ,              

          औ       य                                 —                        ए  

अ   र    ग    । 

 We must encourage private startups, creating a commercial “space coast” for nano-satellite 
launches and propulsion systems. 

 म           अ              र       ए,     -उ          और                  ए ए  

        “       ”      म     र       ए। 

 Similarly, the presence of Brahmos should be leveraged to set up auxiliary defence 

production. 

इ      र,         उ         उ य ग    य  र   उ            र        ए   य           ए। 

 We must emulate Manchester (―Graphene City‖) by turning our rare earth minerals 
(ilmenite, monazite) into the microchips and superconductors of tomorrow. 

 म          (―          ‖)    अ   र   र    ए अ        भ             (       ,         ) 

   भ       म इ      और    र       म  ब         ए। 

 The India Innovation Centre for Graphene in Kochi is merely the seed; we must grow the 

forest. 

            य                              ब     ;  म    र               र     ग । 

 Given our financial literacy and an economy fuelled by global remittances, we need a 
regulatory “sandbox” in a Global FinTech Centre, similar to the Dubai International 
Financial Centre (DIFC), to attract the world‟s crypto and fintech pioneers. 

 म र      य    र   और                         अ                 ए,  म              और 

 फ     अ          आ       र        ए                  म  ए    य म  “      ”    

आ        ,                          य       (DIFC)     म     । 
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 Furthermore, like The Hague or Singapore, Kerala can become a venue for international 

commercial arbitration, leveraging our legal expertise and the serene “peace dividend” of 
locations such as Kumarakom to settle global corporate disputes at a fraction of London‟s 

cost. 

इ    अ    ,       य               र ,   र  अ  रर    य         म            ब         , 

अ                    और                             “           ”    उ य ग  र           र   

                     ग     ए  अ    र              । 

The change begins here 

        य                   

 “God‘s Own Country” is a brilliant slogan, but scenic beauty is no longer enough; the 

modern traveller craves immersion and activity. 

“      ओ       ” ए  उ      र    ,                        र   अब  य           ; आ      य    

ग   अ  भ  और ग               । 

 We can be the Montreal of Asia, utilising our vibrant cinema culture and artistic youth to 
become the post-production back-office for Hollywood and Bollywood, offering tax credits to 

attract global gaming studios and VFX houses/visual effects studios. 

 म    य          य  ब         , अ              म         और       य   ओ     उ य ग  र 

        और              ए    -      ब  -  फ  ब         , और       ग  म ग     य      

VFX     य     आ       र        ए  र                  । 

 We must pivot from selling handicrafts to selling “heritage luxury”.  

 म        ब        आग  ब  र “             ” ब        ओर म         ए। 

 Consider the Aranmula Kannadi or the exquisite Balaramapuram handloom; currently, 

these are marketed merely as curiosities for tourists. 

             य  उ                      र     र  र ;    म   म  इ         य           ए 

          ओ        म          य         । 

 We must look to Italy‘s Tuscany or France‘s Lyon — why must a Kasavu saree be mere 
attire when it can be couture? 

 म               य                 ओर           ए —  ब                र ब             

          र        र  ? 

 We need to establish a “Kerala Design Institute” partnering with Milan or Paris to elevate our 

master craftsmen into designers, exporting not just the cloth, but the brand. 

 म        य                     र  म  ए  “                   ”        र       ए,       म र  

     र     इ र ब     , और                   ब        भ    य     र    । 

 Imagine a global luxury brand based on Kerala‟s eco-friendly hand-woven textiles, utilising the 
narrative of “sustainable luxury”. 

  र      य   र -अ        - र         र आ   र  ए           र                र ,    

“             ”    अ   र      उ य ग  र । 

 Finally, we must turn our climate vulnerability into expertise. 

अ    ,  म  अ        य                          म  ब         ए। 

 Like the Dutch, who sell their water management engineering to the world, Kerala can 

become a “living lab” for disaster-resilient infrastructure, exporting low-cost, flood-resistant 
housing and soil stabilisation technologies to the tropical world. 

       र ,    अ        ब    इ     य र ग        ब       ,   र  आ   -   र    अ   र         ए 

“          ” ब         , और  म   ग       ब  -र    आ        म      र  र             

उ    ब   य     म    य     र        । 

 The path forward requires a psychological shift. 

आग     म ग  ए  म      ब        म  ग  र     । 

 We must cease asking, “How do we catch up with Bangalore?” and start inquiring, “How do 
we collaborate with Amsterdam? How do we compete with Colombo? How do we learn from 
Kyoto?” 

 म  य        ब    र       ए, “ म           बर बर        र ?” और य             र       ए, “ म 

                     य ग  र ?  म                         र ?  म                ?” 
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 Kerala has historically served as a bridge between the east and the west. 

  र                      और    म    ब   ए       र     । 

 It is time we ceased being merely a bridge — and started being the destination. 

अब  मय        म                       — और  य  ग    ब  । 

 A destination where the best of the world is adapted, improved, and offered back to humanity 
with a distinctly Malayali touch. 

ए      ग                     ओ     अ   य    ए,     र    ए, और       म य               

म                     य    ए। 

28F. Up in the air 

            

 Flights by non-scheduled operators need better 
enforcement 

   -                    र          उ           ए                

आ         

A series of flight incidents within a month 

                          ओ               

 A series of flight incidents within a month — two crashes 
involving small aircraft, at Baramati (Maharashtra) in January, 
and near Simaria (Jharkhand), and a helicopter crash-landing in 
the Andamans — is a reminder that charter aviation in India 

cannot be treated as a lightly regulated adjunct to commercial 
flying. 

ए  म        भ  र उ        ओ     ए         —                  

(       ) और      य  (      )               म                  ए , 

           म         र       -     ग — य  य                भ र  म  

    र   म               उ                 य म     य        म  

                 । 

 The troubled charter aviation sector is expanding and the 
need for oversight has become critical. 

 म         र   म            र  र र      और   गर       

आ      अ    म          गई   । 

 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
website lists 133 non-scheduled operators, or NSOs (updated 
till September 30, 2025), using a mix of fixed-wing and rotary-

wing aircraft. 

         य            य (DGCA)      ब  इ   र 133    -

                (NSOs) (30        2025        )     ब    , 

    फ -   ग और र  र -   ग   म         म   उ य ग  र     । 

 The meeting on February 24 that the DGCA held with all 

NSO permit holders was thus long overdue. 

24           भ  NSO  र म    र           DGCA    ब      ब  

 मय    अ        । 

 The proposal to rank charter operators based on safety 
performance and the requirement for NSOs to disclose critical 
safety information on their websites, which covers aircraft age, 
maintenance history, and pilot experience, could be the first steps 
towards basic transparency. 

  र            आ  र  र     र   र  र      र    ग         और NSOs 

  र  अ      ब  इ     र   म      आय , र र    इ      और   य   

अ  भ       म         र        र       र      आ     , 

ब   य      र               म         म           । 
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 Equally significant is the DGCA‘s line that commercial considerations must not be allowed to 

affect safety, a pointer to pressures to prioritise VIP schedules and even business 
commitments. 

उ       म       DGCA    य                        र        र       भ      र      अ  म   

                 ए,    VIP   य  म   और       य     ब   ओ         म             ब      ओर 

       र     । 

 The regulator‟s focus on maintenance standards, particularly among operators with in-house 
maintenance, repair, and operation facilities, is another critical, but late, intervention. 

  य म     र र    म       र    ,       र उ    र  र      ब             इ -  उ  र र   , 

मर   और              ए    , ए  और म                  ब          । 

 Cockpit voice recorder audits, fuel records and ADS-B data scrutiny as well as enforcement 

of flight duty time limitations are pivotal, though belated, steps. 

         य   र    र     , ई    अ भ    और ADS-B                  उ          मय   म ओ  

         म      , य         ब ,   म   । 

 Most importantly, holding senior management accountable for systemic failures is another 
corrective measure. 

 ब   म       य             ग    फ   ओ       ए   र   ब          ब      र    ए  और 

    र    उ  य   । 

 Adverse weather has been a contributory factor in several charter and non-scheduled flight 
accidents, which includes the Bell 430 helicopter crash in Andhra Pradesh in 2009 and the 
Beechcraft C-90 King Air accident in 2001 that claimed the lives of prominent political 

leaders. 

       म  म  ई     र और ग र-अ        उ           ओ  म     य    र  र     ,    म  2009    

                430                  और 2001           C-90       य             म    , 

   म   म   र            ओ     म     ई   । 

 The DGCA has specified that recurrent training of pilots must focus on „weather awareness 

strategies and decision-making in uncontrolled environments‟. 

DGCA             य          य        आ          म  „म  म   ग     र     य   और अ  य     

     र  म      य-     र ‟  र                    ए। 

 The rollout of safety audits, with a physical workshop on safety, may help align all operators 
with the safety mandate. 

  र    र भ       य               र           आर भ  भ    र  र        र   आ       अ     

     म     य            । 

 However, the fact is that there are some operators with poor safety records. 

       ,    य              र  र        र    र      र ब   । 

 There are also gaps in pilot training and experience on type, scant simulator training centres 
in India, a dearth of quality instructors and weak audits. 

  य         और    र  र अ  भ  म  भ  अ  र     , भ र  म     म    म    र             , ग      

                 म     और       म  र   । 

 It is acknowledged that the regulator itself is short-staffed in certain safety critical 
departments. 

य      र   य  गय         य    य म        र  -आ      भ ग   म   म    रय       म         र   

  । 

 Earlier this month, the Civil Aviation Minister spoke of conducting a “very thorough study” of 

flight operations by non-scheduled operators and to uncontrolled airfields. 

इ  म           आ  म           य          ग र-अ          र  र   और अ  य        ई       म  

उ              “ब   ग   अ य ”  र      ब      । 

 But for such a safety drive to lock into place there has to be consistent enforcement and 
committed transparency. 

            र            य  ब          ए           और    ब    र       आ      । 
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28F. Deadlines, disputes, doubts dog UMEED for waqf properties 

   य-      ,       औ                  य          UMEED                     

 Telangana‟s waqf institutions are caught in a high-pressure race to digitise decades and 
centuries-old records on the UMEED portal, launched by the Centre to bring transparency 

and efficiency to waqf management. 

     ब    म    र       और                ए       र        ए गए UMEED        र       और 

   य     र     र              इ   र      उ   ब            म      ग              ए  फ     ई   । 

 But what began as a reform exercise has unfolded into a complex, anxiety-ridden process 
marked by technical glitches, legal uncertainty, institutional disputes and distrust over intent. 

             य      र       म       ई   ,              मय  ,        अ       ,     ग          

और म          र अ         भर  ए       और             य  ब  गई   । 

 The controversy has been sharpened by disagreements between the Telangana State Waqf 
Board and Department of Heritage as well as political and legal challenges to the amended 
law, writes Syed Mohammed. 

 इ                                और                 ब   म भ                          

   र र        और              य      और      ब     य    ,            य       । 

 If they miss the deadline, thousands of properties, some of them centuries old, may slip into a 
digital void. 

 य       मय-  म      गए,       र        य  ,    म            य     र      ,            म          

  । 
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 That fear hangs heavy outside a central masjid in Hyderabad, where small groups of men 

wait in silence, files pressed close to their chests. 

 य  भय             ए      य म       ब  र ग र य   आ   ,                    -      म          

      , फ इ            ग ए  ए। 

 Some hold rolled gazette notifications and title deeds while others carry electricity bills, tax 
receipts or fragile photocopies salvaged from ageing registers. 

              म  ग   अ       ए  और   इ                ई   ,  ब   अ   ब     ब ,  र र     य  

  र    र   र             गई       फ          ए  ए   । 

 Every scrap of paper matters. 

   ग      र       म य   र      । 

 A few hundred metres from the masjid, across a busy road, another queue mirrors the first. 

 म              म  र   र, ए            उ    र,    र     र             र      ई        । 

 On a designated floor inside a government office, young men with sunken eyes and parched 
lips — evident effects of fasting — type relentlessly into laptops. 

 ए   र  र    य   य          र  म      र,      आ     और                  य    — उ            भ   

—  ग   र         र   इ   र र     । 

 Every document that can establish a property as waqf must be uploaded to the UMEED Waqf 
portal before time runs out. 

    भ                               र        , उ    मय  म                UMEED    

       र अ      र   अ    य    । 

 The urgency is unmistakable, the anxiety visible. 

              और         फ     ई        । 

 The first deadline has already slipped by. 

       मय-  म                      । 

 The next one, March 12, is barely a fortnight away, and the scale of the task is overwhelming. 

 अग    मय-  म , 12     , म             र    और   य       म    भ र    । 

 Launched amid promises of reform, the UMEED (Unified Waqf Management, 
Empowerment, Efficiency and Development) portal was pitched last June by Union 
Minister for Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju as a system that would “not only bring transparency 

but also help the common Muslims, particularly women and children”. 

     र             ब         य  गय  UMEED (य                   ,         ,           

            )                 म      य अ      म म       म       ण          र  ए      

            म         य  गय        “         र         एग  ब   आम म   म    ,       र 

म    ओ  और ब       म   भ   र ग ।” 

 Conceived as a centralised digital platform, it seeks real-time uploading, verification and 
monitoring of waqf properties, offering geotagged inventories, GIS integration, transparent 
leasing records, an online grievance redressal system and public access to verified data. 

 ए                      म        म    र     य                य       रय -  इम अ      ग, 

      और   गर          र             य -     इ     , GIS ए   र ,   र         र    , 

    इ      य      र        और                                    र     । 

 In Telangana, however, the ground reality began unravelling within days of the exercise. 

        ,     ग    म  इ  अ          आ                  म   म            म   आ    ग । 

 Thousands of waqf properties had to be identified, their paperwork traced, collated and 
digitised, often from fragmented, incomplete or disputed records, within a rigid timeframe. 

    र           य             र      , उ                र, ए    र और       इ   र      , 

   अ र  ब र   ए, अ     य           र       ,    भ  ए     र  मय-  म     भ  र। 

 Distrust over intent, unfamiliarity with digital procedures, confusion over technical questions 
and legal uncertainty combined to slow the process, even as the clock kept ticking. 

 म          र अ     ,           य ओ     अ  र य,              र  म और        अ           

 म  र    य       म   र   य ,  ब    मय  ग   र ब     र  । 

 Matters were further complicated when the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) 
approached the Supreme Court of India. 

  ब        य                      (AIMPLB)                   य  य         य ,    

म म   और         गए। 
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 With the outcome described within the community as disappointing, hesitation set in among 
mutawallis and managing committees. 

  म   य    भ  र   र  म      र       ब  ए         ब         य   और  ब      म  य   म  

                  गई। 

 Besides, there was dissatisfaction over the approach of the AIMPLB. 

 इ    अ     AIMPLB                 र भ  अ        । 

 While the Board had initially discouraged uploading documents to the portal, citing 
apprehensions that the Union government could interpret it as acceptance of the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act, the position later shifted amid fears of irreversible loss. 

         ब           म  य  आ            ए        अ      र                 य            

 र  र इ      (      )      य            म          ,       ब   म  अ  र  य            र 

   उ       ब   गय । 

 The AIMPLB is of the opinion that the legislation is discriminatory and contradicts Articles 14, 
25 and 26 of the Constitution. 

 AIMPLB    म        य        भ  भ          और                   14, 25 औ  26    उ     

 र     । 

 Explaining the dilemma, AIMPLB spokesperson and member S.Q.R. Ilyas told The Hindu, 
“We had hoped for a halt on uploading till the issue was fully dealt with.” 

         म      ए AIMPLB         और       .  .  .    य      „       ‟       , “ म  उ    

       ब    म म     र   र           ए, अ      ग  र र    ग ग ।” 

 The scale of what is at stake is staggering. 

          र  ग    , उ      म                   । 

 According to Telangana State Waqf Board CEO Mohammed Asadullah, the State has 
33,929 gazette-notified waqf properties. 

                           ईओ                  अ    र, र   म  33,929    -         

        य     । 

 Now, as legal interpretations are contested and institutional positions harden, the clock 
continues to tick. 

 अब  ब            ए             और     ग        र         र     ,  ब भ   मय      ई आग  

ब       र     । 

 With the March 12 deadline for uploading documents to the UMEED portal looming, Waqf 

Board officials say they remain hopeful of completing the process, even as the digital exercise 
unfolds amid unresolved disputes and rising uncertainty. 

 UMEED        र        अ      र      12          मय-  म        आ         ,    ब    

   अ    र                   य    र             र अब भ  आ        , भ      य         अ    

अ               और ब    अ           ब   आग  ब  र     । 
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28F How Pakistan and Afghan Taliban, former allies, drifted into an ‗open war‘ 

         औ               ,          य      ,      ‗     य  ‘    ओ      

28F Exiled Opposition leader fears Belarus turning into Putin‘s ‗consolation prize‘ 

                          ,                 ‗             ‘            
 

28F. ‗Open war‘: Afghan Taliban 

seeks ‗dialogue‘ as Pakistan 
bombs Kabul, other cities 

 ‗     य  ‘:                    

औ                            

                 ‗     ‘         

   

 Pakistan bombed major cities in 
Afghanistan including the capital Kabul on 
Friday, with Islamabad‟s Defence Minister 
declaring the neighbours at ―open war‖ 

following months of tit-for-tat clashes. 

                 र    अ             म   

  र  ,    म  र             भ     म    ,  र 

बमब र    ,       ब   इ  म ब               

   म            र      ब           ब         

               ब   ―     य  ‖            । 

 The overnight operation was 
Pakistan‟s most widespread bombardment 
of the Afghan capital and its first air strikes 
on the southern power base of the Taliban 
authorities since they returned to power in 
2021. 

 र    र     य  गय  य  अ भय   अ     र       

 र            अब        ब        

बमब र     और 2021 म      म           ब   

                                र      

   ई  म     । 

 “Children, women, and old people 
were running,” Gander Khan, a 65-year-old 
man, told AFP in front of rows of tents at the 
Omari camp. 

 “   ,         औ                   ,” 65    य 

   र        ओ           म              र      

  म               । 

 Pakistan‟s latest operation came 
after Afghan forces attacked Pakistani 
border troops on Thursday night in 
retaliation for earlier air strikes by 
Islamabad. 

            य       अ भय    ब  आ  ब 

ग    र र   अ     ब                  र       

  ए गए    ई  म          ब म             म           र  म     य । 

 Taliban government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said Afghan forces killed 55 Pakistani 
soldiers and captured several others, while putting the death toll among Afghan troops at 13. 

     ब    र  र                                   अ     ब       55                     

म र  गर य  और  ई अ           य ,  ब   अ                म           13 ब  ई। 
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 The head of the Pakistan military‟s publicity wing, Lieutenant General Ahmed Sharif 
Chaudhry, told reporters “274 Taliban regime members and terrorists” had been killed, for 
the loss of 12 Pakistani troops. 

                     र          म                                       र      ब  य     

―274                     औ          ‖ म र  गए   ,  ब   12                     म   

 ई   । 

 The sharp surge in hostilities drew international concern, with China, Britain and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) calling for immediate de-escalation and 
return to dialogue. 

      म  आई इ      ब   र              य              ,         ,       और          य         

      (ICRC)                      और        र          अ      । 

 Relations between the neighbours have plunged in recent months, with land border crossings 
largely shut since deadly fighting in October that killed more than 70 people on both sides. 

        म      म             य       र   ब र   र   बग  गए   , और       म   ई               ब      

 म      म  म ग  largely ब     ,    म                70             म र  गए   । 

TTP factor 

             

 Islamabad accuses Afghanistan of failing to act against militant groups that carry out attacks 
in Pakistan, which the Taliban government denies. 

 इ  म ब   अ          र         म   म    र        उ       म                र   ई    र      

आर    ग      ,          ब    र  र    र     । 

 Most of the attacks have been claimed by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a militant 

group that has stepped up assaults in Pakistan since the Afghan Taliban returned to power.  

 अ        म             र       - -                (      )         ,       अ         ब   

       म           ब           म   म        र   ए   । 

 Pakistan‟s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif declared an ―all-out confrontation‖ with the 
Taliban government, posting on X: “Now it is open war between us and you.” 

            र   म                     ब    र  र        ―                    ‖          

 र    ए     र     : “अब  म र  और आ    ब        य     ।” 

 Taliban government spokesman Mujahid said Afghanistan wanted ―dialogue‖ to resolve the 

conflict. 

     ब    र  र         म                 अ         इ                        ए ―     ‖ 

        । 

 “We have repeatedly emphasised a peaceful solution, and still want the problem to be 

resolved through dialogue,” Mr. Mujahid told a news conference, adding: “Right now, 
Pakistani planes, reconnaissance aircraft, are flying over Afghanistan‟s airspace.” 

 “ म   ब र-ब र        ण          र   र   य     और अब भ               म       म              

  ,”    म          ए             म     , और     : “इ   मय                औ             

अ               ई     म  उ    भर र     ।” 

 The overnight strikes mark a ―significant and dangerous escalation from earlier clashes‖, 
South Asia expert Michael Kugelman said on X. 

      ए  य                           ए   र        य  र    र    म                    

―     ण  औ               ‖             । 

 “Pakistan appears to have expanded its targeting beyond TTP to the Taliban regime itself,” 

he said. 

 उ         , “                     आग  ब  र                             ब          र   य  

  ।” 

 Several rounds of negotiations between Islamabad and Kabul followed an initial ceasefire 
brokered by Qatar and Turkey, but the efforts have failed to produce a lasting agreement. 

          औ           ब       औ          म         ए   र  भ         र म    ब    ई   र 

   ब       ई,       य   य     य   म      र    म    फ  र  । 

 After repeated breaches of the initial truce, Saudi Arabia intervened this month, mediating 
the release of three Pakistani soldiers captured by Afghanistan in October. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
4 

   र  भ         र म    ब र-ब र उ        ब  , इ  म                         य  और अ  बर म  

अ           र       गए                          र  ई म  म       । 

 Iran, which shares a border with Afghanistan and Pakistan, offered on Friday to help 
―facilitate dialogue‖, while the Saudi Foreign Minister spoke with his Pakistani counterpart 
and China said it was “working with” both countries while calling for calm. 

     ,         म  अ         और                   ग     ,         र    ―              

     ‖ म  म              ,  ब                      अ              म      ब      और 

                          अ     र    ए                    “  म  र र     ।” 

 ICRC President Mirjana Spoljaric said the organisation was preparing to respond with 
humanitarian assistance but stressed that “no humanitarian response can compensate for 
political will to respect the rules of war and prioritise de-escalation.” 

                                           ग        य    य               य       

     य र   र र     ,       उ        र   य     “  ई भ  म    य      य  य        य            

 र   और                                    भर  ई       र     ।” 

 

28F. Canadian PM Carney lands in 
Mumbai for four-day India visit 

                                 य 

     य                   

 Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney 
landed in India on Friday as he hopes to reset 
ties and double trade, offsetting the damage 
from his country‟s fracturing relations with the 
United States. 

              म                   र    भ र  

     ,            ब         फर           र   और 

                 र      उ     र र     ,      

  य                      अ                  

            ए           भर  ई          । 

 Mr. Carney landed in Mumbai, where 
he is expected to address business leaders. 

                    ,      उ                ओ     

  ब      र      उ      । 

 The Canadian Prime Minister will be 
travelling to New Delhi and will meet Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Monday. 

              म              ए ग  और   म  र    

    म                 म        र ग । 

 Mr. Carney will also meet External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, and there will be an exchange of MoUs. 

                      .  य        भ  म        र ग , और               (MoUs)    आ   -

       ग । 

 He will also address the India-Canada CEO Forum. 

        -         ओ         भ    ब      र ग । 

 Mr. Carney is expected to focus on India-Canada trade negotiations for a comprehensive 
economic partnership agreement, investment opportunities, cooperation in fossil fuel 
and nuclear energy, as well as critical minerals technology. 

                -                   र            र      उ      ,    म             

               ,           ,            औ      ण       म    य ग,          ण       

            म    । 

 After his India visit, Mr. Carney will fly to Australia to discuss cooperation on defence and 
maritime security. 
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 भ र  य       ब  ,               य    ए ग ,             और              र   य ग       र      

 र ग । 

 
 

28F. International law is not dead, its rules stay resilient 

         य                  ,        य               

 Let us take one of the most fundamental international norms — the prohibition on the threat or 
use of force in international relations, enshrined in Article 2(4) of the United Nations 
Charter — as an example to understand this. 

इ    म         ए  म  ब   म     अ  रर    य म        म     ए  — अ  रर    य   ब     म  ब   य ग य  

उ     म    र    ब  ,      य                        2(4) म           —    उ   र         । 

 In 1970, international lawyer Thomas Franck argued that Article 2(4) had died because of 
wars around the world, owing to the Cold War rivalry between the U.S. and the then Soviet 
Union. 

1970 म  अ  रर    य                            य            2(4)    म              ,          भर 

म  य      र     ,            और            य         ब       य                   र    । 

 In the past four decades, the U.S. and other powers have been involved in several wars, 
including the Soviet-Afghan war (1979-89), the Falklands war (1982), the Gulf war (1990-
91), and conflicts in Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan (2001), Iraq (2003), Syria, and Libya in 
the 2010s. 

        र       म          और अ     य    ई य     म     म  र     ,    म      य -      य   

(1979-89),        य   (1982),    य   (1990-91),         य ,       ,           

(2001),      (2003),     य  औ  2010               य              म    । 

 While the UN Charter is undoubtedly a critical pillar, it does not by itself define the 

legalisation of international relations that has occurred over the last eight decades. 

य      य                      ए  म         भ   ,       य  अ           आ        म  अ  रर    य 

  ब             र       रभ           र  । 
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 Today, international law is widespread and diverse, governing international trade, foreign 
investment, civil aviation, maritime resources, outer space, human rights, climate change, 
chemical and biological weapons, and many other areas. 

आ  अ  रर    य            और         ,    अ  रर    य     र,             ,   ग र  उ य ,  म    

      , ब   अ   र , म        र,     य    र    , र   य    और          य र       अ    अ  

           य      र     । 

 In recent years, key treaties such as the High Seas Treaty (aimed at the sustainability of 
marine biological diversity), and a Pandemic Agreement (to strengthen pandemic 

prevention), have been signed. 

           म ,              ( म                     र       ) और                (म  म र  

र    म          र       )      म        म       र     र   ए गए   । 

 

28F. Greens win U.K. bypoll, in blow to Starmer 

        य .  .             ,               

 Green Party‟s Hannah Spencer won the Gorton and Denton seat with 40.7% 
votes; Reform UK came in second with 28.7%, while Labour finished third with 
25.4%; Prime Minister Starmer called the result ‗very disappointing‘, but said he 
would fight against extremes both on the right and left. 

                                औ           40.7%                  ;        य    

28.7%           र       र र  ,  ब        25.4%           र       र र  ;          

                  ‗             ‘ ब  य ,                      औ             ओर    

              फ    ग । 
 It was a bad night for U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer and his Labour Party after 

the Green Party won the Greater Manchester parliamentary seat of Gorton and 
Denton from Labour. 

 य .  .                       और उ                   ए य  ए   र ब र     ,  ब     

                             य           औ         बर          । 

 The nativist far-right party Reform UK came in second and Labour in third place in 
an election that could further erode Mr. Starmer‟s ability to stay in position until the 
next general election. 

             र-                     य       र       र र   और   बर    र       र,     



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
7 

      म     अग   आम              र ब   र                 म      और  म  र  र 

       । 
 “This byelection has shown that there is no longer any such thing as a safe seat and 

there is no part of the country where the Green Party cannot win,” said 36-year-old 
plumber Hannah Spencer, who won the election with around 40.7% of the vote. 

 “इ  उ                 य        अब   ई भ                      र   और          ई भ  

                                        ,” 36    य                      ,         

 गभग 40.7%                        । 

 “I think this election will transform the face of British politics,” said Greens chief 
Zack Polanski, during a joint press conference with Ms. Spencer in Manchester. 

 “म     ग         य                                       ,”                      

           म          र          य              म     । 
 “We have torn the roof of British politics, and that‟s because people now recognise 

there is an alternative,” Mr. Polanski said, adding Labour‟s “stranglehold” was over 
as people realised there was an alternative. 

 “ म                       उ        , और     इ   ए  आ         ग अब ए       

         र     ,”               , य         ए      ग                    ब     बर    

“   ”       गई   । 

 Labour won 25.4% of the vote, behind Reform UK‘s 28.7%. 

   बर    25.4%      म  ,           य       28.7%     म   । 
 The Conservatives got a mere 1.9% of the vote and the Liberal Democrats 1.8%. 

               म   1.9%      म   और                    1.8%। 

 The results meant that Labour‟s vote share had halved relative to its 2024 general 
election performance in the constituency. 

 इ            म  ब य        इ              म  2024                            म  

  बर          यर     र  गय । 

 There were divisions within Labour on the choice for the byelection with a faction 
preferring the charismatic Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham, over 
councillor Angeliki Stogia, who was chosen. 

 उ          उ     र  य        र                      ,      ए  ग     र  ई      

             य                      गई                    य   र  र       र     । 
 Earlier this month, Mr. Starmer and Labour‟s governing body found themselves at the 

centre of criticism for denying Mr. Burnham permission to run, with some 
speculating that Mr. Starmer was blocking a path to Westminster for Mr. Burnham in 
order to fend off a potential leadership challenge in the future. 

 इ  म           आ  म ,       और   बर             य               म  आ गए   , 

 ब उ                              अ  म          , और       ग      अ  म    ग य     

      भ    म    भ                     ब         ए                  र    र   र     । 

 In addition to bread-and-butter issues facing Britons featuring the campaign, there 
were accusations of sectarianism in the campaign. 

          य                               अ    , अ भय   म         य       आर   भ   ग । 

 The Greens were criticised for distributing material trying to appeal to Muslim 
voters, including a video showing Mr. Starmer with Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and U.K. Deputy PM David Lammy with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, and another clip depicting Reform leader Nigel Farage and U.S. 
President Donald Trump. 

                    ओ     आ       र          म   ब           ए आ       ई,    म  

                                और                                        

य .  .                                  य ,                             और         

                      ए  अ         म    । 
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 One particular image with Mr. Modi and Mr. Netanyahu said in Bengali: “But political 
leaders are not working for us,” and said bills and rents were going up. 

      और             ए           र म         म         : “      र              म र  

  ए   म       र र     ,” और     गय         ब  और   र ए ब  र     । 

 Some campaign leaflets were in Urdu asking voters to “punish” Labour for its 
position on Gaza. 

     अ भय            म    ,    म  म     ओ           र   बर            ए उ   “   ”      

       गय    । 

 Muslims have traditionally aligned with the Labour Party. 

 म   म    र  र ग                              र     । 

 “I think people are allowed to communicate with different communities... about those 
things those communities care about,” Mr. Polanski said on Friday in an interview 
with the BBC. 

 “म     ग           ग      अ ग-अ ग  म   य      उ  म      र        र      अ  म     , 

      उ    र      ,”                 र                ए       र म     । 

 Mr. Polanski, who is Jewish, said it was wrong to assume that only Muslims cared 
about the genocide in Gaza. 

 य    म                        य  म     ग                                       

म   म          । 

 Mr. Starmer called the result “very disappointing”. 

                   “             ” ब  य । 

 While he acknowledged voters‟ frustration, he said incumbent governments face 
such results during their term. 

         उ      म     ओ                   र   य ,                  म  म      र  र   

   अ      य     म                  म    र          । 
 He said he would fight against extremes in politics both on the right and left. 

 उ                र       म       औ             ओर                  फ    ग । 

 

 

28F. How Pakistan and Afghan Taliban, former allies, drifted into an ‗open war‘ 

         औ               ,          य      ,      ‗     य  ‘    ओ      

 “Our patience has run out”, Pakistan‟s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif wrote in a social 

media post on Friday. 
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 “ म र    य               ,”                                       र         म   य      

म      । 

 “Now it is open war between us and you.” 

 “अब  म र  और आ    ब        य     ।” 

 Mr. Asif ‟s remarks came after Pakistan carried out air strikes on Kabul and Kandahar, 
Afghanistan‟s two largest cities, and Paktia, a border province. 

 आ       य                  र  अ                ब   ब     र         और      ,     

  म             य  म              ए         ब   आई। 

 The strikes were launched hours after Afghan troops attacked Pakistani border posts. 

 य   म   अ               र             म      य    र  म                ब     ए गए। 

 Those attacks, in turn, followed earlier Pakistani strikes this week, which Islamabad claimed 
were carried out in retaliation for recent terror attacks inside its territory. 

 य   म   इ              ए गए           म       ब    ए,       ब र  म  इ  म ब             य     

   उ        म      य  आ      म              म    ए गए   । 

 These incidents, along with the allegations and counter-allegations, underscore the 
increasingly combustible nature of relations between Islamabad and Kabul. 

 य      ए , आर   और    र         ,          और          ब     ब         ग   र        

         र         र     । 

 Until a few years ago, Pakistan and the Afghan Taliban were close allies. 

                ,         और अ         ब          य      । 

 The Taliban‟s top leadership was based in Pakistan‟s Quetta while it fought U.S. troops and 

the previous Afghan government. 

     ब                                 म        ,  ब    अम  र           और      अ      र  र 

      र     । 

 But four years after the Taliban captured Kabul and established its Islamic Emirate, the 
former allies have become bitter adversaries. 

           ब     र         र      र                      र        र     ब  ,      

  य ग             ब  गए   । 

 What went wrong between the two? 

          ब      ग    आ? 

 When the Taliban were an insurgent movement, they relied on Pakistan‟s support to sustain 
their fight against U.S. forces in Afghanistan. 

  ब     ब   ए                  ,  ब उ    अ         म                      फ    ई   र  

र         ए             म     र भर      य । 

 Pakistan, wary of India‘s growing influence in Afghanistan, viewed the Taliban, a longtime 

ally, as a vehicle for extending its influence in the neighbourhood. 

        , अ         म                            र     ए,     ब      अ     भ          र 

   म  म म       । 

 Pakistan believed the Taliban‟s return to power would restore its “strategic depth” in South-
Central Asia. 

            म               ब          म           ण-      य  म  उ    “ ण           ” 

   ब     र ग । 

 But the Taliban‟s rise reshaped regional dynamics, defying Pakistan‟s calculations. 

           ब      उ य        य      ण      ब     य  और            ग   ओ             य । 

 Islamabad-Rawalpindi soon found itself confronting three distinct challenges. 

 इ  म ब  -र                      -          य        म    र    ग । 

Border clashes 

             

 The first is the Durand Line, the 2,640-km border established between British India and 
Afghanistan in 1893 and inherited by Pakistan. 

                          ,    1893 म        भ र  और अ            ब         2,640 

                     ,                   र    म    य । 
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 No Afghan government since the collapse of the monarchy in 1973 has accepted the line, 
which cuts through the tribal heartland of the region. 

 1973 म  र                 ब           भ  अ      र  र    इ  र           र        य ,        

         य           र ग  र     । 

 The Taliban, too, have refused to recognise the boundary drawn by Mortimer Durand, a 
British diplomat, and Abdur Rahman Khan, the Emir of Afghanistan. 

     ब      भ        र    य                और अ            अम र                  र  

      गई इ    म     म        इ   र   य    । 

 The border dispute was not an issue between the Taliban and Pakistan when the former was 
an insurgency. 

  ब     ब            ग     ,  ब   म            ब   और            ब     ई म           । 

 But when the Taliban became the state, the long-standing inter-state dispute between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan moved to the centre of bilateral relations. 

        ब     ब       म  आय ,    अ         और            ब     र        -    य       

     य   ब            म  आ गय । 

 If Pakistan expected the Taliban to behave as a client partner, it miscalculated. 

 य              उ              ब   ए                   र      र  र ग ,    उ    ग   

आ      य । 

 The Taliban sought to assert their autonomy, leading to growing tensions. 

     ब      अ      य           र              ,            ब    गय । 

The other Taliban 

               

 The second is the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), also known as the Pakistani Taliban. 

    र              - -                (TTP)   ,                       भ             । 

 The TTP and the Afghan Taliban are organisationally different but ideologically aligned. 

        और अ         ब     ग            अ ग   ,                            । 

 The Afghan Taliban wanted to expel U.S. troops from Afghanistan, defeat the Islamic 
Republic‘s security forces, and turn the country into an Islamic Emirate. 

 अ         ब      उ                       ब  र        ,         ण                  

    र    और                      ब       । 

 They achieved their objectives in August 2021. 

 उ      अ           2021 म         र   ए। 

 The TTP, for its part, aims to replicate the Afghan Taliban‟s success, at least in Pakistan‟s 
tribal regions. 

               म     म                  य       म  अ         ब       फ          र    

  । 

 While the Pakistani military supported the Afghan Taliban, it has long viewed the TTP as a 
serious security threat. 

                       अ         ब       म      य ,                     ब   मय    ए        

                 म        र     । 

 The Afghan Taliban‟s return to power in 2021 inevitably strengthened the TTP. 

 2021 म  अ         ब          म           अ    य                          य । 

 Initially, the Afghan Taliban brokered a truce between the Pakistani military and the TTP, but 
the ceasefire collapsed in 2022 and hostilities resumed. 

    आ  म , अ         ब                    और           ब               र य ,       2022    

य             य  और        फर        गई। 

 In the years since, the security situation in Pakistan‟s border regions has deteriorated sharply, 
with attacks occurring almost daily. 

  ब   ,              म           म    र                 बग     ,                म      र     । 

 According to the Pak Institute for Peace Studies, at least 400 people, most of them 
security personnel, were killed in TTP attacks across Pakistan last year. 

                             अ    र,                   म          म    म   म     म 400 

   ,    म  अ                   , म र  गए। 
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 Pakistan accuses the Afghan Taliban of harbouring the TTP. 

         अ         ब    र                        आर    ग      । 

 Islamabad says it will carry out strikes inside Afghanistan targeting TTP camps. 

 इ  म ब                    अ            भ  र                          ब   र  म    र ग । 

 But Kabul says such attacks violate Afghanistan‟s sovereignty and has warned of 
retaliation, perpetuating a cycle of violence. 

         ब                      म   अ                       उ        और उ              

             ,                     र  र      । 

The India factor 

           

 The third challenge Pakistan faces is the Taliban‟s warming ties with India. 

    र             ब                               । 

 New Delhi had highly strained ties with the Taliban when the group was in power in the late 
1990s. 

 1990           अ   म   ब     ब       म    ,  ब  ई         उ          ब   ब          ण    । 

 But the Taliban 2.0 have shown greater flexibility in improving ties with India and New Delhi 

has reciprocated. 

               2.0    भ र           ब       र   म  अ                य     और  ई         भ  

इ        र   य    । 

 Last year, India hosted the Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi. 

          , भ र         ब                                    म  ब      । 

 Last month, the Taliban appointed an envoy to lead their diplomatic mission in Delhi. 

       म    ,     ब           म  अ    र    य   म             र        ए ए        य     य । 

 Though India has not formally recognised the Taliban, it is clear that engagement between 
Delhi and Kabul is deepening. 

         भ र     औ    र            ब                      ,            और   ब      ब         

          र     । 

 This, too, has complicated Pakistan‟s strategic calculations. 

 इ    भ              ण       ण  ओ          ब     य    । 

 On Friday, Mr. Asif, Pakistan‟s Defence Minister, said the Taliban had become a “proxy for 
India”. 

      र   ,            र   म                       ब   ―               ‖ ब  गय    । 

 Pakistan supported the Taliban in the hope of securing strategic depth. 

             ण                   र      उ    म      ब       म      य    । 

 Instead, it now finds itself dealing with a Taliban which it thinks poses security, cross-border 
and geopolitical challenges to Islamabad. 

       अब            ब          र     ,    उ    अ    र इ  म ब        ए      ,     -    औ  

  -               य         र     । 
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28F. Exiled Opposition leader fears Belarus turning into Putin‘s ‗consolation 

prize‘ 

                          ,                 ‗             ‘            

 Exiled Belarus Opposition leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya told AFP in an interview that her 
country must not become a “consolation prize” for Russian President Vladimir Putin amid 
intense efforts to end the Ukraine war. 

          ब                                     य     AFP      ए ए        र म         

उ        य     य    म    र        ए    र        य        ब       र                        

  ए “             ”      ब        ए। 

 Ms. Tikhanovskaya said it was crucial for Ukraine to win its battle but that Belarus, a close 
ally of Moscow under current leader President Alexander Lukashenko, should not be 

sacrificed. 

               य            य          ए अ       ई       म         ,       म           र       

                                  र ब    य ग         ब      ब र       ब  य       

    ए। 

 “It is important for us that Europe represents the Belarusian voice during these negotiations 
as well, that we do not separate the Ukrainian and Belarusian case, that Belarus is not given 
as a consolation prize to Mr. Putin,” she said on the sidelines of a visit to the Council of 
Europe in Strasbourg. 

 उ               म             य        य         र      , “य   म र    ए म             इ  

     ओ       र   य     भ                            र ,    य      और ब       म म       

अ ग     य    ए, और ब                              र  र       म      य    ए।” 

 Ukrainian and U.S. negotiators held fresh talks in Geneva on Thursday on efforts to end 
Russia‟s invasion, now into a fifth year. 
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 य      और                       ग    र           म        आ म      म    र       य      र 

 ई ब        ,    अब            म        र        । 

 Russia is demanding Ukraine pull its troops out of territory Kyiv‘s Army still controls — a 
proposal Mr. Zelenskyy has rejected — and said there is no deadline for ending the conflict. 

    म  ग  र र         य     उ           अ                     र अभ  भ                   य       

— इ          र                    र   र   य     — और                  म    र        ई 

 मय-  म         । 

Future launchpad 

             ण     

 Ms. Tikhanovskaya said that if Russia succeeded with its conditions, “it will keep the status 
quo in Belarus for decades, and Belarus can be used as a launching pad, as a place for 
escalating deployment of different types of weapons, threatening, blackmailing (its) 

neighbours for years and years ahead”. 

               य            य      अ        म   फ         ,    “य           ब      म  

य       ब  ए र  ग , और ब             ण           म ,    भ     र       य               

ब    ,      य       म     और    म    र                म         इ  म     य            ।” 

 Russia used Belarusian territory to launch its invasion of Ukraine in 2022, and Mr. 
Lukashenko, who has ruled Belarus since 1994, announced in December that Russian 
ballistic missiles capable of carrying nuclear weapons had been stationed in his country. 

       2022 म  य      र आ म       र        ए                उ य ग   य    , और 1994    

ब       र       र र                      बर म                  ण     य           म    म     

                उ        म           गई   । 

 Ms. Tikhanovskaya, now 43, stood against Mr. Lukashenko in a 2020 Presidential election 

that the Opposition say she won. 

 अब 43                      य     2020                  म                     फ          , 

                        उ             । 

 Official results however awarded the victory to Mr. Lukashenko, triggering major 
demonstrations and a brutal crackdown, forcing Ms. Tikhanovskaya into exile. 

         आ     र         म                        गई,                 और ए                

 आ, और               य             म            ए म ब र         । 
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28F. New GDP series upgrades FY26 growth to 7.6% 

                     FY26               7.6%       य  

 India‟s economic growth is expected to touch 7.6% in the current financial year 2025-26, 
showed the second advance estimates of gross domestic product (GDP) based on the new 

and updated series released by the government on Friday. 

  र  र   र       र      र   ई और अ            र आ   र                 (GDP)       र  

अ  म अ  म        अ    र,          य     2025-26 म  भ र     आ          7.6%              

उ      । 

 This is faster than the 7.4% predicted in the first advance estimates for 2025-26 released in 
January, which was based on the older series. 

 य     र  म    र  2025-26         अ  म अ  म     म  अ  म     7.4%    अ      ,                  

 र आ   र    । 

 The new series of data, released by Statistics Secretary Saurabh Garg and Chief 
Economic Advisor V. Anantha Nageswaran, has incorporated several improvements, 
including an updated base year of 2022-23 from the earlier 2011-12. 

                       और                     .                र    र   ई             

म   ई     र    म    ए गए   ,    म              2011-12             2022-23  र      म  

  । 

 The new series has revised downward the growth for 2023-24 to 7.2% from the 9.2% 
estimated in the old series and has revised the growth for 2024-25 to 7.1% from the earlier 
estimate of 6.5%. 

  ई        म  2023-24              र           म  अ  म     9.2%        र 7.2%   य  गय     और 

2024-25                    6.5%    अ  म      ब   र 7.1%   य  गय    । 

 According to the data, India‟s nominal GDP has been revised downward for the three years 
spanning 2023-26, which will have a negative impact on several fiscal ratios pegged to these 
numbers, such as the fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio and the debt-to-GDP ratio. 

 आ         अ    र, 2023-26    अ         ए भ र                              ओर           य  

गय    ,       इ  आ               ई र      य अ         र                 ग ,             य 

    -  -              और ऋण-  -             । 
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 The government also released the GDP growth data for the third quarter of 2025-26 based 
on the new series, which stood at 7.8% as compared to 8.4% in the second quarter and 6.7% 

in the first quarter. 

  र  र     ई           आ  र  र 2025-26                                आ     भ    र    ए,    

   र    म       8.4% और        म       6.7%          म  7.8% र  । 

Growth in current year 

                  

 According to the second advance estimates for 2025-26, the secondary sector is expected 
to grow at 9.5%, up from 7.3% in 2024-25. 

 2025-26       र  अ  म अ  म        अ    र,     य              9.5% र       उ      ,    2024-

25 म  7.3%   । 

 This growth is to largely be driven by the manufacturing sector, which is estimated to grow 
12.5% in 2025-26 as compared to 8.3% in the previous year. 

 य       म                ण       र            ग ,            2025-26 म  12.5% र       

अ  म     ,  ब             य  8.3%   । 

 The construction sector is set to grow at 6.9%, down from 7.1% over the same period. 

      ण             6.9% र         भ       ,    इ   अ    म  7.1%   । 

 Notably, the primary sector is expected to see a significant slowdown, with growth expected 
to be 2.8% in 2025-26 as compared to 5% in the previous year. 

            ,            म  उ     य म    आ      उ      ,      2025-26 म       2.8% र       

अ  म     ,  ब             य  5%   । 

 This is due to growth in the agriculture sector expected to slow to 2.5% in 2025-26 from 
4.3% in 2024-25, and in the mining and quarrying sector to 5% from 11.2% over the same 
period. 

 य                      2024-25    4.3%       र 2025-26 म  2.5%      और              

               11.2%       र 5%           र    । 

 The tertiary sector, comprising the services sectors, is expected to see growth to quicken 
to 8.9% in FY26, up from 8.3% in the previous year. 

     य     ,    म              म    ,         FY26 म         र 8.9%         उ      ,          

 र   8.3%   । 

 This is a result of double-digit growth in the trade, hotels, transport and communication 
grouping (10.3%), and the financial, real estate, IT, and professional services grouping 
(10%). 

 य       ,     ,        औ         म   (10.3%)         य,   य      ,      औ         

    ओ      म   (10%) म                        र  म   । 

 The data in the new series shows that the size of the economy is expected to be ₹345.47 
lakh crore in 2025-26, which is about 3.3% smaller than what was predicted in the first 

advance estimates based on the old series. 

  ई           आ                  2025-26 म  अ               ₹345.47          र       

उ      ,      र            र आ   र       अ  म अ  म         गभग 3.3%      । 

 Further, the size of the economy in both 2023-24 and 2024-25 has been revised downward by 
3.8% each. 

 इ    अ    , 2023-24 और 2024-25           म  अ          आ  र    3.8%-3.8%         ओर 

          य  गय    । 

 According to economists, this would not only revise upwards the government‟s fiscal deficit 
ratios over the past few years but would also make its planned debt reduction path a 

significantly steeper one. 

 अ      य      अ    र, इ                         म   र  र           य             ऊ र    

ओर            ग , ब   इ      य     ऋण              भ       अ              एग । 

 “On a current-price basis, nominal magnitudes for 2023-24 to 2025-26 are lower than those 
under the old series,” D.K. Srivastava, chief policy advisor at EY India, said. 

          य     म              र   .  .              , “                 र 2023-24    

2025-26      ए   मम     रम     र                    म   म   ।” 
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 “This also means the overall size of the economy now appears smaller.” 

 “इ    अ   य  भ        अब अ                            ई        ।” 

 According to Aditi Nayar, chief economist at ICRA, the new data implies that the fiscal 
deficit-to-GDP ratio would be around 15-20 bps higher on an average during the previous 

year as compared to the earlier estimates. 

            म   अ               य     अ    र,  ए आ                म                    

औ           य     -  -                      अ  म              म   गभग 15-20          

अ      ग । 

 

28F. Frozen wages, soaring prices 

            ,            

 The compounded inflation rate in Karnataka between 2012 and 2024 has been calculated to 
be at 208.3%. 

 2012    2024    ब          म    य   म         र 208.3% आ    गई   । 

 With minimum wage revision hanging fire, workers have a tough time coping with the rising 
cost of living, reports Sharath S. Srivatsa. 
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                      ब  र         र ,   म       ब        -

य      ग            म       ई    र     ,  र           .     । 

 Mahadevappa A., a casual worker at a factory in Jigani, was 
elated when in April 2025, he was informed of an impending hike 
in his salary after the government notified an increase in minimum 
wages across sectors of employment. 

   ग      ए  फ     म  आ       म            . अ    2025 म   ब ब         ए  ब उ   

 र  र   र     भ  र  ग र       म      म      ब        अ           ब                     र   म  । 

 Nearly a year later, his mood, and that of thousands of workers like him, is no longer upbeat. 

  गभग ए      ब  , उ    और उ            र     म       उ    अब      र  । 

 The notification proposing the hike has remained a draft, with the government dithering on 
finalising the wage hike. 

                   र         अ        म        ब    ई    और  र  र इ   अ   म         म  

        र     । 

 In his late 30s and a native of T. Narasipura in Mysuru district, Mahadevappa has been 

working as a casual worker for nearly two decades now. 

               उ र    म  और                 .                    म         गभग             

आ       म        म    म  र र     । 

 His current gross salary is about ₹15,300 per month, and he had his hopes pinned on the 

hike to cope with the escalating cost of living. 

 उ       म             गभग ₹15,300            और ब        -य      ग                 ए 

उ                उ      । 

 “The rent is high and adds to it the high school fee. The cost of every food item has gone up 
too. How do you expect a family to lead a decent life with what we earn?” he asked. 

 उ         , “  र य          और उ   र        फ   भ ।  र                म  ब  गई   ।  म र  

 म ई म    र  र                    उ                      ?” 

 He and many of his colleagues have been taking up overtime jobs to earn additional income, 
but at the cost of social life. 

    और उ     ई    म  अ   र  आय      ए ओ र  इम   म  र र     ,       इ      म  

  म                       र     । 

 His spouse also takes up odd jobs to augment the family income. 

 उ        भ    र  र    आय ब          ए     -म      म  र     । 

Over 1.77 crore workers 

 1.77                   

 For more than three years now, over 1.77 crore workers, covered by the Minimum Wages 
Act, 1948, are desperately waiting for a revision. 

                  अ     मय                    य , 1948        आ        1.77         

                    ब        इ    र  र र     । 

 Though the Act mandates revision of wages at least once in five years, this cycle of revision 
— due in 2022-23 — has not been completed yet. 

         अ    यम    अ    र  र          म              अ    य    ,       2022-23 म    य य     अब 

     र        आ   । 

 It has been nine years since the last wage revision process was completed in 2016-17. 

 2016-17 म  अ   म               र          ब                       । 

 Bringing hopes in desperate times, the State government on April 11, 2025 proposed fresh 
minimum wages ranging from ₹25,714 per month for unskilled worker to ₹34,225 per month 
in Zone 1, which includes Bengaluru; to ₹19,319 per month for unskilled worker to ₹28,285 
per month for highly skilled worker in Zone 3. 

   र        मय म  उ     ग     ए, र    र  र    11      2025        1 (   म            म  

  ) म  अ       म       ए ₹25,714               र ₹34,225         और     3 म  अ     

  म       ए ₹19,319               र अ            म       ए ₹28,285                 

र  । 
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 The draft, for the first time, fixed minimum wages for 18 scheduled employments apart from 

revising minimum wages in the rest. 

 इ  म     म       ब र     र  ग र      अ     18                        ए     म       य   य  

गय । 

 Minimum wages have been notified in a total of 81 scheduled employment. 

     81                   म      म      अ          य  गय    । 

How it was calculated 

 य        ण         

 For the first time in Karnataka, guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court in the landmark 
Raptakos Brett case (1992) were followed to arrive at the wages. 

        म       ब र       य  र        ए                                        (1992) म  

      र                        य  गय । 

 In a departure from the past minimum wage revision, Karnataka considered a non-vegetarian 
diet to calculate the cost of food (2,700 calories per consumption unit) to form the 

minimum wage matrix. 

           म                     र,                 ग     ग         ए                (2,700 

                     )       म    य । 

 The inclusion of a non-vegetarian diet has been a long-standing demand of the labour unions. 

 म      र  आ  र       म   र     म    ग          ब   मय    म  ग र     । 

 Immediately after the draft was published, the industry bodies took exception to what they 
termed as a “steep hike”, and petitioned the government against its implementation. 

 म       र          उ  ग   ग        इ   “        ” ब      ए आ       ई और इ      य  य     

    फ  र  र    ग   र  ग ई। 

 The draft received more than 150 objections/suggestions from the industries/industry 

bodies. 

 म        उ  ग  /उ  ग   ग        150             य  /           ए। 

 With the Karnataka State Minimum Wages Advisory Board, a tripartite body, also unable 

to come to any conclusion after two meetings, the decision is now with the government. 

                                   ,    ए       य     य   ,    ब         ब   भ         र 

             , और अब     य  र  र          । 

 As deliberations at the government level are still under way, four cases landed up in 
Karnataka High Court against the proposed revision. 

  र  र   र  र     र-  म     र  र         र                       फ             य  य म  

  र म म     यर  ए। 

Will hurt MSMEs 

                   

 “The proposed hike is too steep and will affect the viability of the MSME sector where 93% of 
the workforce in Karnataka is employed,” said B.C. Prabhakar. 

   .  .             , “            ब   अ       और इ                       य     भ     

  ग ,                93%   य ब    य र    । 

 (आ               अ    र                           य  गय    ,             ब   उ          

         य  गय    ,              ण        म              ए गए   , और           य  

                          गई   । 

 य   आ      ,    म  अग   उ र म          भ  इ    ब     म        म    र   र        । 
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GS Paper III: S&T,   

TOPICS COVERED     28 February 2026 

28F PM to launch nationwide drive on HPV vaccination 

                       ण                य             

28F Need to strike a balance, says SC on SHANTI Act petition 

 SHANTI      य  य                               :            

28F A leap from blaze to biogas 

         य                 

28F. PM to launch nationwide drive on HPV vaccination 

                       ण                य             

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch a nationwide Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination campaign on Saturday from Ajmer. 

     म                   र             र          य              य   

(      )       ण    य         आ   र ग । 

 The campaign aims to protect 14-year-old girls across the country 
from cervical cancer, a disease that remains a significant health concern 

in India. 

 इ  अ भय      उ       भर    14    य     य                      ब     

  ,    भ र  म  अब भ  ए  ग भ र           ब    ई   । 

 All States and Union Territories will virtually join the programme 
that will start at 11.30 a.m., the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

said. 

     औ            ण      य             य  म म   भ      औ      

               अ      म     ग  और य       11.30           ग । 

 India will use Gardasil, a quadrivalent HPV vaccine, for 
protection from HPV types 16 and 18, which cause cervical cancer, as well 
as types 6 and 11. 

 भ र          , ए                         ,    उ य ग  र ग ,    ए         

     16 औ  18      र          ,        इ      र      र  ब      ,        

     6 औ  11    भ    र         र     । 

 A Health Ministry official said that the vaccination will be 
voluntary and free of cost. 

 ए           य                           र          ग  और 

              य    एग । 

 The one-time vaccine will be administered at designated 
government health facilities. 

 य           य                       र                    र  ग य  

  एग । 
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28F. Need to strike a balance, says SC on SHANTI Act petition 

 SHANTI      य  य                               :            

 Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant on Friday said a balance has to be struck between 
“actual, visible, tangible national interest” and “unfortunate, hypothetical loss” while 

hearing a petition highlighting that India‟s new law on nuclear accidents has placed 
“abysmally low” liability on private operators and even exempted any accountability on the 

part of the suppliers. 

 भ र     म     य     (CJI)   य               र           “      ,    ,          य    ” 

और “        ण ,              ”    ब          ब       ग ,  ब    उ  य              ई  र र   

      म  य  र          य  गय        भ र      रम           ओ   र  ए                         र 

“       ”    य  र      और आ         ओ          भ     ब        भ           । 

 Chief Justice Kant said that bringing nuclear power to India was a necessity to meet the 
nation‟s energy requirements. 
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 म     य                    भ र  म      ण                              ओ       र   र   

     ए आ      । 

 “Today, if we do not bring nuclear power, you will not be able to meet your requirements. You 
do not want to allow the coal industry, you cannot compromise on forestry, you do not have 
gas... So, where are we going?” the Chief Justice asked the petitioner counsel, advocates 
Prashant Bhushan and Neha Rathi. 

 “आ , य    म  रम    ऊ             ,    आ  अ    आ     ओ       र        र   ए ग । आ    य   

        अ  म                  , आ         ण  र  म           र     , आ                   ... 

    फर  म         र     ?” म     य        य                             ण और                  । 

 The petition filed by former IAS officer E.A.S. Sarma has challenged the Sustainable 
Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India (SHANTI) Act 
of 2025, primarily on the ground that it allowed private sector and foreign companies to 

operate nuclear power plants in India and has further capped the liability of these operators at 
an “absurdly low level and exempted the supplier from any liability”. 

      आईएए  अ    र   . .  .        र    यर य                                           

    य                           य  (SHANTI)      य , 2025    म         इ  आ  र  र 

                इ             और             य      भ र  म   रम    ऊ      य            र      

अ  म      और आग  इ                   र     “                       ”  र    म   र   य  

    आ                  भ     य     म    र   य । 

 Mr. Bhushan pointed out that the SHANTI Act capped the government‟s residual liability at 
“300 million Special Drawing Rights — a figure that is abysmally low and effectively 

ensures that victims of death, injury, or property damage cannot recover even a small fraction 
of their actual losses”. 

    भ       ब  य     SHANTI      य      र  र             र     “300     य              

      ”       म   र   य     —    ए  ब     म आ        और  भ          य           र      

   म   ,     य                     अ                                  भ            र    । 

 “SHANTI Act, 2025 caps the liability of the largest plant operator in India at a mere ₹3,000 
crore (i.e., approximately $331 million amounting to less than 0.1% of the cost of damage 
caused by the accidents at Chernobyl or Fukushima). 

 “SHANTI      य , 2025 भ र      ब   ब     य                  र     म   ₹3,000      

(अ      गभग $331     य ,            य                  ओ      ई          ग     0.1%    भ  

 म   )       म   र     । 

 The exemption of suppliers from any liability in the SHANTI Act is bound to encourage 
manufacturers and suppliers to cut corners in safety so as to maximise their profits,” Mr. 
Bhushan submitted. 

 SHANTI      य  म  आ         ओ          भ     य     म     य         म    ओ  और 

आ         ओ       र   म         र        ए          र ग          अ              अ    म  र 

   ,”    भ              य । 

 Justice Joymalya Bagchi on the Bench said the 2025 Act would have to be examined by the 

court. 

     म     म    यम       य                     2025         य     अ       र               

  ग । 

 “We have to examine whether the provisions of the new Act suffer from the vice of 
unconstitutionality... Whether it is manifestly unjust or arbitrary,” Justice Bagchi observed 

orally. 

 “ म  य           ग      ए अ    यम                                        य      ...          

         य  ण  य           ,”   यम     ब ग      म                   । 
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28F. A leap from blaze to biogas 

         य                 

 The State‟s first Compressed Biogas plant, which converts biodegradable waste into 
biogas, has become operational at the Brahmapuram garbage treatment yard of the Kochi 
Corporation. 

 र                    य       य  ,       -      य         ब य ग   म  ब       ,          

                               म          गय    । 

 M.P. Praveen meets the engineers and managers of the plant set up by the BPCL Kochi 
Refinery at the plant site to learn about the facility, which is expected to solve the city‟s 
waste management issues. 

   .  .    ण   य       र                          र          य      इ     यर   और  ब      

    म      ,      इ            ब र  म         ,         र                   ओ      म        

उ      । 

 On the evening of March 2, 2023, an inferno erupted in the mountains of plastic waste piled 
high at the Kochi Corporation‟s waste treatment yard at Brahmapuram, located on the 

outskirts of the city. 
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 2     , 2023      म   ,   र    ब  र  इ     म              म        गर   गम      र  उ   र 

    म   म          र            म     ण    भ   उ  । 

 For nearly a fortnight, flames devoured the sprawling dump, which mostly consisted of 

tonnes of plastic and non-biodegradable waste accumulated over a decade, along the banks 
of Kadamprayar, a critical freshwater source, sending plumes of smoke across Kochi‟s 

skyline. 

  गभग ए            आग    फ     ए        अ         म    य ,    म  म         ए         

 म     भर       और ग र-   -अ     य   र    ,    ए  म       म                    य      

    र        , और         आ    म    ए     ग ब र फ   गए। 

 The fire that released huge quantities of noxious gases and soot lasted for almost a fortnight 
lowered the air quality of the city to alarming levels. 

 इ  आग    भ र  म    म              और              और य   गभग ए               ,       

  र      य    ण      र     र     गर गई। 

 Hundreds sought medical assistance following respiratory issues. 

                ओ     ब            ग             य    य     । 

 When the fire was finally doused, a large area of the 110-acre plot at Brahmapuram in the 
Vadavucode-Puthencruz panchayat on the suburbs of Kochi city resembled a wasteland 

ravaged by war, leaving behind smouldering embers, acrid smoke and scorched earth so 
lifeless that it seemed even a blade of grass may never take root again. 

  ब आग अ     ब   ई गई,           र    उ  गर   म          -             य          रम     

110            ब        य       ब   ब  र भ  म             ग ,         ग   अ ग र ,        आ  और 

     ई  म   र  गई, इ              ग            फर  भ         ए        भ       उग ग । 

 Less than three years after the blaze, a 10-acre plot at the yard‟s epicentre stands 
transformed beyond recognition, housing a Compressed Biogas plant, funded by BPCL-
Kochi Refinery. 

 आग  ग                 भ   म  मय म ,      ब     र     10                      र  ब        

  ,              -                र                    य       य           । 

 It will be formally inaugurated by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on Friday. 

 इ    औ    र  उ            र                      य    र    य    एग । 

 Rising from the once-charred wasteland are three green domes. 

  भ       ई ब  र भ  म    अब               उभर र     । 

 Two of them are, in fact, double-layered balloons mounted atop digesters, each with the 
capacity to treat 75 tonnes of municipal solid waste a day. 

 इ म             म     -  य            ,                ऊ र  ग ए गए   ,    म                 

75                    उ   र  र        । 

 The inner balloon inflates as raw biogas is generated, while the outer shell holds its form 
against inclement weather, ensuring the anaerobic functioning of the digesters with the help 
of a water column controlled by a blower. 

     ब य ग   ब     र अ      ग   र  फ       ,  ब   ब  र  आ र   र ब म  म        फ अ    

आ  र ब  ए र      , और   अर   र    य                  म        इ                  

                र     । 

 The third structure is a ground-mounted balloon, which is a specialised, collapsible storage 
membrane designed exclusively for biogas, with a capacity of 1,500 cubic metres. 

    र    र    ए       -                 ,                ब य ग        ए     इ     गई, म     

य   भ   र         ,        म   1,500           । 

 Before the waste reaches the digesters — the heart of the gas generation segment — it 
undergoes an elaborate cycle of pre-treatment and feed preparation. 

   र    इ                        —                            —     -      औ      

  य       ए              ग  र     । 

 Biodegradable waste collected from 177 centres across the city is first transported to the 
plant, where it is weighed on a 60-tonne electronic weighing machine. 

   र भर    177          ए        -अ     य   र         य   म    य         ,      इ   60       

                    र             । 

 From there, the waste is tipped into a bunker in the pre-treatment area and carried forward 
on conveyors, passing through vibrators that separate non-biodegradable rejects. 
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           र         -          म  ए  ब  र म               और    यर ब    र आग  ब  य         , 

       इ         -   -      य            अ ग  र     । 

 The segregated material is then channelled into a shredder and a bio grinder, which 
pulverises the waste into a fine slurry of 5 mm thickness. 

 अ ग    गई   म       फर      और   य         म  भ           ,      र     5               

म     र  म  ब          । 

 The slurry proceeds to the feed preparation stage where it is emptied into an unloading pit 
and mixed with an equal quantity of water. 

 य   र        य      ण म         ,      इ   ए  अ      ग     म        र          म   म       

     म  य         । 

 From there, it passes through intermediate tanks for further segregation, with fibrous 
content carefully removed. 

 इ    ब   य  आग         र       ए                ग  र     ,                       

                य         । 

 The slurry is then channelled into a hydrolyser tank, where the accelerated breakdown of 
organic matter takes place. 

 इ    ब    र                     म  भ           ,                           अ            । 

 Finally, it is fed into two digesters operating on a Continuous Stirred Tank Reactor system. 

 अ     इ                             ण     र              इ      म              । 

 Together, the digesters generate 5.6 tonnes of biogas each day. 

  म  र य    इ             5.6      य     उ    र     । 

Manure marketed through FACT 

 FACT                      ण  

 The digesters discharge 290 tonnes of Liquid Fermented Organic Manure (LFOM) and 28 
tonnes of Solid Fermented Organic Manure (FOM) each day, which are channeled to a 

dedicated fertilizer shed for separation. 

   इ             290                        (LFOM) और 28                        

(FOM)           ,          र       ए ए   म     उ  र      म  भ           । 

 Of this, 190 tonnes of LFOM are recycled within the plant itself, while the remaining 100 
tonnes, along with the 28 tonnes of FOM produced daily, are marketed through Fertilisers 
and Chemicals Travancore (FACT). 

 इ म     190    LFOM   य   म                य         ,  ब       100   , और        उ      

28    FOM,                          ण    (FACT)    म  म    ब           । 

 “We have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding to market FOM through our 
distribution network…,” says Jeetendra Kumar, General Manager (Marketing), FACT. 

 “ म   अ       र            म  म    FOM               ए ए                य    …,”       

     ,          (        ), FACT        । 

 Raw biogas generated by the digesters is stored in the ground-mounted balloon before 
being channelled to the purification unit. 

   इ        र  उ       ब य ग           -               म           य         , इ    ब   इ   

      ण      म  भ           । 

 In its raw form, the gas contains 45–50% methane, 35–45% carbon dioxide (CO2), and 0.1–
0.4% hydrogen sulphide (H2S). 

 अ           म  ग   म  45–50%      , 35–45%                (CO2) और 0.1–0.4% 

               (H2S)        । 

 A water-scrubbing system is employed to purify the biogas… enhancing methane purity to 
97%. 

 ब य ग           र        ए     -              उ य ग   य         …       म              

97%    ब         । 

 The refined gas is then compressed and transferred to the refinery at Ambalamedu, where it 
is converted into green hydrogen. 

       ग       फर          र               रफ इ र  म  भ           ,      इ                म  

ब           । 
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 When operating at full capacity, the plant will reduce carbon emissions by 85,000 tonnes a 
year, equivalent to planting 3.5 million trees. 

       म    र         र    र य    य          85,000                 म  र ग ,    35     

     ग       बर बर   । 

 Similar biogas plants are in the pipeline across several districts in Kerala. 

          ई       म  इ    र     ब य ग     य     इ   इ  म    । 

 Projects under the PPP model are nearing completion in Palakkad and Thrissur. 

                      रय    ए         और       म    र           र ब   । 

 In its 2026-27 Budget, the Kochi Corporation has earmarked ₹15 crore for the operation of 

the CBG plant. 

 2026-27        म ,       गर   गम    CBG   य                  ए ₹15            र    ए   । 

 From the ashes of Brahmapuram‘s inferno has risen a facility that not only addresses the 
city‟s mounting waste crisis but also feeds directly into the country‟s green energy 
ambitions. 

                  र      ए             उभर    ,             र    ब      र          

  ब      र     , ब                             ओ     भ        म           । 

 As Kochi takes this pioneering step, the challenge ahead lies in ensuring consistent waste 
quality, managing rejects, and sustaining operations through monsoon cycles and fiscal 
realities. 

  ब      य  अ      म उ       ,    आग                      ण       ब  ए र   ,            

 ब     र   और                   य         ओ     ब             ब  ए र         । 

 
 

GS Paper III: IS 

TOPICS COVERED     28 February 2026 

28F New GDP series upgrades FY26 growth to 7.6% 

                     FY26               7.6%       य  

28F President undertakes sortie in Prachand 

                             

28F Navy boosts anti-submarine capability with INS Anjadip 

           INS                     -                य  
 

28F. President undertakes sortie in 
Prachand 

                             

 President Droupadi Murmu on Friday 
undertook a sortie in the indigenously developed light 
combat helicopter, Prachand, at the Air Force 
Station in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 

 र                           र                      

      य             र                         

              ,      म  उ    भर । 

 The mission was flown as a two-aircraft LCH 
formation. 

 य   म                                     म  

उ  य  गय । 

 Ms. Murmu flew in the lead aircraft with 
Group Captain Nayan Shantilal Bahua, while Chief 
of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh flew as 
Number 2 in the second aircraft along with Group 
Captain A. Mahendra. 
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      म म                म              य                      उ    भर ,  ब     य            

 य             .  .            र    म   म       2       म            .             उ    भर । 

 During the 25-minute sortie, the formation flew over Gadisar Lake and Jaisalmer Fort 
before striking a designated tank target, showing the indigenous combat helicopter‟s 
operational capability. 

 25                   र  , इ    र                 और                 ऊ र    उ    भर  

और  फर ए                   र    र   य ,             य           र                

        ई। 

 In a note written in the visitors‘ book, Ms. Murmu described the experience as enriching. 

              म       ए      म ,      म म      इ  अ  भ                    ब  य । 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28F. Navy boosts anti-submarine capability with INS Anjadip 

           INS                     -                य  

 In a move to sharpen its anti-submarine warfare capabilities, the Indian Navy on Friday 
commissioned its fourth indigenously designed and built anti-submarine warfare shallow 
water craft INS Anjadip at the Chennai Port. 

       -     य           म ब    र        म       ,      य                र         
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         र                 इ  और    म   अ               -                    INS 

                 म     म    य । 

 It was commissioned by the Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi. Senior 
naval officials were present. 

 इ              ,                .            म      य ।                      उ       । 

 The vessel, which is 77 metres long, has been designed to detect, track, and neutralise 
enemy submarines in coastal waters. 

 य     ,    77             ,    य       म             य               ,                

औ          य           ए     इ    य  गय    । 

 It has been named ‗Anjadip‘ to carry forward the valour of the historic island off the coast 
of Karwar. 

 इ   ‗      ‘   म   य  गय                                                 य     आग  ब  य  

      । 

 The ship is equipped with indigenous anti-submarine warfare weapons and sensor 
package. 

 य                  -        य     औ                         । 

 The INS Anjadip was constructed at Kattupalli by Garden Reach Shipbuilders & 
Engineers, Kolkata, and will mainly address the challenges of the littoral combat 
environment. 

 INS             म                                             य     र           म  

  य  गय     और य  म            य य                   य           ग । 

 “Anjadip is equipped with modern shallow-water sonars, lightweight torpedoes, anti-
submarine rockets, and combat management system. It is engineered for agility, 
precision and combat effectiveness,” Admiral Tripathi said at the commissioning 

ceremony. 

 “                           ,            ,       -           औ                 

                        ,        औ  य                          य    य   य    ,” 

ए  मर             म     ग  म र   म     । 

 “The ship and her systems distinctly reflect the growing strength of India‟s indigenous 
design and industrial ecosystem. Aatmanirbharta, today, is moving beyond Make in India 
to Trust in India,” he added. 

 “य      और इ         य   भ र                  औ  औ                        ब    

                          । आ           ,            य     आग  ब  र            य     

ओर ब  र     ,” उ          । 

 It is equipped to undertake coastal surveillance, low-intensity maritime operations, and 
search and rescue operations. 

 य     य        ,                        य    , और                 य        अ   म         

  ए          । 

 


